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“Navigating the Wall” 
“You, Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light. 

With your help I can advance against a troop with my God I can scale a wall.” 

Psalm 28:18-19 

   Have you ever climbed a rock wall in a climbing gym? Until two days ago, neither had I!  

   Last week, my family and I flew to Troy, New York, to celebrate my daughter Jeriah’s 

birthday and the completion of her Master’s degree in Material Science and Engineering.  

It was a perfect weekend. We celebrated her achievement. The fall colors were on full  

display, which has always been on my bucket list. We also got a closer look at the        

beginning of her next chapter. Jeriah has always been one of those kids who is looking for 

the next mountain to climb. I have been blessed to watch her climb physical, emotional 

and spiritual mountains of various kinds. Well, it seems this next challenge is not a   

mountain but a wall. Since leaving home, she has always connected with some sort of 

climbing gym. So too in New York. Interestingly enough, her new climbing home was 

owned and run by Youth for Christ. Over the past three years, she has volunteered and worked at the gym. A few 

months ago, the director of the student program was leaving and asked if she would be interested in the director       

position. She felt the Spirit move and accepted the position. Now, Jeriah finds herself in youth ministry. No longer     

is she studying rock salts but now helping students navigate a rock wall while discussing issues of life and faith. 

   When she showed us her work space, she also invited Isaiah and I to give a go at the wall. There are easy routes   

and more difficult ones. I chose a few of the easy ones and still had to muscle my way up determining as I went which 

hand holds and foot holds would support my ascent. Quickly, I felt muscles straining that I have never put into use.   

At one point, Jeriah also chose a route. Instantly, it was clear that she had experience with the wall that we did not. 

The small nubs were enough to support her. But more than that, it was the grace, the rhythm, the moves, the smooth-

ness at which she scaled the wall. As a beginner, my “muscling” my way up the wall quickly led to fatigue. Jeriah,    

as a more experienced climber, clearly understands the nuances, has developed strengths and awareness for each   

move – and this kind of climbing almost becomes an art form.  

   Sitting in the airport, waiting for my flight home, that experience on the wall made me think our spiritual climb. We 

don’t climb or work our way up to salvation. Jesus has already done that for us. But is navigating our spiritual journey 

much different than that of this physical climb? As beginners in faith we tend to try to “muscle” our way to a deeper 

faith. We lack the knowledge, awareness, development of our spiritual muscles, so we tend to fatigue pretty quickly. 

For the one who has more spiritual experience, they understand that their strength comes from the Lord. They rest      

in the work of Jesus Christ, and understand how the Holy Spirit strengthens them to move with grace, agility and    

intention. Along the way, falls and frustrations always occur. But in, with, and under the struggle and suffering our 

lives of faith develop and almost become more of an artform. As we navigate the spiritual wall, it becomes more and 

more clear to others that the person in front of them, moves with a power beyond themselves. 

   At Our Saviour’s, we are invited to consider a wall of our own. As we highlight “Mission 150” and move toward our 

150th Anniversary, we want to intentionally invite everyone to navigate the wall Christ has set before them personally, 

so also as a congregation, as a whole. There is a path. There is a route. Some more difficult than others. But we are not 

to attempt the wall on our own.   

   I had never climbed before, but my daughter, the more experienced climber, cheered and encouraged her dad with  

every move he made. As we move forward, may we celebrate and encourage every move, any of us make, moving us 

closer to our Lord and Savior – for certainly Christ has moved heaven and earth FOR US. And whether we know it or 

not, He is right beside us every step of the way.            Yours in Christ, Pastor Mark 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship— 

Fellowship Hall and FM only Outdoors 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 

Are You Receiving our Emails? 
Congregational letters and special notices from Pastor Mark 

and the office are sent out periodically. 

If you wish to receive these, please let the office know by 

emailing Linda at Office@oslcstanwood.org 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 

Notice of Congregational Meetings 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church of Stanwood 

Meeting Place — OSLC Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Sunday, November 13, 2022 

Regular Worship Schedule – 8:30 and 10:30 AM 

9:30 AM     Finance Committee will distribute the 

2023 budget and hold an informational budget  

question and answer time. 

