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“Heaven on Earth” 
Philippians 2:1-4 

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 

common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you 

to the interests of the others. 

 

C.S. Lewis once provided a powerful image of the difference between heaven and hell. He described hungry 

people sitting at a huge banquet loaded with delicious food. Every person had a meter-long fork and knife   

attached to their hands (about three feet long). The scene in hell was one of anger, frustration, and fighting as 

people scrambled to feed themselves. They could reach the food with the long knives and forks, but they were 

too long to feed themselves. The conflict, screaming and unfulfilled hunger continued for eternity – that is hell. 

But the scene in heaven was quite different. The same tables were loaded with food, and the people had the 

same long forks and knives attached to their hands. But instead of chaos and conflict, there was joy, laughter, 

and pleasant conversation. The difference? In heaven, the diners weren’t trying to feed themselves. Each 

person was patiently taking the food and feeding the person seated across the table. 

 
Philippians 2:5-11 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own ad-

vantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human like-

ness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even 

death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 

acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

February is highlighted as the month of love. May we serve one another in love as Christ has 

graciously loved us. And may the prayer Jesus’ taught us, emerge among us - “thy kingdom 

come, and thy will be done…on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 

Love in Christ, Pastor Mark 

 

C.S. Lewis concluded that people who spend their lives trying to fulfill their own selfish desires are already 
experiencing a kind of hell. But those who live a life of service to others will find themselves at home in  
heaven. They had learned the joy of service on earth, and now they had eternity to enjoy it, only more so. 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship— 

Fellowship Hall and FM only Outdoors 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 

Are You Receiving our Emails? 
Congregational letters and special notices from Pastor Mark 

and the office are sent out periodically. 

If you wish to receive these, please let the office know by 

emailing Linda at Office@oslcstanwood.org 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 

Congregational Meeting News 

At the January 22, 2023 Congregational Meeting, 

there were 80 voting members signed  in. 

Carol Curtis, Joy Watkins, and Marilyn Nienhuis 

were elected to serve on the Nominating         

Committee.  

Jim and Helen Neher, and Nadine Lien were 

elected as delegates to the Josephine Caring   

Community. 

President Karim Khoury announced that he will 

be scheduling congregation Fireside Chats on a 

quarterly basis.  

Also, the Landscape committee is nearing              

approval of a plan for landscaping the front area 

of the church. Watch for an announcement of  

opportunities for input. 



 

With God’s Help, We Did It! 

Three years ago, on behalf of the Phase 2 remodel committee, I addressed the congregation and encouraged 

you to pledge your support to finance the Phase 2 Remodel Project. Thanks to all of you who pledged that  

support and contributed, the Funding Period has officially ended. 

As you might recall, we required $200,000 to be pledged by September of 2019 in order to sign the contract.  

In addition, members completed 3-year pledge cards for additional funding of approximately $170,000 to be  

in by the end of December 2022.  

When we signed our pledge cards, none of us knew what our financial situation would look like during that 

time, but we pledged to do our best to complete the funding. And, even though some were not able to               

contribute as much as they had hoped, others have joined in and have been contributing to the building fund. 

As of the end of December, more than we pledged has been contributed to our building fund. WITH GOD’S 

HELP, WE DID IT! 

You might not remember what it looked like “before” and what all was involved in the process. To help you 

remember, check the “What we Do” section of our website and you’ll see some of the photos taken during the 

project.  

Even though the Phase 2 project is complete and no more contributions are needed to fulfill our 3-year            

commitments, any contributions that continue to come in to the building fund are welcome and will be put  

into savings to help us prepare for Phase 3 – or whatever the next project may be! 

Annette Bowden 

Coffee Hour Volunteers Needed 

Sandy Schreiner is willing to set up 

before first service and make coffee 

but we are in need of cookies and 

pastries. They can either be brought 

that Sunday or put in the freezer.  

We also are asking for people         

to sign up to help clean up after  

second service. A sign up sheet is hanging up in 

the kitchen on the oven wall.  

A huge thank you to Sandy for being                                  

so dedicated. 

Holy Land Trip, March 2024 

$300 Deposit is Due March 31, 2023 

Please remember to pay your $300 reservation to 

reserve your spot. The deposit is due by march 31, 

2023. Put Holy Land in the memo line of your 

check and place it in the offering plate or drop it 

off with the church secretary. 

Boscovet Fundraiser 
March 11, 2023 

Dinner and Slideshow   

Mark your calendars for Saturday evening, March 

11, for a fun and interesting event featuring a       

fantastic dinner prepared by Julie Shallow and 

Linda Haskins with a slideshow and art from the 

recent Boscovet Project mission trip to Kenya by 

Dimitri Berk, Del Fox, Ric Shallow, and Dan 

Haskins.  Learn about recent updates in the project 

and how lives are changing in the villages around 

Kisii, Kenya.  Details to follow. 

