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“A Reminder of the Good News” 

“Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on 

which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the Word I preached to 

you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.” (1 Cor. 15:1-2) 

“For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for 

this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 

(1 Cor. 15:16-20) 

C. S. Lewis declared, “One must keep on pointing out that Christianity is a statement which, if false, is of no 

importance, and, if true, of infinite importance. The one thing it cannot be is moderately important.” 

Gary Habermas, professor of Theology, rubbed his graying beard. The quick fire cadence and debater’s edge 

to his voice were gone. No more quoting of scholars, no more citing of Scripture, no more building a case. He 

had been asked about the importance of the Resurrection, and Habermas decided to take a risk by harkening 

back to 1995, when his wife, Debbie, slowly died of stomach cancer. “I sat on our porch,” he began, looking 

off to the side at nothing in particular. He sighed deeply, then went on. “My wife was upstairs dying. Except 

for a few weeks, she was home through it all. It was an awful time. This was the worst thing that could 

possibly happen.” 

“As I would sit there, I’d picture Job, who went through all that terrible stuff and asked questions of God, but 

then God turned the tables and asked him a few questions. I knew if God were to come to me, I’d ask only one 

question: ‘Lord, why is Debbie up ‘there in bed?’ And I think God would respond by asking gently, ‘Gary, did 

I raise my Son from the dead?’ “I’d say, ‘Come on, Lord, I’ve written seven books on that topic! Of course he 

was raised from the dead. But I want to know about Debbie!’ 

“I think he’d keep coming back to the same question—’Did I raise my Son from the dead?’ ‘Did I raise my 

Son from the dead?’—until I got his point: the Resurrection says that if Jesus was raised two thousand years 

ago, there’s an answer to Debbie’s death in 1995. And do you know what? It worked for me while I was 

sitting on the porch, and it still works today.” 

“It was a horribly emotional time for me, but I couldn’t get around the fact that the Resurrection is the answer 

for suffering. I still worried; I still wondered what I’d do raising four kids alone. But there wasn’t a time when 

that truth didn’t comfort me.” 

“Losing my wife was the most painful experience I’ve ever had to face, but if the Resurrection could get me 

through that, it can get me through anything. It was good for 30 A.D., it’s good for 1995, it’s good for 1998, 

and it’s good beyond that.” (even in 2023!) Habermas followed, “That’s not some sermon,” he said quietly. “I 

believe that with all my heart. If there’s a resurrection, there’s a heaven. If Jesus was raised, Debbie was 

raised. And I will be someday, too.” “Then I’ll see them both.” 

Yes, a reminder: He Is RISEN! He Is RISEN INDEED!! (From: The Case for Christ, pg. 325) 

In Christ, Pastor Mark 



Are You Receiving our Emails? 

Congregational letters and special notices from Pastor 

Mark and the church office are sent out periodically. 

If you wish to receive these, please let the 

office know by emailing Linda at 

Office@oslcstanwood.org. 

For those with no computer access/e-mail, 

please call the church office and leave a 

message with your name and phone number, 

and we will return your call. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website, 

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org, 

for information and events— 

Special ConneXion Evening 
Wednesday, May 3 

The Care Team and Stephen Ministry will be 

featured at ConneXion on May 3. Dessert will be 

served at 6:30, followed by information and 

presentations about the Care Team and Stephen 

Ministry. 

Everyone is welcome. Please come for fellowship 

as we learn more about the ministries that align 

with the vision of Our Saviour’s: 

Encounter God 

Encourage – Equip Believers 

Extend His Kingdom 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
of Stanwood 

1876 — 2023 

Street Address: 

27201 99th Ave. NW 

Stanwood, WA 98292 

Mailing Address: 

P. O. Box 370 

Stanwood, WA 98292 

 
STAFF 

Pastor: Mark Bankson 

Office Secretary: Linda Hammer 

Treasurer: Linda Mohler 

Director of Student and Family Ministries: -open- 

Children’s Ministries Coordinator: Jamey Szalda 

Technology: -open- 

Contemporary Worship Coordinator: Steve Dams 

Choir Director: Erik Ronning 

Organist: Linda Hammer 

Music Coordinator: Connie Ronning 

Custodian: Andrew Culver 

Preschool Director: Jaimi McCall 

Office email: 

