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“Legacy Gifts” 
“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things, at all times, having all that you need,  

you will abound in every good work.”  

2 Corinthians 9:8 

Years ago, in the first congregation I served, people had a dream. Actually, they had two dreams. Potentially, 

two competing dreams. The church was growing. Ministry was moving. So, some of the congregational      

members were excited to invest in worship and purchase a beautiful new pipe organ. Other members in the 

congregation saw new families joining the church and recognized the need for a new education building for the 

youth. Our senior pastor at the time knew that both dreams were valid and meaningful. He also knew that both 

the organ and education wing would strengthen our mission and ministry. In order to maintain unity and     

continue to build excitement together, the pastor challenged the people to raise the funding for both projects. 

Otherwise, we would wait for a future time when we could do both.  

The people rose to the challenge and the needed funds were raised to accomplish both dreams. One of the 

ways funding was made available for these two projects was through Legacy Giving. Yes, financial pledges 

were made by the church members. But other funds had already been received through individual’s wills or 

estates, years before, that were targeted for capital improvement expenditures. After their passing, they hoped 

to help leave a legacy that would  further the Gospel. Those Legacy Gifts were key in helping the church 

achieve both dreams and stay in step with its growing needs. 

Today, Our Saviour’s Lutheran church is also a congregation that is growing. God continues to pour out      

His blessing upon us and we continue to move in mission. We are growing in excitement, ministry and in    

participation. In the last number of years, through the generous contributions of our members and friends, we 

have made major improvements to our property and building. We have remodeled the playground, fellowship 

hall, altar guild room, many meeting rooms, added new windows and much more. We hope to add staff that 

will help meet the growing needs of our church.  We are currently reviewing plans to enhance the parking and 

entrance to our building and also improve our signage. We are also looking to refresh the upstairs classrooms 

and make them more inviting. More than that, we are seeing increased participation in ministry. Currently, we 

have 100 people participating in our Navigator Series on Wednesday evening. New faces are joining us in 

worship every week. Good things are happening! 

In future years we will need to address on-going maintenance in our aging facility, like our furnace and heating 

system. There have been a few dreams discussed involving expansion of ministry through our Preschool,    

Caring Place, Senior Ministry and perhaps even a separate building for youth and students in the playground. 

Then, there are other plans God will have for us that have not been revealed yet.  

One way to prepare for our future growing needs involves Legacy Giving. These memorial gifts can be an 

amazing blessing to a growing congregation living out their mission. Perhaps you might be interested in   

knowing more.  

Dimitri Berk, our Stewardship Council Member is currently developing a simple information packet. If you are 

interested to know more how you might be involved or participate, please contact him at 509-699-1396, or 

email at dimitrijamesberk@gmail.com. 

In Christ,  

Pastor Mark 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 

 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
of Stanwood 

1876 — 2023 

Street Address: 

27201 99
th
 Ave. NW 

Stanwood, WA 98292 

Mailing Address: 

P. O. Box 370 

Stanwood, WA 98292 
 

STAFF 

Pastor: Mark Bankson 

Office Secretary: Linda Hammer 

Treasurer: Linda Mohler 

Director of Student and Family Ministries: -open- 

Children’s Ministries Coordinator: Jamey Szalda 

Technology: -open- 

Contemporary Worship Coordinator: Steve Dams 

Choir Director: Erik Ronning 

Organist: Linda Hammer 

Music Coordinator: Connie Ronning 

Custodian: Andrew Culver 

Preschool Director: Jaimi McCall 

Office email:     Office@oslcstanwood.org 

Pastor’s email:    PastorMark@oslcstanwood.org 

Treasurer’s email:  Treas@oslcstanwood.org 

Alex’s email:   Youth@oslcstanwood.org 

Website:   http://www.oursaviourschurch.org 

Contact us at: 

360-629-3767 

New: Office@oslcstanwood.org 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday, 9 AM—3 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship— 

Fellowship Hall and FM only Outdoors 

“God’s Word Still Speaks” 
“As the rain and the snow come down from      

heaven, and do not return to it without watering 

the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it 

yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will 

not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I 

desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” 

     Isaiah 55:10-11 

In 1858 a Sunday School teacher, Mr. 

Kimball, led a Boston shoe clerk to give 

his life to Jesus Christ. The clerk was 

Dwight L. Moody who became an  

evangelist. In 1879 while preaching in 

England the heart of a pastor named F.B. Meyer 

was set on fire, who later came to an American  

college campus to preach. Under his preaching a 

student by the name of Wilbur Chapman was 

saved. He engaged in YMCA work and employed 

a former baseball  player named Billy Sunday, to 

do evangelistic work. Billy Sunday held a revival 

in Charlotte, North Carolina. Because the revival 

stirred the hearts of many, some 30 business men 

wanted to devote a day of prayer for Charlotte. In 

May of 1934 a farmer lent the men some land to 

use for their prayer meeting. The leader of the  

business men, Vernon Patterson prayed, "Out of 

Charlotte the Lord would raise up someone to 

preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth." The 

business men then called for another evangelistic 

meeting asking Mordecai Ham, a fiery Southern 

evangelist who shattered the complacency of 

church-going Charlotte. The farmer who lent his 

land for the prayer meeting was Franklin Graham 

and his son Billy became a Christian during the 

meeting. 