Sparkling Kitchen! 
Thank you to the team who worked hard to give 

our kitchen a thorough cleaning: 

Linda Haskins, Amy Thompson, Ardis Larson,  

Julie Shallow and Sandy Schreiner 



 

OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Saturday, February 4, 10:00 AM 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets at church 

on the first Saturday of every month at 10 a.m. for 

devotions, prayer, fellowship, and work on prayer 

shawls. We have been working diligently to create 

and give shawls to comfort and cover in prayer 

people with a variety of needs.  

We welcome additional knitters and crocheters to 

join us or work on shawls at home.  

Please contact Becky Wietzke (360-722-4377)     

if you have questions or know of someone who 

could be blessed by receiving a prayer shawl. 

 

 

Women’s Wednesday Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 9:00 AM 

The Women's Wednesday Bible Study is meeting 

each week to study the book  Sensible Shoes, a 

look into the lives of four women who are seeking 

a richer Christ-centered life and learning new ways 

to deepen their faith.  

Each participant will need a copy of the book    

and the study guide. These can be ordered from 

Amazon or through Becky Wietzke.   

 

 

 

Women of Our Saviour’s 

Wednesday, February 8, 1:00 PM 

We are meeting Wednesday, February 8, from 1 

p.m. to 2 p.m. in the Olympic Room. We meet the 

2nd Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. All wom-

en of our church are welcome. 

Please join us. We have good discussions on future 

activities for the women in our church.  

We are hoping to have events which “working” 

women can attend, therefore we are looking at how 

we can accommodate that timewise. If you have 

any questions/thoughts, please call Joy Watkins, 

360 387-8647. Thank you. 

Sunshine Committee 

February 21, 10:00 AM 

The Sunshine Committee meets the 3rd Tuesday of 

the month to write cards to members who are sick, 

need cheering up, grieving, or celebrating.  

We are always looking for new people to join us 

for an hour or two.   

For more information please call   

Carol Jensen (360) 502-0497. 

Martha Circle 

Wednesday, February 8, 2:00 PM 

The Martha Circle will meet February 8, at 2:00 

p.m. after the Women of Our Savior's business 

meeting.  

We will be studying the story of Miriam found on 

page 116 in the book, Women of the Bible Speak. 

Small Group Bible Study Invites You! 

Small Group Bible Study invites new members. 

We meet in the Cascade Room on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays, after first service. We are beginning a 

new series: “The Twelve Disciples”. Please join 

us. For more information please call Jim and Helen 

Neher, 360-770-1474. 

Mission Quilters 

Did You Know? 

We were able to make and deliver l6 teen flannel 

and fleece blankets and 10 child/baby blankets to 

Christmas House and Caring Place. We pray that 

those who receive them will feel the warmth and 

love we put in to making them.   

In February we will be meeting on our normal 

schedule, the 1st, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays each 

month, 9:00-noon at the church.  Please join us!  



 

 

AMAZING LOVE 

If there is one subject more than another upon which I wish ever to speak, it is the love of Christ; 

but if there is one which quite baffles me, and makes me go back from this platform utterly 

ashamed of my poor feeble words, and of the tongue which has uttered them, it is this subject. 

This love of Christ is the most amazing thing under heaven, if not in heaven itself. 

—Charles Spurgeon 



 

Interested in automatic withdrawals  

for your offerings? 

Forms are available in the treasurer’s office. You 

set the date and amount, which you can change or 

cancel anytime with a phone call, email, or by 

stopping by Linda Mohler’s office. 

All information is kept locked and secure. 

There are no fees. 

Amazon Smile to End Soon! 

AmazonSmile will be winding down by February 20, 

2023. For more information, please contact the 

church office. 

2023 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2023 are 

available in the fellowship hall    

Sunday morning, or in the church 

office during the week. Offering   

envelopes are  for anyone, member or friend,  who 

would like to participate in the financial      contri-

butions to our congregation.  

 
 
 

Volunteers Responding to Ministry: 
Big Needs and Small Ones 

“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.  
Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” 

JOHN 16:24 

Consider volunteering with OSLC teammates and experience the rewards!  
or, 

by asking for participation from those offering their service! 
Give us a call at: (360) 474-7548 

or email: Oslcstewardship2021@gmail.com 

Leave a message and we will personally call you back to discuss opportunities!  



 

Care Team Ministry 

Do you have some extra time? Do you enjoy serving others? Then the Care Team ministry might be 

just for you! The beauty of serving on the Care Team is: you serve when you can, giving flexibility to what 

day or time. 