Pastor’s email: 

Treasurer’s email: 

Jamey’s email: 

Office@oslcstanwood.org 

PastorMark@oslcstanwood.org 

Treas@oslcstanwood.org 

Children@oslcstanwood.org 

Website: http://www.oursaviourschurch.org 

 

Contact us at: 

360-629-3767 

New: Office@oslcstanwood.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday—

Thursday, 9 AM—3 PM 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship— 
Fellowship Hall and FM only Outdoors 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 
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Property and Grounds Update 

Dan Haskins 

“There has been a lot happening…” 

There has been a lot happening behind the scenes of this old church lately. On March 7 you may have 

noticed the lift and about a dozen workers from local contractor, DapRDan, cleaning the gutters, roof and 

exterior windows while inside another pair of workers carefully and thoroughly cleaned our stained glass 

windows. DapRDan will be working with the Building and Grounds Committee to address other areas of 

needed maintenance and prepare a schedule for the future. 

In preparation for upgrades to several areas of the church, bids have been obtained and contractors selected 

for new paint, carpet, and electrical upgrades throughout the church but primarily focused on the hallway 

downstairs and the upstairs rooms and hallway. The paint and carpet will match those which were used 

in the fellowship hall remodel completed in 2018. Painting began March 14 with electrical upgrades and 

carpeting to follow. Every effort is being made to minimize the disruption to normal church activities. 

Earlier this month a very thorough inspection of our church building was performed by member and 

professional home inspection expert, Kevin Johnson, of North Home Inspection Services. A list of 

deficiencies and safety concerns have been identified in our 100+ year old facility. The church council in 

concert with Kevin, will soon meet to prioritize and develop a plan to address the identified issues. Thank 

you to Kevin for donating his services in performing an outstanding inspection and delivering a comprehen- 

sive 36 page report to the council. 

As a result of multiple incidents over the past year or so, the church council has approved the installation of 

a camera based security system to detect and deter potential intruders. A survey of local churches revealed 

that most churches now have some type of security system installed in their church. In order to provide a 

safer environment for our preschool families and church members, we will be installing interior and exterior 

cameras in multiple locations around our facility. In addition, exterior lighting will be expanded and 

improved. 

Lastly, the redesign of our fellowship hall entry and landscaping plan is nearly complete. Over the past 3 

months Roger Hill, a landscape architect from Warm Beach, has been working with a committee comprised 

of Annette Bowden, Steve Stogner, Pastor Mark Bankson, Karim Khoury, and Dan Haskins to envision and 

design a welcoming entry to our fellowship hall. The project, however, will not be confined to the entry, but 

will also include upgrades to both narthex entries, parking lot, landscaping, church signage, an additional 

handicapped ramp on the north side of the building and more. Stay tuned for a notice of an upcoming 

congregational Fireside Chat to learn more about this project. 
 

 
 

 

Palm Walk 
April 2—8:15 and 10:15 AM 

The Palm Processional Service begins in the 

Fellowship Hall 15 minutes prior to the normal 

start of each service (8:30 and 10:30). After the 

traditional Palm Sunday readings, our loyal 

donkey will lead our palm procession as we sing 

songs. Worshipers will return to the sanctuary or 

fellowship hall, and the remainder of the Passion 

service will continue. 

Easter Breakfast 
April 9th! 9 AM —10:30 AM 

Freewill offering. 

Please join us on Easter Sunday for our Easter 

Breakfast, 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Setup and prep will be Saturday, April 8. 

Please contact Linda Haskins or Julie Shallow if 

you are able to help Saturday, or Easter morning. 
 



Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 
New Study Begins April 19 

The Wednesday Women's Bible Study will 

begin a new session on April 19 at 9 a.m. in 

the Cascade Room. All women are invited to 

participate in "When You Pray", a 7-session 

study of six important prayers in the Bible. 