 

BOSCOVET Fundraiser 

March 11, 2023—Dinner and Slideshow 

Mark your calendars for Saturday evening, March 

11th at 5:30 p.m., for a fun and interesting event 

with a fantastic dinner featuring pork loin and       

tilapia prepared by Julie Shallow and Linda 

Haskins. There will be an interesting slideshow 

featuring scenes and activities from the recent 

Boscovet Project mission trip to Kenya by Dimitri 

Berk, Del Fox, Ric Shallow, and Dan Haskins. 

Learn about recent updates in the project and how 

lives are changing in the villages around Kisii, 

Kenya. You will also have an opportunity to     

support the work through fun options including 

chickens and goats "for sale", well partnerships, 

and student sponsorships. The cost for a ticket is 

only $10 - enough to cover the cost of the food. 

Please contact Linda and Dan Haskins (360-774-

0386/danwazzu78@aol.com) or Ric and Julie 

Shallow (ricshallow@gmail.com) to reserve your 

spot. 

Special Music Thanks 
Thank you all those who have graciously 

shared their gifts of special music during the 

choir’s winter break. You are appreciated! 

Our choir, under the direction of Erik Ronning, 

has resumed rehearsals on Wednesdays at 5:15 

p.m. in the sanctuary. The choir shares anthems 

at the 8:30 traditional worship services. If you 

enjoy singing God’s praises, please feel welcome 

to join the choir at these rehearsals, or speak with 

Erik. 

A WELL-USED BIBLE ... 

A well-used Bible that is falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn’t. 

Ford Transit Van Recall Repair 

The new Ford Transit van is scheduled for a 

recall repair for March 23, Thursday. The 

van will not be available until Sunday, 

March 26, unless someone absolutely needs 

it Friday or Saturday and can then contact 

me to make arrangements.  Dan Haskins 

Are You Receiving our Emails? 

Congregational letters and special notices from Pastor 

Mark and the church office are sent out  periodically.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at  

Office@oslcstanwood.org. 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 



 

OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Saturday, March 4 — 10:00 AM 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets at church 

on the first Saturday of every month at 10 a.m. for 

devotions, prayer, fellowship, and work on prayer 

shawls.  We have been working diligently to create 

and give shawls to comfort and cover in prayer 

people with a variety of needs.  We welcome    

additional knitters and crocheters to join us or 

work on shawls at home.  Please contact Becky 

Wietzke (360-722-4377) if you have questions    

or know of someone who could be blessed by   

receiving a prayer shawl. 

OSLC Mission Quilters 
March 7, 21 and 28 

Please join us on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays 

each month, from 9 a.m. —noon. We continue to 

create quilts to bless those near and far.  

We are always looking for and welcoming new 

quilters. We have opportunities for all levels of 

sewing, even if you don't sew!  

If you have questions, please contact Candace 

Spong, 425-830-8423. 

Martha Circle 

Wednesday, March 8 — 2:00 PM 

Wednesday, March 8, Martha's Circle will be   

studying Esther on page131 in the book, The   

Women of the Bible Speak.  

Esther was an interesting woman and had a pivotal 

role to play in Jewish history. For information, call 

Barbara Crow, 360 509 6799. 

Women of Our Saviour’s — 

Thank You! 
Kudos to the Women of Our Saviour’s for all the 

salads, cookies and time they contributed during 

the past month of 2023 to assist in the memorials 

services and receptions. We couldn’t have done 

this without your help. 

Thanks to each of you, 

Barbara Tetlow 

Women of Our Saviour’s 
Wednesday, March 8, 1:00 PM 

We are meeting Wednesday, March 8, at 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the Olympic Room. We meet the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month. All women of our 
church are welcome. Please join us. 

We have good discussions on future activities for 
the women in our church, and we are hoping to 
have events which “working” women can attend. 

If you have any questions/thoughts, please call 
Joy Watkins, 360 387-8647. Thank you. 

2023 Women’s Retreat 

Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 

October 3, 4, 5 

AMAZING GRACE 

250th Anniversary of the writing of the hymn! 

More information to follow 

Co-hosts: Becky Wietzke and Lorri De Felice 

Save the Date! 