Sunday, November 20, 2022 

Regular Worship Schedule – 8:30 and 10:30 AM 

9:30 AM     Congregational 2023 Budget Meeting  

in OSLC Fellowship Hall 

 

Purpose of the Budget Meeting 

  Approve the minutes from the January 30, 2022 
 Congregational Meeting 

  Discussion and adoption of 2023 OSLC Budget 

  Election of 2023 open Council positions:  
 Secretary, Evangelism, Fellowship, Finance, Stewardship, 
 Technology in Ministry, and Youth 

 Announcements and Other Business 

Items that require congregational action must be announced at 

least 10 days before the called meeting. 

TO BE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE YOU MUST BE A CONFIRMED MEMBER, 

HAVE WORSHIPED AT OSLC, HAVE COMMUNED, AND HAVE MADE A 

CONTRIBUTION OF RECORD TO OSLC WITHIN THE LAST TWO YEARS. 



 

Holy Land Trip — May 2023 

Are you interested in touring the Holy Land? In March of 2024, members of Our Saviour's 

Lutheran will have the opportunity to travel to Jordan and Israel on a 12 day Christian        

focused tour organized by Pilgrim Tours located in Morgantown, PA. Sites to be visited    

include Petra, Tel Aviv, Caesarea, Nazareth, Capernaum, Magdala, Jordan River valley,     

Masada, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem. You will also experience a relaxing cruise on the Sea of 

Galilee. A partially refundable deposit of $300 is required to reserve your spot. The total cost is estimated to 

be around $4,000 per person and will include round trip airfare from Seattle, airport transfers, services of an 

air-conditioned motor coach, 10 nights of lodging, breakfast and dinner each day, a Jordanian visa, and tips 

for the drivers, guides, and hotel staff. Once the airfare cost is confirmed in May 2023 and accommodations 

are secured, the final price will be announced. The tour group is limited to 45 people. Tour brochures have 

been ordered and will be available soon. Please contact Dan Haskins with any questions as he will be serving 

as the trip coordinator. In the meantime, you can visit their website at www.pilgrimtours.com/israel-tours for 

more information. 

Mission Trip to Kenya 

Boscovet Project 

Interested? 
Dan Haskins will be leading another Boscovet 

team to Kenya in January. The dates are January 5-

20, 2023. If you are interested in joining the team 

or have questions, please contact Dan via e-mail or 

cell phone. There are multiple opportunities to 

share your gifts and time on this mission trip. 

Many OSLC members have already participated in 

previous years.  

Space is limited with a deadline to sign up of   

November 30th.  

Women of Our Saviour’s 
Van Trip – November 4 

All ladies are welcome to join us in a 

van trip on November 4, Friday, to 

visit Skagit Acres, followed by lunch 

at the Farmhouse, and then to Christianson’s 

Nursery before returning to church. 

Please gather at the church at 10:15, as we plan to 

leave by 10:30 a.m. 

Further information will be available in the church 

narthex each Sunday.  

Contact Barbara Tetlow, 360-629-9901. 

 
 
 

Volunteers Responding to Ministry: 
Big Needs and Small Ones 

“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.  
Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” 

JOHN 16:24 

In this time of thanksgiving, the members of the Stewardship Committee give thanks to the congregation 
of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church: For all you do and all you are for each other.  

The VOLUNTEERING we all do in the service of our Christian faith to help worshipers here, to maintain the 
building, and for those in more need than ourselves. Bless you, and we give thanks to you. 

Give us a call at: (360) 474-7548 
or email: Oslcstewardship2021@gmail.com 

Leave a message and we will personally call you back to discuss opportunities!  



 

Sunshine Committee 

The Sunshine Committee meets the 3rd Tuesday of 

the month to write cards to members who are sick, 

need cheering up, grieving, or celebrating.  We are 

always looking for new people to join us for an 

hour or two.   

For more information please call   

Carol Jensen (360) 502-0497. 

Women’s Wednesday Bible Study 
Wednesday Mornings, 9 AM 

Women’s Wednesday Bible Study is continuing 

its discussion of Jen Wilkin’s study on Exodus, 

“God of Deliverance”. Books may be purchased 

on   Amazon. Please contact Kathy Beauchamp 

425-280-4777 with any questions.  