Through video, home study, and group 

discussion, we will explore different types of 

prayer modeled in Scripture and understand 

how prayer unites believers to God and one 

another. The study book, "When You Pray", can 

be ordered from Amazon or Becky Wietzke can 

order a copy for you. 

Contact Becky (360-722-4377) if you have any 

questions or would like to have a book ordered. 
 

 

Women of Our Saviour’s 
Wednesday, April 12, 1:00 PM 

We are meeting Wednesday, April 12, at 1 p.m. 

to 2 p.m. in the Olympic Room. We meet the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. All women 

of our church are welcome. Please join us. 

We have good discussions on future activities for 

the women in our church. We are also hoping to 

have events which “working” women can attend. 

If you have any questions/thoughts, please call 
Joy Watkins, 360 387-8647 Thank you. 

 

OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Saturday, April 1 — 10:00 AM 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets at church 

on the first Saturday of every month at 10 a.m. for 

devotions, prayer, fellowship, and work on prayer 

shawls. We have been working diligently to create 

and give shawls to comfort and cover in prayer 

people with a variety of needs. We welcome 

additional knitters and crocheters to join us or 

work on shawls at home. Please contact Becky 

Wietzke (360-722-4377) if you have questions 

or know of someone who could be blessed by 

receiving a prayer shawl. 

 
 

Martha Circle 
Wednesday, April 12 — 2:00 PM 

The April 12 Martha Circle Bible study will be 

held at 2:00 p.m. after the Women of OSLC meet- 

ing. We will be studying about Rahab on page144 

in the book The Women of the Bible Speak. She 

was a pagan who was an ancestor of Jesus. There 

should be some interesting discussion concerning 

her. For more information, call Barbara Crow, 

360 509 6799. 

OSLC Mission Quilters 

April 4, 18 and 25 

Quilt Blessing April 16 

The Blessing of the Quilts will be on Sunday, 

April 16th, at both services. Please come and 

be part of our ministry of sending warmth and 

love worldwide. These blankets are made by 

quilters from Lutheran communities throughout 

the US. Last year of 220,000 quilts were shipped 

to disaster areas in 19 countries! 

Join us if you can—we meet the 1st, 3rd and 4th 

Tuesdays of the month at the church from 9- 

Noon. No experience needed! 



Upcoming Children’s Ministries Events 
 
 
 
 

April 4 – Branches is cancelled due to Spring Break 

 
 

April 9 – Easter Egg hunt after second service at 11:30 a.m. Ages walking through 6th 

grade. Please bring your own baskets. 
 

 

April 25th - Skagit Skate in Burlington Family Night, 6 pm – 8 pm, meet at 5:45 p.m. in 

Burlington, located at 390 Cedar Street, Burlington. If you need transportation from the 

church, please contact Jamey at children@oslcstanwood.org or call (360) 629-3767. 
 

Vacation Bible School… 

June 26th – 30th , 9 – 11:30 am 

For kids Age 4 (potty trained) through entering 5th Grade in Fall of 2023…Registration 

coming in April! 

Interested in Volunteering? 

Contact Jamey at children@oslcstanwood.org or by calling (360) 629-3767. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

April 25th, 6 pm - 8 pm 
Family Roller Skating Night at Skagit 
Skate located at 390 Cedar St. Burling- 
ton, WA 98233 

Cost $7 per person, pizza provided 

mailto:children@oslcstanwood.org
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Offering Envelopes 

2023 Offering envelopes are available in 

the Fellowship Hall. Offering envelopes 

are for anyone, member or friend, who 

would like to participate in the financial 

contributions to our congregation. Envelopes may 

also be picked up in the office any time during 

office hours. 
 

 

 

Easter Altar Flower Donations 

Your donations for the purchase of potted 

flowers would be greatly appreciated. Please 

include the words “Altar Flowers” on your 

check and drop it in the offering plate. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
EASTER ERRORS 

The Resurrection occurred without a hitch, but church services aren’t always as fortunate. 
 

During a prayer, one pastor said, “Jesus, we love you to death.” Though it was fitting, the slip-up led 
to chuckles. 