Ladies Tea 

Saturday, May 6 

1:00 PM 

Faith and Film Tuesday, March 28th 
Join us on as we look at films through the lens of 

spirituality.  Movies are a prevalent part of to-

day's society, and many secular films contain 

Christian themes including: faith, spirituality, 

forgiveness, hope, and redemption. March’s 

movie will be Ifield of Dreams. We invite you to 

watch the movie ahead of time and join us for 

dinner and discussion. Hosted by Nate and Elsa 

Schwartz, at their home: 45 S. Sunrise Blvd,   

Camano Island.  

RSVP so we know how much food to prepare 

(elsacarlisle@msn.com or 206-714-7717).  



 

Sunday school teacher: “How many of you children want to go to heaven?” 

Everyone raised a hand except one little boy. 

Teacher to the boy: “Johnny, don’t you want to go to heaven?” 

Johnny: “I can’t. Mother told me to come home right after Sunday school.”  

We are excited to welcome Jamey Szalda as our Children’s Ministries Coordinator.  

We are grateful she will be leading our youth in their walk with Jesus. 

Upcoming Children’s Ministries Events 

Flashlight Egg Hunt  
Tuesday March 28th, 2023, 

at  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

6 pm-8 pm 
(Note: time extended for this event) 

Sunday, April 9th, 2023 

Easter Egg Hunt after Second Service 

Bring a Basket or Bag for collecting your eggs! 

Vacation Bible School… 
June 26th – 30th , 9 – 11:30 am 
For kids Age 4 (potty trained) through entering 5th Grade 
in Fall of 2023…Registration coming soon! 
Interested in Volunteering? 
Contact Jamey at oslc.elem.youth@gmail.com or by calling 
(360) 629-3767 

Any kids ages Pre-K through 5th grade are welcome to join us for a fun Flashlight Egg Hunt 
and Interactive Easter Story.  Bring a flashlight and bag to take all your goodies home.  

Don’t forget to invite your friends for this fun time!  

mailto:oslc.elem.youth@gmail.com


 

Interested in automatic withdrawals  

for your offerings? 

Forms are available in the treasurer’s office. You 

set the date and amount, which you can change or 

cancel anytime with a phone call, email, or by 

stopping by Linda Mohler’s office. 

All information is kept locked and secure. 

There are no fees. 

 

Offering Envelopes 

2023 Offering envelopes are available in 

the Fellowship Hall. Offering envelopes 

are for anyone, member or friend, who 

would like to participate in the financial 

contributions to our congregation. Envelopes may 

also be picked up  in the office any time during 

office hours. 

Thank you from Margaret 

Dear church friends, 

We are humbled and blessed by the love and care 

many of you have offered to Dimitri and I after 

my lung surgery last week. We appreciate the 

prayers, food, flowers, cards, calls, companion-

ship (AKA babysitting since I couldn’t be left 

alone for a week) and notes. We have appreciated 

every gesture and words of support and encour-

agement. I’ve got quite a way to go to recover 

and future is unknown but I know I’m in God’s 

hands and we are surrounded by our loving 

church, friends and family.  

With a grateful heart, Margaret Berk 

Thank you from Maury 

To Our Saviour’s Lutheran, 

I sincerely thank all for being the extra special part 

of celebrating my “Big 90” before, on and after 

February 1st with cards, gifts, well wishes, food and 

super big cake! Truly a memorable and ongoing 

event! It was a fun event! I loved it!  

Again I say…thanks!    Maury Erickson 

Gathering Place 

The Gathering Place is finishing year 18 with 10 

participating churches. Our numbers are 50-55 per 

week.  

Our Saviour’s will be cooking and serving on 

Thursday April 6, 2023.  

Please contact Barbara Christoferson at               

360-629-4422 if you are available to help.  

Thank you! 

Caring Place News 

We were delighted to reopen in 2022, we served 

4791 men, women and children. Additionally, in 

mid August, we were able to provide 435 school-

age children, backpacks, school supplies and cloth-

ing. 2022 was the first year in a decade that the 

Caring Place could remain open through the winter 

months as it is no longer a shared space. The bless-

ings of giving away coats and blankets to those in 

need was so important. 

Our volunteers and committee members continue 

to strive in service for all whom enter. This is all 

made possible through the grace of God, the     

loving support of our church family, and the      

community. 

If you would like to volunteer or donate to The 

Caring Place, please contact us at 360-913-1551. 

Stanwood High School Presents 

The Musical Comedy 

Once Upon A Mattress 

March 10, 11, 17 & 18 — 7:00 PM 
Tickets sold at the door  

$10 Adults $8 Students 

Stanwood High School Performing Arts Center 

www.concordtheatricals.com 



 

A Lasting Legacy of Faith 

 
We stand on the shoulders of faithful people who have gone before us. The first OSLC worship service 

in 1876 initiated the giving commitment of each succeeding OSLC generation. In 2026 our church will 

achieve 150 years of spreading the Gospel and ministering to communities local and world-wide. We are 

a spirit-filled and a mission-driven church whose ministries are grounded in gratitude for all that God 

has blessed us with. Your legacy gift will extend OSLC’s ministry into the future. 