The study is 10 sessions  

and will be finished November 16. 

Women of Our Saviour’s 

Come, Join Us November 9th 

Come, Join Us! We will be meeting on November 

9th, Wednesday, in the Olympic Room from 1–2 

p.m. Our purpose is to support ministries at Our 

Saviour’s  Church, and allow the many women of 

our church to connect with one another. 

We look for opportunities to better serve our 

church, schools, families and community. We 

hope to see you.   

If you have any questions, please call  

Joy Watkins, 360-387-8647. 

OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Saturday, November 5, 10:00 AM 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets at church 

on the first Saturday of every month at 10 a.m. for 

devotions, prayer, fellowship, and work on prayer 

shawls. We have been working diligently to create 

and give shawls to comfort and cover in prayer 

people with a variety of needs.  

We welcome additional knitters and crocheters to 

join us or work on shawls at home.  

Please contact Becky Wietzke (360-722-4377)     

if you have questions or know of someone who 

could be blessed by receiving a prayer shawl. 

New Women’s Study 

“Sensible Shoes” 
Begins November 3, 10 AM 

Women of the church are invited to join a 12-

week study of the book Sensible Shoes beginning 

Thursday, November 3, at 10 a.m. in the Cascade 

Room.  

This book provided the focus for this year's  

women's retreat, and the study will give us a 

more in-depth look at the book, prayer, and 

Scripture. All are welcome to participate.  

If you have not read the book, this is the perfect 

time to start! Study guides will be ordered.   

If you have questions, please contact  

Becky Wietzke (360-722-4377) 

(rawietzke@yahoo.com). 
Martha Circle 

Wednesday, November 9, 2:00 PM 

The Martha Circle meeting will be Wednesday, 

November 9, at 2:00 p.m. after the Women of Our 

Savior's business meeting. We will be studying the 

story of Jael found on page 90 in the book Women 

of the Bible speak. 

Mission Quilters 

Our fall schedule is in full swing. Please feel free 

to join us the 1st, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of the 

month from 9 a.m. - noon. Call Candace Spong 

425 830-8423 if you have questions. 



 

Stephen Ministry at Our Saviour’s 

Our Stephen Ministry shares the love of Jesus Christ by providing one-to-one distinctively Christian care to 

individuals who are experiencing life’s challenges. Through Stephen Ministry we support Our Saviour’s     

Lutheran Church in its Mission:     

   Encounter God   Encourage – Equip Believers   Extend His Kingdom 

Maury Erickson became a Stephen Minister in the first training class at Our Saviour’s in 2015. Maury is        

retiring from active ministry but we know his caring for others will continue.  

Thank you, Maury, for your faithfulness in serving Jesus Christ through Stephen Ministry! 

“They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his Glory”   ISAIAH 61:3 

The invitation to have a Stephen Minister, someone who will come alongside to support and pray with you, is 

always open. Sometimes we may think our “hurts” are not all that big, or we can work out things on our own. 

Stephen Ministry is for those with small needs as well as the larger ones. There are times when each of us 

would benefit greatly from having a Stephen Minister. Whenever that time is right for you, contact one of our 

Stephen Leaders: 

Annette Bowden 

509-531-4510 (cell)  am.annette@gmail.com 

Carol and Tom Curtis 

360-387-1189  

206-271-8535 (Carol/cell) curtisct@wavecable.com 

206-271-8536 (Tom/cell) curtisct@wavecable.com 

Rebecca Wietzke 

360-722-4377 (cell)  rawietcke@yahoo.com 

Randy Zielsdorf 

206-300-9901    rezsteam@yahoo.com 

The Caring Place 

The Caring Place will be open for the first time 
ever through the winter months, so please     
consider passing on the extra coats, blankets, 
gloves, boots and other "stay warm ~ stay dry" 
items you may have.  

Snack items including microwave type soups 
and macaroni/cheese that we can offer people 
while they shop are greatly appreciated and     
enjoyed. 