 

• Actors in Passion Plays apparently tend to fall off crosses. After one did so and muttered a swear 
word, the pastor said, “At least he’s the unbelieving thief.” And when a man playing Jesus had to 
be reattached to his cross, a pastor said the real Jesus “would have climbed back on out of love.” 

• Shocked by the early rehearsal time, a guitarist asked, “Whose idea was it for Easter to be in the 
morning?” 

• Before leading a sunrise service, a pastor was informed of a member’s death. So he was briefly 
“thrown … when she walked up in the early morning shadows.” Turns out there’d been a name 
mix-up. “I believe in resurrection power,” says the pastor. “But I was more than a little surprised 
at what I was seeing!” 

Interested in automatic withdrawals 

for your offerings? 

Forms are available in the treasurer’s office. You 

set the date and amount, which you can change or 

cancel anytime with a phone call, email, or by 

stopping by Linda Mohler’s office. 

All information is kept locked and secure. 

There are no fees. 

Gathering Place 

The Gathering Place is finishing year 18 with 10 

participating churches. Our numbers are 50-55 per 

week. 

Our Saviour’s will be cooking and serving on 

Thursday April 6, 2023. 

Please contact Barbara Christoferson at 

360-629-4422 if you are available to help. 

Thank you! 



2023 Women’s Retreat 

Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 

October 3, 4, 5 

AMAZING GRACE 

250th Anniversary of the writing of the hymn! 

More information to follow 

Co-hosts: Becky Wietzke and Lorri De Felice 

Stephen Ministry is Growing! 

Stephen Ministry at Our Saviour’s is growing: We will soon have 10 more Stephen Ministers! These 

members of our congregation will complete 50 hours of training in March and will be commissioned 

at the Sunday worship service on April 30th. What a blessing their commitment to serving in our 

congregation will be! 

In Galatians 6:2 we read: “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 

Christ.” It is clear God tells us we are to share the burdens, small or large. This is His plan for us. We 

often hear people say they can take care of things themselves, or my problem isn’t a big one and there is no need to 

bother someone else. But that isn’t what God says. We are to “carry each other’s burdens.” 

I’d like to share an experience that made me think about small burdens and how God provides what we need. 

Recently I saw my doctor – I’ll call her Dr. M - about a foot problem that made me wonder if I should go on long 

hikes. I started going to this physician a few years ago but had been in her office only 2-3 times. During one of 

those visits, she told me that she, too, was a hiker. I knew she was from Kenya; in fact, that’s one of the reasons I 

chose her as a personal physician, soon after we returned from Kenya with a Boscovet Mission. 

Dr. M advised me to see a podiatrist, but in the meantime she suggested some temporary measures that should 

help. She said I should continue hiking as usual and join my hiking group a few days later for our every Wednesday 

hike. As I left her office, she said: “I’ll be seeing patients on your hiking day, but I’ll be praying for you.” 

That simple statement – “I’ll be praying for you”– meant so much to me, not because my “burden” was so large, but 

because Dr. M. listened, cared, and trusted in God through prayer. What she said made my heart a lot lighter! 

This is how Stephen Ministry works. Stephen Ministers come alongside their care receivers who have small or big issues 

of concern in their lives. They listen. They care. They pray. They share the love of Jesus. 

If you have a burden of any size, a Stephen Minister could be there for you. Just let a Stephen Leader know you are 

interested in Stephen Ministry. No pressure, no commitment for any length of time. 

No burden is too small. 

Carol Curtis 

Annette Bowden: (H) 360-548-8513 © 509-531-4510  am.annette@gmail.com 
Carol Curtis: (H)360-387-1189 (C)206-271-8535 curtisct@wavecable.com 
Tom Curtis: (H)360-387-1189 (C)206-271-8536  curtisct@wavecable.com  
Becky Wietzke: (C) 360-722-4377     rawietcke@yahoo.com 
Randy Zielsdorf: (C)206-300-9901   rezsteam@yahoo.com 
Pastor Mark: 360-629-3767 PastorMark@oslcstanwood.org 
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National Day of Prayer 
May 4, 2023 - Noon 

Haggen’s Parking Lot 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Come and join us in locking hearts together, 

across our nation, on the first Thursday of May. Several local pastors will lead 

us in prayers for: God’s Church here on earth and our local churches; our 

families; education and discernment; our military and peace; all of our work- 

places; our government; the arts, entertainment and media industries; Stan- 

wood and Camano Island; and pulling it all together, a National Prayer for 

America. 

