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“To the Glory of God” 

“In Him we were chosen…in order that we might live for the praise of his glory.” 
(Ephesians 1:12) 

There’s a story, that’s been around for years, about a man who walked into a church that was under            

construction. He went up to one of the workers and asked, “What are you doing?” 

“I’m sawing a board,” the man replied. 

He strolled up to a second worker and asked him what he was doing. “I’m building a pew,” was his answer. 

Then the visitor walked over to a third worker and asked him the very same question. “I’m building a      

cathedral to the glory of God!” he replied. Now there’s a man who understands how his work contributes to 

the common good! 

St. Paul writes in Ephesians 4:12-13, that the church is to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that 

the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

The year, 2023, marks the 147th year that Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church has been alive. The sanctuary has 

been standing for 129 years. But the truth is, Our Saviour’s is still under construction. We are still in the     

process of building the church for the glory of God. Yes, we are in the process of redesigning our entrance   

and redoing our church sign. But, more than that, we are in the process of building up believers, through the 

Holy Spirit, in the strength, knowledge and maturity in the Lord. We are developing followers of Christ to 

more fully hear, listen and understand the voice and presence of God’s Spirit. And we are raising the banner  

of our Lord to more fully be Christ’s hands and feet, salt and light, in a broken and hurting world. 

This continual construction project flies under the flag of “Mission 150” for the next three years. As we        

approach our 150th anniversary in 2026, we are striving to be strategic, intentional and focused in areas that 

will more fully establish our church foundation on the Rock! Worship, Discipleship, Ministry and Mission are 

the four corners of our building.  

2023 will be the year we will be highlighting the area of “Discipleship”.  

Beginning Wednesday, January 11, 2023, we will follow Christ and focus upon the last 6 remaining chapters 

of the Gospel of John. 

Beginning Wednesday, February 1st, I will begin a 10-week course entitled, “Navigators”. This course is    

intended to help explore, discern and recognize the voice and presence of the Holy Spirit in your life. The   

Holy Spirit is the power that lights up the house. Without the Spirit’s power, we huddle in a cold, dark space. 

And we already know how this feels all too well from the last few storms that blew through and wiped out our   

connections.  

I encourage you to attend these Wednesday nights of the new year as we look at Jesus finishing his work on 

earth and as he passes the baton on to the Holy Spirit to light up the lives of his followers. 

May God light up all of us, and open our eyes to the cathedral He is constructing through us.  

I am looking forward to raising walls with all of you this year! 

May God bless and keep you in Christ!                Pastor Mark 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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Street Address: 

27201 99
th
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Mailing Address: 

P. O. Box 370 

Stanwood, WA 98292 
 

STAFF 

Pastor: Mark Bankson 

Office Secretary: Linda Hammer 

Treasurer: Linda Mohler 

Director of Student and Family Ministries:  

Contemporary Worship Coordinator: Steve Dams 

Choir Director: Erik Ronning 

Organist: Linda Hammer 

Music Coordinator: Connie Ronning 

Custodian: Andrew Culver 

Preschool Director: Jaimi McCall 

Office email:     Office@oslcstanwood.org 

Pastor’s email:    PastorMark@oslcstanwood.org 

Treasurer’s email:  Treas@oslcstanwood.org 

Youth email:   Youth@oslcstanwood.org 

Website:   http://www.oursaviourschurch.org 

Contact us at: 

360-629-3767 

New: Office@oslcstanwood.org 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday, 9 AM—3 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship— 

Fellowship Hall and FM only Outdoors 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 

Are You Receiving our Emails? 
Congregational letters and special notices from Pastor Mark 

and the office are sent out periodically. 

If you wish to receive these, please let the office know by 

emailing Linda at Office@oslcstanwood.org 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 

2023 OSLC  

Officers and Council Members 

Congregational Officers 

President — Karim Khoury 

Vice President — Steve Stogner 

Secretary — Kirsten Spencer 

Treasurer — Linda Mohler 

Council Members 

Building and Grounds — Dan Haskins 

Education — Marie Breum* 

Evangelism — Sandy Schreiner 

Fellowship — Julie Shallow/Linda Haskins 

Finance — Jim Sande 

Social Concerns — Julie Freeman 

Stewardship — Dimitri Berk 

Technology in Ministry — Mike Olson 

Worship and Music — Donna Cook 

Youth — Elsa Schwartz 

*appointed by Council to complete Mellisa William’s term 

Pastor 

Mark A. Bankson 



 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

 

 

Sunday 

January 22. 2023

Fellowship Hall 

9:30 AM 

(between services) 

 

Regular Worship Service Schedule 

8:30 Traditional  

10:30 Contemporary 

WHAT IS THAT QR CODE FOR? 
(Maybe you’re saying, “What is a QR code?”) 