Legacy is being defined as your gift that is typically given to the church through your will or estate plan.   

Legacy Personal Gifts 

Your personal legacy gift can plant seeds of generosity to benefit the church’s current ministry goals 

and far beyond your lifetime. With thoughtful estate planning now, your gift to OSLC can bear fruit for 

our current generation and generations to come. 

Legacy Memorial Gifts 

Many people give gifts to remember or honor loved ones or to express thanksgiving for life’s special 

events. These often arrive at the time of an event like a memorial/funeral/celebration. Memorial gifts 

are put to work quickly as church needs surface. Every gift is a source of joy for the donor and a re-

source for the continued work of OSLC ‘s Ministry. 

If you have questions, please contact the Stewardship Committee at OSLC. OSLC Office number is 

(360) 629-3767. 

HUSH ... HUSH 

Seven-year-old Kathy tried to quiet her 

younger brother during a church service. 

“Hush … hush,” she warned him. “You’re 

not supposed to talk out loud in church.” 

“Why?” asked the brother. “Who’s going 

to stop me?”  

Kathy pointed to the rear of the sanctuary. 

“See those men standing back there? Well, 

those are the hushers!”* 

*If you are interested in being a part of the  

volunteer ministry which includes being 

an usher, please contact Amy Thompson, 

Donna Cook, or the church office. 

Sandy Schreiner is willing to set up before first our 

service and make coffee but we are in need of cookies 

and pastries. They can either be brought that Sunday 

or put in the freezer. We also are asking for people to 

sign up to help clean up after second service. A sign-

up sheet is hanging up in the kitchen on the oven wall. 

A huge thank you to Sandy for being so dedicated. 



 

Please pray for the following members and friends of   

Our Saviour’s: 

Gary Rygg; Leon Sams; Margaret Berk; Perry Watkins; Jane & Jon 
King; Jim Neher; Bob Sund (friend of Leilani Erps); Patty, Patrick, Kyle, 

Liz & Ashley (wife & children of Mike Crow); Johnny, age 9 (grandson of 
Phyllis and Grant Gard); Judy Lervick; Cyrilla Ogle (mother of Gail 
Nilsson); Rick Codiga; Sandy & Eddie Allianic; Daric and Linda 
Mohler; Dan Rygh; Robet MacNeal; Duane Rowett; Jessica & Larry 
Sande;  Emma Sessions; Steve Woodward; Bob Hitz; Marilyn 
Nienhuis; Allen & Larry Correa; Pr. Paul & Elsie Wietzke; Pam Hold-
al; Marc Malone; Lorraine Van Brocklin; Stacie   & Darin Richards; 
Jenni Bodnar; Beverley Klatt; David Rockwood; Jay Slack; David & 
Linnea; Hunter  (age 14); Margaret Utgard; Ray Cresap; Del & Ardis 
Larson; Terry Jensen; Jim Quait; Ethan & family; Helen Thayer; Meg 
Gray; Shannah Rodenberger; Bruce Rockwood; Todd     Larson; Judy 
and Paul Anderson; Gracie Miller; Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; 
Marlene Schuster; and Michele Kunzman 

 
Prayers also for: 

All those suffering from the effects of violence, COVID-19, and natural 

disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, our  

WA governor, Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Congregation, 

the Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, 

Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

March 5, 2023 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 12:1-9 

Psalm 121 

Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 

John 3:1-17 

March 12, 2023 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 95:1-9 

Romans 5:1-8 

John 4:5-26 (27-30, 39-42) 

March 19, 2023 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 42:14-21 

Psalm 142 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

March 26, 2023 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 

Romans 8:1-11 

John 11:1-45 (46-53) 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

If after Kirk ye bide a wee, 

There's some would like to speak to ye, 

If after Kirk ye rise and flee 

We' all seem cauld and stiff to ye. 

The one that's in the seat with ye 

Is stranger here than ye, maybe. 

All here have got their fears and cares, 

Add ye your soul unto our prayers, 

Be ye our angel unawares. 

When a new baby is welcomed into our             

congregation, a rose is placed on the altar   

to honor the occasion.  

If you know of someone who has recently had 

a birth in their family, please let the office know! 

Save the Date! 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

Thursday, May 4, 2023 at Noon 

Haggen's Parking Lot 
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2023 

It’s OSLC Photo Directory Time! 
 

You’ve waited and waited and waited and now is your chance! What we’ve all wanted, 
an updated church member photo directory!  

The four (4) Sundays in March 2023 we will be taking your photo  
between services at the church. 

Dates: 

Sunday March 5 

Sunday March 12 

Sunday March 19 

Sunday March 26 

 

Please dress the way you want to be immortalized. 

Don’t miss out! 