If you haven’t seen the film, “The Jesus Revolution,” I strongly urge you to 

see it. It’s a look at the “Hippy/Flower Children” years that many of us grew 

up in. A lot of the activities that made the nightly news in those years, were 

not about young people finding Jesus – it was about the drugs and crazy be- 

havior that parents and other adults did not understand. Is our community 

poised for our own “Jesus Revolution?” 

Want to do a bit of “evangelizing”? Take your kids or grandchildren or a 

friend to the movies! Sandy Schreiner, Evangelism chair 

 

 

Please pray for the following members and friends of 

Our Saviour’s: 

The family of Roger Lervick; Amy Thompson; Margaret & Dimitri Berk; Les 

Stahley; Penny Meenderick; Leon Sams; Gary Rygg; Brian Hickey (brother of 

Barbara Sickler); Perry Watkins; Jane & Jon King; Jim Neher; Bob Sund 

(friend of Leilani Erps); Johnny, age 9 (grandson of Phyllis and Grant Gard); 

Judy Lervick; Rick Codiga; Sandy & Eddie Allianic; Dan Rygh; Robet 

MacNeal; Duane Rowett; Jessica & Larry Sande; Emma Sessions; Steve 

Woodward; Bob Hitz; Marilyn Nienhuis; Allen & Larry Correa; Pr. Paul & 

Elsie Wietzke; Pam Holdal; Marc Malone; Lorraine Van Brocklin; Stacie & 

Darin Richards; Jenni Bodnar; Beverley Klatt; David Rockwood; Jay Slack; 

David & Linnea; Hunter (age 14); Margaret Utgard; Ray Cresap; Del & Ardis 

Larson; Terry Jensen; Jim Quait; Ethan & family; Helen Thayer; Meg Gray; 

Shannah Rodenberger; Bruce Rockwood; Todd Larson; Judy and Paul Ander- 

son; Gracie Miller; Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Marlene Schuster; Michele 

Kunzman 

Prayers also for: 

All those suffering from the effects of violence, COVID-19, and natural disas- 

ters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, our WA gov- 

ernor, Stanwood mayor and others in leadership. 

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Congregation, the 

Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current 

by contacting the office with updates. 

 

 

 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

 
April 2, 2023 
Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 118:19-29 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Matthew 26:1—27:66 

April 6, 2023 
Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 24:3-11 

Psalm 116:12-19 or 22 

Hebrews 9:11-22 

Matthew 26:17-30 

April 7, 2023 
Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

Psalm 22 or 31 

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

John 18:1—19:42 

April 9, 2023 
Resurrection of Our Lord 

Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 16 

Colossians 3:1-4 

Matthew 28:1-10 

April 16, 2023 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 5:29-42 

Psalm 148 

I Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

April 23, 2023 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Psalm 116:1-14 

I Peter 1”17-25 

Luke 24:13-35 

April 30, 2023 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:42-47 

Psalm 23 

I Peter 2:19-25 

John 10:1-10 



OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P. O. Box 370 
Stanwood, WA 98292 

 

Change Service Requested 
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Holy Week and Easter at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

Worship and Special Events 

April 2 Palm Sunday 8:00 a.m. Prayer Time in the Study 

8:15 a.m. Palm Walk / 8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 

10:15 a.m. Palm Walk / 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship (and FM outdoors) 

10:30 a.m. Sunday School (ages 3—grade 5) 

April 6 Maundy Thursday 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service of Holy Communion 

April 7 Good Friday 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service 

April 9 Resurrection of Our Lord 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Festival Worship and Holy Communion ˗ with Choir, Special Music 

9—10:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Festival Worship and Holy Communion ˗ with Praise Team 

Easter Egg Hunt will follow the 10:30 service (ages walking through 6th grade) 
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