 
This code is appearing in our Sunday bulletins with a very brief explanation. It’s intended for visitors to use, 

but it would help if we all knew what it was and could encourage our visitors to use it.  

At one time, we were passing out the yellow Connection cards on Sundays to encourage visitors to identify 

themselves. However, these cards didn’t always get passed out, so it was pretty hit or miss. By scanning the 

QR code with a smart phone, a visitor can access a questionnaire online which asks the same questions as 

those on the yellow card. The responses go to the office and gives us a chance to follow up after a Sunday  

visit. 

When the QR code is scanned, it shows an address link to oslc.churchtrac.com/connect 

Click that address link 

A yellow Welcome card is displayed 

Click anywhere on that card 

Complete the responses and submit 

So, if you sit next to someone who is visiting, please introduce yourself, point out the code in the bulletin and 

encourage them to scan it. If they don’t have a smartphone, maybe you can offer to let them use yours. 

Valentine Dinner 

Saturday, February 11 

Appetizers starting at 5:30  

and dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

Please bring a friend. 

 

 

 

Council and Committee Members 

Annual Reports are due in the office                

as soon as possible. 



 

Holy Land Trip — March 2024 

Three additional slots have been made available 

for the March 2024 Holy Land trip. If interested, 

please contact Dan Haskins or 

add your name to the signup list 

in the fellowship hall.  

Tour brochures available in the 

fellowship hall. Also, please    

remember to pay your $300 reservation deposit 

(put Holy Land in the memo line) by placing it in 

the offering plate or by dropping it off with the 

church secretary. 

OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Saturday, January 7, 10:00 AM 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets at church 

on the first Saturday of every month at 10 a.m. for 

devotions, prayer, fellowship, and work on prayer 

shawls. We have been working diligently to create 

and give shawls to comfort and cover in prayer 

people with a variety of needs.  

We welcome additional knitters and crocheters to 

join us or work on shawls at home.  

Please contact Becky Wietzke (360-722-4377)     

if you have questions or know of someone who 

could be blessed by receiving a prayer shawl. 

Women’s Wednesday Bible Study 

Wednesday, January 11, 9:00 AM 

The Women's Wednesday Bible Study will start 

meeting again on January 11 at 9 a.m. We will 

begin a 12-week study of the book Sensible Shoes, 

a look into the lives of four women who are seek-

ing a richer Christ-centered life and learning new 

ways to deepen their faith. Each participant will 

need a copy of the book and the study guide. 

These can be ordered from Amazon or through 

Becky Wietzke.   

At our January 11 meeting, we will also recognize 

and honor Kathy Beauchamp for her 30 years of 

dedication to and leadership leading the women's 

Bible study. As Kathy joins us as a participant, we 

want to thank her for the foundation she has laid 

for women to make Bible study and fellowship a 

life priority.   

Women of Our Saviour’s 

Saturday, January 11, 1:00 PM 

We are meeting Wednesday, January 11, 2023 

from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. in the Olympic Room. We 

meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. 

All women of our church are welcome. 

Please join us. We have good discussions on future 

activities for the women in our church.  

We are hoping to have events which “working” 

women can attend, therefore we are looking at how 

we can accommodate that timewise. If you have 

any questions/thoughts, please call Joy Watkins, 

360 387-8647. Thank you. 

Secret Sisters 

Anyone interested in having a secret sister for 

2023 please contact Linda Haskins or Julie     

Shallow for a form.  

We will draw names on January 22nd! 

Sunshine Committee 

January 17, 10 AM 

The Sunshine Committee meets the 3rd Tuesday of 

the month to write cards to members who are sick, 

need cheering up, grieving, or celebrating.  

We are always looking for new people to join us 

for an hour or two.   

For more information please call   

Carol Jensen (360) 502-0497. 

Thank You for your Support 

Our sincere thank you to our church family for 

your continued love and support of our families at 

Lervick Family Village and Lincoln Hill Family 

Village this holiday season. With your help each 

of our families received a $50 gift card for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, and all of our chil-

dren received a handmade Christmas stocking 

stuffed with surprises. You have blessed our fam-

ilies and made the holidays merry and bright. We 

are grateful. 

Dee Jonson 

Stanwood Ambassadors for Housing Hope 



 

 

THREE DAYS OF PRAYER 

January 3 – 4 – 5, 2023 
Here at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, we always start the new year with prayer by participating in Lutheran 

Churches in Mission for Christ (L.C.M.C.)’s “Three Days of Prayer.”  Please join us and ask your families and 

friends to pray with you. 

Prayer was a holy habit practiced by Jesus Himself as evidenced in Mark 1:35 and Luke 11:1.  The disciples 

who walked alongside Him witnessed a connection between His public life and ministry, and this habit of 

prayer.  It was a connection so significant, that they asked Jesus to teach them to pray (Luke 11:1). 