If you are willing to serve in one or several of the areas listed below, place a check mark by the area

(s) and sign your name with contact info. Place the sheet in the offering plate or leave in the church office 

and someone will contact you. 

If you have a question or a helpful suggestion, phone or text Lois Stahley at 206.972.2266 or send an 

email to: stahleyle@gmail.com. 

 

______ Provide a meal 

_____   Run an errand 

______ Make a minor home repair 

______ Provide occasional transportation 

______ Pay a friendly drop-in visit 

______ Keep in touch in with someone via emails, phone calls 

______ Become a member of the praying partners group 

____     Receive immediate prayer requests as a text message  

 

 

Name _______________________________________ 

 

Phone ____________________________________ 

 

Email ________________________________________ 

 

Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these, you did for Me.” Mt. 25:40 



 

Per requests from several members and friends of Arnold and Maria Ronning, below is a summary of their 
letter to the congregation for Christmas, 2022.  

 

Dear friends and brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Greetings from Hungary! 

First of all, let me reassure everyone that we are alright. One could say that these past few months have been 
stressful, but that is not exactly true. There have been many personal and professional challenges, unexpected 
obstacles, etc., but through it all, we have been blessed with an astonishing degree of peace.  

I have noticed (as have other American teachers living here) that in the USA, teachers are viewed as helpers 
and advocates for students, while in Hungary, there is a more rigid hierarchy. Many teachers here yell and 
berate students to a degree that I never heard working in Mount Vernon and Stanwood-Camano. In fact, I 
have raised my voice and even shouted to get the attention of some groups because this is how they have 
been conditioned to respond. Every week I earnestly pray that students will notice that I am genuinely there 
for them, that I want to help, that I believe they have real potential. Even after I discipline them, the moment 
they are ready to cooperate and learn, I am there to encourage them. On this note, allow me to say a big 
THANK YOU to all the teachers, school administrators, and paraeducators at OSLC. Your faith and your 
daily witness through your attitude, your love for the students, your patience, etc. – matters. Where Chris-
tians live out their faith in the community at large, the culture changes. I also want to say THANK YOU to 
the youth of OSLC. As a regular substitute teacher, I saw first-hand how your faith gives you an extra ma-
turity, a vision for scholastic excellence, and compassion for your classmates. When you speak to your teach-
ers and administrators with respect, when you lift up your classmates who are struggling with a word of en-
couragement, and the like, you are living out the teachings of Jesus Christ. I can promise you that you are an 
inspiration to your teachers.  

Let me share with you that we have had some struggles, too. Maria’s sister, Livia, is quite ill with Sjögren’s 
Disease (an autoimmune disease) that has gotten much worse this year. Additionally, when we arrived in 
Tapolca, we were disappointed to find out that the newly renovated apartment close to the school which had 
been promised to us was rented out to another party a few months before our arrival. This is not under the 
control of the school or my sponsoring organization, but the local government/city hall. So, instead we were 
provided with an apartment on the 6th floor of a downtown, Soviet-era blockhouse. The kitchen is so small 
that the widest dimension is less than the length of my outstretched arms. The bus station is right below our 
bedroom window and the early buses leave at 4:30 am (so the noise starts around 4 am) and goes until 10 
pm. This makes sleeping soundly a challenge at times. For the first few days after finding out about this, we 
were terribly disappointed. Some of our Hungarian friends complained that this type of attitude is why 
Hungary is stuck behind – they invite guests from abroad and treat them poorly. One relative advised us to 
complain and demand something better. But we were reminded of Paul’s letter to the Philippians (chapter 4) 
where he writes that he learned to live both with abundance and with little. We simply decided that through 
the Spirit of Christ in us, we would learn to live with little, and make that simple apartment our home. And, 
glory be to God, we are now very grateful for our cozy apartment.  

On the plus side, Tapolca is in a geographically beautiful part of Hungary, close to Lake Balaton, historic 
castles/fortresses, with opportunities for bicycling and hiking just beyond our doorstep, so to speak. We have 
not even explored the underground lake that is just below the downtown, where visitors can paddle through 
the winding cave passages.  

While Maria is now on her home territory, there are times when I wonder if I have lost my mind. The transi-
tion has been sudden and a bit drastic. We are no longer living on our family farm, we are far from all of you, 
and yet I know that we are called to be here at this time, of that I am certain. We often hear people relate a 
story of how they met a challenge in their life and all the details fell miraculously into place. “It was a God-
thing,” they say. We have had many of those moments. When we meet with resistance and obstacles, we are 
not overly discouraged.  