Please continue to pray for this ministry and all 
whom enter.  

You may contact Julie Freeman, Barbara Chris-
toferson or Mardi Jorgensen with comments, 
questions and concerns at 360-913-1551.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gathering Place 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

Thanksgiving dinner will be served on Thursday, 

November 24 ,at 12 noon-1 pm. We will have in-

side dining as well as drive through take out. All 

are welcome.  

Volunteers to help prepare, serve and clean up 

should  contact Barbara at 4352108325 or email 

kenandbarbara @wavecable.com. Thank you. 



 

Interested in automatic withdrawals  

for your offerings? 

Forms are available in the treasurer’s office. You 

set the date and amount, which you can change or 

cancel anytime with a phone call, email, or by 

stopping by Linda Mohler’s office. 

All information is kept locked and secure. 

There are no fees. 

Church Directories are Available! 

Our 2022 directories are available in the church 

office – one per household.  

We ask that you please initial next to your name 

when you pick one up.  

If there are additions or corrections, please email 

the church office, or leave a note in the office. 

Early Christmas Shopping? 

Consider...Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you.  

When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 

 

Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes are available in the fellowship 

hall. Offering envelopes are for anyone, member 

or friend, who would like to participate in the    

financial contributions to our congregation.  

Envelopes may also be picked up  in the office any 

time during office hours. 

Stanwood Ambassadors  

for Housing Hope 

Thanksgiving “Love” Gifts 

Once again the Stanwood Ambassadors for       

Housing Hope are collecting $50 Kroger gift cards 

or donations of any amount to be given to each    

of the low-income families of Lervick Family    

Village and Lincoln Hill Family Village for a 

Thanksgiving "love" gift. We currently have 36 

families in our care, and we will be accepting    

donations until Tuesday, November 15.  

Your donation is greatly appreciated; you will 

make a difference in the life of our residents.  

For information please contact  

Carol Jensen (360-502-0497)  

or Dee Jonson (425-359-1186). 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Preschool  

FRESH GREENERY FUNDRAISER 
Wreath orders will be ready for pickup in the  

preschool classroom on Sunday, November 20 & 

27th, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Follow the signs or 

smell!  

After the 27th they will be moved and you will be 

notified of where you can pick yours up.  

If you forgot to order we may have some extras 

available to purchase! 



 

A VETERAN’S SERVICE 

American hero Eddie Rickenbacker (1890-1973) led a life 
of daring and risk, from racing cars as a teen to piloting 
warplanes. Throughout his experiences, Rickenbacker 
grew in faith while discovering that “life had no meaning 
except in terms of helping others.” 

In the first issue of Guideposts magazine, Rickenbacker 
described spending four agonizing months of 1941 in the 
hospital after an accident. While recovering, he pondered 
life and death, concluding that he couldn’t give up           
because he still “had work to do, others to serve.” 

Less than two years later, that ordeal came in handy. After 
crashing in the South Pacific, Rickenbacker and “seven 
other starving men” were adrift on a raft for 21 days.  
Most were “so young they needed the strength and      
understanding of a man who had been down in the valley 
of the shadow, who had suffered and made sense out of 
his suffering,” he said. “It was clear to me that God had a 
purpose in keeping me alive. … I had been saved to 
serve.” 

As a doctor examined a 4-year-old boy, 
he thought it would be interesting to let 
the lad listen to the beating of his own 
heart. With the listening device in his 
ears and the probe on his heart, the boy 
was asked, “What do you hear?” 

The boy, who attended Sunday school 
regularly, responded, “Is that Jesus 
knocking?” 

“Branches” News! 

Branches — Kids ages PreK-Gr. 5 

“Branches” will now be meeting from 6—7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays! 

We will meet November 1, 8, 15, and 29,  
but will not meet Nov. 22, the week of Thanksgiving. 

On our way to church, we asked our 

grandchild why is it important to be 

quiet in church.  

She said,  

“Because there are people sleeping!” 