Here are a few suggestions of what you might want to include in your prayers. 

DAY 1:  Lord, we pray that You bless our congregations and leaders with Your favor and with your provision 

and power to carry out the ministry and mission You have in store for us.  In Jesus’ holy and precious name, 

we pray – Amen. 

Suggestions for additional prayers:  guidance for Pastor Mark; Church Secretary Linda Hammer; Church 

Treasurer Linda Mohler; our Preschool, Ministries and Projects; our Council Members:  Karim Khoury – 

Pres.; Steve Stogner – V. Pres.; Kirsten Spencer – Council Sec.; Dan Haskins – Buildings & Grounds; Marie 

Breum – Education; Sandy Schreiner – Evangelism; Julie Shallow & Linda Haskins – Fellowship; Jim Sande – 

Finance; Julie Freeman – Social Concerns; Dimitri Berk – Stewardship; Mike Olson – Technology in Minis-

try; Donna Cook – Worship & Music; and Elsa Schwartz – Youth. 

DAY 2:  Lord, give us Your heart for those who don’t know You as Saviour and Lord, and for the prodigals.  

Create in us a boldness to love them and serve them and to share our God-stories with them as opportunities 

arise.  Open our eyes to be aware of everyday encounters in which we can minister Your love & Your power 

to these in need.  In Jesus’ name we ask for these blessings – Amen. 

Additional Suggestions:  names of your family members and friends who are non-Believers; other Christians’ 

families who don’t know Christ; all the children whose parents are not Believers 

DAY 3:  Thank you Lord, that You have bound us together with these sister churches and leaders and partner 

networks.  We pray that You will give them protection and provision.  We pray that You will show us how we 

can come alongside them, encourage them and serve them.  Lord, grant our brothers and sisters Your favor in 

their cities, communities, and countries.  We pray this in Jesus’ name because He promised You would listen 

and grant our petitions, according to Your will, if we prayed in His name – Amen. 

Additional Suggestions:  Lutheran World Relief (LWR), orphanages around the world, a sponsored child or 

family and their villages, missionaries and their families from our community, Housing Hope, Kids Town In-

ternational 

 

 

PRAYER IS HEARD BY ABBA – IT MOVES HIS HEART! 

Remember the miracle of “61 Pairs of Gloves” here at Our Saviour’s?!? 

For more information:  Visit www.lcmc.net   (L.C.M.C.’s website) 



 

Interested in automatic withdrawals  

for your offerings? 

Forms are available in the treasurer’s office. You 

set the date and amount, which you can change or 

cancel anytime with a phone call, email, or by 

stopping by Linda Mohler’s office. 

All information is kept locked and secure. 

There are no fees. 

Consider...Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you.  

When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 

2023 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2023 are 

available in the fellowship hall    

Sunday morning, or in the church 

office during the week. Offering   

envelopes are   for anyone, member or friend,  

who would like to participate in the financial      

contributions to our congregation.  

Caring Place 

Warm Clothes Needed! 

Please go through your    

closets and consider donating 

your extra boots, coats, 

sweatshirts, mittens/gloves, 

blankets and other warm 

clothing to the Caring Place. 

We serve the whole family so all sizes are needed 

and this year we will remain open throughout the 

winter. Our Donation days are Monday and 

Wednesday 1–5 p.m., and our Service days are 

Tuesday and Thursday 1–5 p.m., Please call us at 

360-913-1551 for special arrangements or urgent 

needs. 

If you would like to make a tax deductible finical 

contribution to the Caring Place, please write 

"Caring place" on the memo line or envelope and 

drop it in the offering plate. You can also mail  

donations to PO Box 370 Stanwood WA 98292,              

or you can bring it directly to the Caring Place 

located at 9928 - 272nd PL NW in Stanwood, 

Monday – Thursday 1–5 p.m. Please plan to take 

a little tour!  

 
 
 

Volunteers Responding to Ministry: 
Big Needs and Small Ones 

“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.  
Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” 

JOHN 16:24 

January brings many resolutions; promises unfulfilled.  
Consider volunteering with OSLC teammates and experience the rewards!  

or, 
by asking for participation from those offering their service! 