         In Christ, 

Arnold and Maria Ronning 
 



 

Forum: Saturday, February 4 

Global and Domestic Human  

Trafficking in the U.S. 

3:00—5:00 PM 

Camano Island Multi-Purpose Building 

141 E. Camano Dr. 

Free Admission but Limited Seating 

Please register at 

www.clesfoundation.org 

Sponsored by the Camano Law  

Enforcement Support Foundation

SEVENTY YEARS 

By the time you’re 70 years old, you will have 
spent nearly a quarter of a century sleeping. 
The average person spends about 23 years of 
his or her life in bed. Here are estimates of 
how most Americans spend their waking 
hours during those 70 years: 
 
• 11 years working 
• 8 years in leisure pursuits 
• 6 years eating 
• 5 years grooming 
• 4 years being educated 
• 3 years talking 
• 2 years reading 
• 6 months worshiping God 
 
Perhaps Sunday morning worship isn’t as long 
as it seems. 

“Branches” Youth Group 

Ages 5—5th Grade 

Family Bowling Outing* 

*More Information Coming Soon! 



 

Please pray for the following members and friends of  Our Saviour’s: 

Jerry and Rose King in the loss of their son, Josh King; the 

families of Susan Holmes, Melvin Beauchamp, Matt Rygg 

& Al Semritc; Johnny, age 9 (grandson of Phyllis & Grant 

Gard); Judy Lervick; Cyrilla Ogle (mother of Gail Nilsson); 

Arlene McKellar; Jon & Jane King; Rick Codiga; Sandy & 

Eddie Allianic; Daric & Linda Mohler; Dan Rygh; Robert MacNeal; Duane 

Rowett; Jessica & Larry Sande; Emma Sessions; Steve Woodward; Jim Ne-

her; Bob Hitz; Marilyn Nienhuis; Allen & Larry Correa; Pr. Paul & Elsie 

Wietzke; Pam Holdal; Marc Marlone, Lorraine Van Brocklin; Stacie & Da-

rin Richards; Jenni Bodnar; Beverley Klatt; David Rockwood; Jay Slack; 

David & Linnea; Hunter (age 14); Margaret Utgard; Ray Cresap; Del & 

Ardis Larson; Terry Jensen; Jim Quait; Ethan & family; Helen Thayer; 

Meg Gray; Shannah Rodenberger; Bruce Rockwood; Todd Larson; Judy & 

Paul Anderson; Gracie Miller; Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Marlene 

Schuster; Michele Kunzman 

Prayers of  Praise and Thanksgiving for recovery and healing of Arlene 

McKellar, and for Pam, wife of Chuck Valley of Kidstown.  

Prayers also for: 

All those suffering from the effects of violence, COVID, and natural  disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA governor, 

Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Congregation, the 

Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

February 5, 2023 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 58:3-9a 

Psalm 112:1-9 

I Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 

Matthew 5:13-20 

February 12, 2023 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 119:1-8 

I Corinthians 3:1-9 

Matthew 5:21-37 

February 19, 2023 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Exodus 24:8-18 

Psalm 2:6-12 

II Peter 1:16-21 

Matthew 17:1-9 

February 22, 2023 

Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:12-19 

Psalm 51:1-13 (14-19) 

II Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

February 26, 2023 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Genesis 3:1-12 

Psalm 32:1-7 

Romans 5:12-19 

Matthew 4:1-11 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

When a new baby is welcomed into our congregation, a rose is placed on the altar to honor the occasion.  

If you know of someone who has recently had a birth in  their family, please let the office know! 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS? 

The Care Team Prayer Partners are ready and waiting. Phone or text Lois 
Stahley, 206.972.2266 or email stahleyle@gmail.com  

New 2023 Flower Chart in the Fellowship Hall 

Thank you for the gift of donations to Altar Flowers during the past year.  

If you wish to celebrate a special occasion or mark a remembrance, a contribution of $40.00 

is appreciated. Please sign up on the Flower Chart in the Fellowship Hall and drop a check in 

the offering plate, marked “Altar Flowers” on the memo line. We will call you to discuss your 

wishes for the arrangements.  
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ConneXion 

“Navigators” 

Beginning February 1st 

Dinner and Study 

6:30—8:15 PM 

Beginning Wednesday, February 1st, Pastor Mark 

will begin a 10-week course entitled, “Navigators”. 

This course is intended to help explore, discern, 

and recognize the voice and presence of the Holy 

Spirit in your life.  

Pastor Mark is encouraging each participant to 

have his or her own workbook. The study books 

are being provided for by a generous gift, but each 

person will need to have/purchase a prayer journal. 

Please bring your journal to the first class. 

It would also be helpful to also bring a Bible each 

week. 