 

Please pray for the following members and friends of  Our Saviour’s: 

Family & friends of Sue Holmes (wife of Leif, & sister-in-law of John & 
Nancy Holmes); Arlene McKellar in the loss of her sister Wanda; 
Joneen & Jack Richards in the loss of Joneen’s sister  Sareva; family & 
friends of Father William Treacy; Ben Maxson & family; Jim Neher; 
Pam Holdal (friend of Leilani Erps & OSLC); Emma Sessions, daughter 
of Michael & Kristine Hughes; Daric & Linda Mohler; Dennis Osborn; 
Angela Libengood; Andrew Sylling (son of Charlie & Candyce); Marc 
Marlone, friend of DeFelice family; Lorraine Van Brocklin; Rick Codi-
ga; Jamey Szalda; Stacie & Darin Richards (daughter-in-law & son of 
Pr. Jack & Joneen Richards); Jenni Bodnar; Beverley Klatt; David Rock-
wood (son of Bruce & Michelle); Jay Slack (husband of Kathy); David 
& Linnea (friends of Annette Bowden), Hunter, age 14 (friend of An-
nette Bowden); Margaret Utgard; Ray Cresap; Pr. Paul & Elsie Wietzke; 
Hailey (granddaughter of Lorri  DeFelice); Larry & Jessica Sande; Tim-
othy Earl & John Carpenter (friends of Lorrie & Joe DeFelice); Terry 
Jensen (daughter of Carol Jensen); Jim Quait; Ethan & family; Helen 
Thayer; Duane & Becky Rowett (brother & sister-in-law of Sandy 
Schreiner), Meg Gray (niece of Bob & Maureen Hitz); Shannah Ro-
denberger; Eddie Allianic; Marilyn Nienhuis; Bruce Rockwood; Todd 
Larson; Judy & Paul Anderson; Gracie Miller; Cameron Ruscha         
(HS student of Erik Ronning); Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Marlene 
Schuster; Michele Kunzman  

Prayers also for: 

All those suffering from the effects of violence, COVID, and natural   

disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress,           

WA governor, Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Congregation, the 

Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

November 6, 2022 

All Saints Sunday 

Revelation 7:(2-8) 9-17 

Psalm 149 

1 John 3:1-3 

Matthew 5:1-12 

November 13, 2022 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

Malachi 4:1-6 

Psalm 98 

II Thessalonians 3:(1-5) 6-13 

Luke 21:5-28 (29-36) 

November 20, 2022 

Christ the King Sunday 

Malachi 3:13-18 

Psalm 95:1-7a or 46 

Colossians 1:13-20 

Luke 23:27-43 

November 24, 2022 

Thanksgiving Day 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Psalm 100 

Philippians 4:4-9 

John 6:25-35 

November 27, 2022 

First Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 

Romans 13:(8-10) 11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

Altar Flowers 

Do you want to celebrate/commemorate a person or occasion?  

There are dates available on the  Altar Flower sign-up sheet in the Sanctuary narthex.  

Please Note: It is now a $40 donation.  

You may put a check in the offering with a note: “Flowers” 

Please contact Lina Richert or Candace Spong for more information. 

 

When a new baby is welcomed into our congregation,  

a rose is placed on the altar to honor the occasion.  

If you know of someone who has recently had a birth in t 

heir family, please let the office know! 

 



 

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P. O. Box 370 
Stanwood, WA 98292 
 
 
Change Service Requested 

Non Profit Organization 
US Postage 
PAID 
Stanwood, WA 98292 
Permit No. 11 

2022 

 

Please join us for our worship  

service which will include  

Holy Communion and  

special music. 

 

Pie Social Following Worship! 

All Saint’s Sunday 
November 6, 2022 

Names and pictures of  special loved ones  

are due Tuesday, November 1. 

All Saints’ Sunday will be celebrated Sunday,       

November 6. At both worship services, while    

Pastor Mark reads the names, candles will be lit 

in memory of our friends and loves ones we 

have lost in the last 12 months. 

If you would like the name of a special loved 

one, from outside the congregation, included in 

the candle lighting and reading, please notify 

the office by November 1, Tuesday. 

We would like to include a picture on the over-

head screen while we light the candles and read 

the names. Please email the pictures to the 

church office, office@oslcstanwood.org or drop 

them off in the office to be scanned. 