Give us a call at: (360) 474-7548 
or email: Oslcstewardship2021@gmail.com 



 

Please pray for the following members and friends of  Our Saviour’s: 

Michelle & Denny Kloke family, & Mike and Kathy Beauchamp family in the 

loss of Michelle & Mike’s father, Mel Beauchamp; the family of Matt Rygg 

(son of Gary Rygg); Barbara Crow, daughter-in-law Patty & grandson Patrick 

in the loss of Barbara’s son, Michael; the family of Susan Holmes; Jessica & 

Larry Sande; Eddie & Sandy Allianic; Pam, wife of Chuck Valley of Kids 

Town; Steve Woodward (family of John & Nancy Holmes); Jim Neher; Bob 

Hitz; Jane King; Daric & Linda Mohler; Marilyn Nienhuis; Allen & Larry 

Correa (Karim Khoury’s family); Pr. Paul & Elsie Wietzke; Pam Holdal; Marc 

Marlone, friend of DeFelice’s; Lorraine Van Brocklin; Rick Codiga; Stacie & 

Darin Richards (daughter-in-law & son of Pr. Jack & Joneen Richards); Jenni 

Bodnar; Beverley Klatt; David Rockwood (son of Bruce & Michelle); Jay 

Slack (husband of Kathy); David & Linnea (friends of Annette Bowden), 

Hunter, age 14 (friend of Annette Bowden); Margaret Utgard; Ray Cresap; Del 

& Ardis Larson; Terry Jensen (daughter of Carol Jensen); Jim Quait; Ethan & 

family; Helen Thayer; Duane & Becky Rowett (brother & sister-in-law of 

Sandy Schreiner), Meg Gray (niece of Bob & Maureen Hitz); Shannah Ro-

denberger; Bruce Rockwood; Todd Larson; Judy & Paul Anderson; Gracie 

Miller; Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Marlene Schuster; Michele Kunzman 

Please pray 2023 Boscovet team members who are departing January 5 for Kenya: 
Dimitri Berk, Ric Shallow, Del Fox, and Dan Haskins. 

Prayers also for: 

All those suffering from the effects of violence, COVID, and natural   disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA governor, 

Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Congregation, the 

Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

January 1, 2023 

First Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 63:7-14 

Psalm 111 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Matthew 2:13-23 

January 6, 2023 

Feast of the Epiphany 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm 72:1-11 (12-15) 

Ephesians 3:1-12 

Matthew 2:1-12 

January 8, 2023 

Baptism of Our Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 29 

Romans 6:1-11 

Matthew 3:13-17 

January 15, 2023 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 40:1-11 

I Corinthians 1:1-9 

John 1:29-42a 

January 22, 2023 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm 27:1-9 (10-14) 

I Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-25 

January 29, 2023 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 

I Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 5:1-12 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

Altar Flowers 

Do you want to celebrate/commemorate a person or occasion?  

There are dates available on the  Altar Flower sign-up sheet in the Sanctuary narthex.  

Please Note: It is now a $40 donation.  

You may put a check in the offering with a note: “Flowers” 

Please contact Lina Richert or Candace Spong for more information. 

When a new baby is welcomed into our congregation,  

a rose is placed on the altar to honor the occasion.  

If you know of someone who has recently had a birth in  

their family, please let the office know! 

IN NEED OF PRAYERS? 

The Care Team Prayer Partners are ready and waiting. Phone or text Lois 
Stahley, 206.972.2266 or email stahleyle@gmail.com  



 

 

 

 

Prayer for Guidance in the New Year 

On the edge of a new year, Lord, teach us again 

to order our priorities and number our days and 

hours. And teach us to trust — life, history, one 

another, You.  

So that even in the gray and gloomy days, when 

the ceiling is low, we may trust the star that     

enabled wise men of old to live in hope and   

proclaim the divine promises which call us on in 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

—Deryl Fleming 

HUMOR TO BREAK UP THE WINTER BLAHS 

• Don't let your worries get the best of you; 
remember, Moses started out as a basket 
case. 
• Some people are kind, polite and sweet-
spirited … until you try to sit in their pew. 
• People are funny: They want the front of the 
bus, the middle of the road and the back of 
the church. 
• Quit griping about your church; if it was  
perfect, you couldn't belong. 
• Forbidden fruits create many jams. 
• Working for God on earth doesn’t pay much, 
but his retirement plan is out of this world. 

LESSONS FROM A SNOWMAN 

 
 

• It’s okay to wear white well after Labor 
Day. 
• Simply hanging out in your front yard can 
be fun. 
• Accessories don’t have to be fancy or       
expensive. 
• We’re all made mostly of water. 
• You know you’ve “arrived” when a song is 
written about you. 
• So what if you’re a little bottom-heavy? 
• Don’t get too much sun. 
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Sunday, January 29, 2023 

9:30AM 

Celebrate Mission 150! 

Join us for our first 5th Sunday Celebration of 

2023. We will all worship together at 9:30 am. 

in the sanctuary.  

Following the service, we will eat breakfast to-

gether in the Fellowship Hall and share minis-

try highlights including Small Groups as we 

head into 2023.  

We are planning FOUR special 5th Sunday Cel-

ebrations during the year as apart of our Mis-

sion 150 emphasis. I hope we will pack the 

church for each one as we praise God together. 

See you on the 29th!    

Pastor Mark 


