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“Even In Old Age…” 

“Even in old age, they will still produce fruit.”  

Psalm 92:14 

How about three cheers for getting old. This thought does not generally pass through   

my mind - but maybe it should. Each year, as I age, it seems more aches and pains pop 

up and are reminders that I’m not getting any younger. Being pelted with continuous ads 

about the obsession and quest for the fountain of youth, not to mention the $58.5 billion 

dollar anti-aging industry, no wonder we look down on getting old. But isn’t it interesting 

that a recent study in the Journal of Clinical Psychology, after collecting extensive      

data on overall health and happiness, to the researcher’s surprise, older people are the 

happiest. It was another surprise to find that people in their 20’s and 30’s registered   

being the most unhappy due to stress, depression, and anxiety. Perhaps with age, comes greater wisdom.      

Proverbs 16:31 states that gray hair is a crown of splendor, and that it is attained in the way of               

righteousness. We might not make all the right decisions over the years, but perhaps, over the years, more  

decisions become rightfully clear.   

How about a few quotes to consider: 

“Getting old is like climbing a mountain; you get a little out of breath, but the view is much better.” 

“Age is inevitable. Aging isn’t.” 

“Don’t complain about growing old. It is a privilege denied to many.” 

Three quotes from three very different sources. Can you guess who said what? Does it matter? Each one gives 

us food for thought. These quotes are attributed to Ingrid Bergman (actress), Marv Levy (former NFL head 

football coach), and Mark Twain (author). 

So, how about our primary source for spiritual food? What does the Bible say about old age?  

In Psalm 92:14, the Psalmist says, “Even in old age, they will still produce fruit.” Who are “they”, you 

might ask? The previous two verses reveal the answer. “But the godly will flourish like palm trees and grow 

strong like the cedars of Lebanon. For they are transplanted to the Lord’s own house. They flourish in the 

courts of our God. Even in old age, they will still produce fruit; they will remain vital and green”  

(Ps. 92:12-14). 

Every day, I am surrounded by the “crown of splendor”! Those who display gray hair are still vital, still green, 

still growing, and still being transplanted from glory to glory!  

If you didn’t know, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church is also up there in years. OSLC is nearing 150 years.     

But this church, that has been around the block a few times, is still green; it is still growing; and it is still    

producing fruit. We have much to be thankful for. We have much to praise God for. We have much to hope 

for as we press on past 150. We have hope because our God is the same yesterday, today and forever. Now,  

as our years advance, may we hear the Psalmist’s words with greater urgency: “Teach us to realize the brevity 

of life, so that we may grow in wisdom.” (Ps. 90:12) 

Thankful to still be climbing with you, one huff and puff at a time! A beautiful lookout is just ahead! 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Mark 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship— 

Fellowship Hall and FM only Outdoors 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 

Are You Receiving our Devotions  

and Letters E-mails? 

Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and     

devotions from church members are sent out     

regularly through Mailchimp.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at                                      

Office@oslcstanwood.org 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 

Church Directories are Available! 

Our 2022 directories are available in the church 

office – one per household.  

We ask that you please initial next to your name 

when you pick one up.  

If there are additions or corrections, please 

email the church office, or leave a note in the 

office. 



 

 

 

New Senior Ministries Program  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

We are exploring the idea of creating a senior   

ministry and are looking for volunteers to           

participate on a committee to help form the vision 

and purpose of this new ministry. The idea is to  

focus on the areas of recreation, fellowship,         

education, life help and life skills.  

If you feel called to participate please reach out to 

me directly, Karim Khoury (425) 971-8614. 

Columbarium Project—Update 

The columbarium project at  

the OSLC Cemetery on Pioneer 

Highway is moving along   

nicely. Recently, the prep work 

was completed prior to the foundation being 

poured. With the cooperation of the weather, the 

committee hopes to have the installation of the 

two granite columbaria completed by the end of 

April.  

If you are interested in learning more about the 

columbaria or wish to purchase a niche for future 

internment, please see Dan Haskins or Jim Neher.    

Sunday Worship Videos  

Now in a New Location 

In case you haven’t been able to find the videos for the recent worship services, you’ll find 

them in a new location. We are now uploading to our Vimeo site (instead of YouTube). Go to 

our website at https://www.oursaviourschurch.org/, look for the words: Current Worship 

Service Videos on the home page. Click on that and you’ve found the Vimeo site. 

Another approach is to go to Sermons on the website menu and see a prompt to click to the 

Vimeo site from that screen. 

If you are using a computer, you should immediately see the videos that have been uploaded. 

If you are using your cell phone to find the video, you do all of the above but have one more 

click to make. You need to click on the Videos tab which appears under OSLC Stanwood.  

The old videos are all still on the website in case you wish to look back to one you might have missed. Go to 

the Sermon page on the website to find them. 

Please contact the office if you need help.         Annette Bowden 

 

 

 

Thurs-
day, May 5, at Noon 

Stanwood Haggen's 

Please join us as we gather with millions of       
believers across our nation, to lift our prayers of 
praises, supplications and worship to Almighty 
God.   

We'll plan to see you there!   

Questions - Sandy at 360-629-8510 

Yard Sale to Benefit  

Boscovet Mission 

Note Date Change 

The annual yard sale fundraiser for the Boscovet 

Project is June 17, 18 and 19. Please save any 

items you would like to donate.   

Contact Dan or Linda Haskins with any questions.   



 

Women of Our Saviour’s 

We are meeting May 11, Wednesday, at 1:00 p.m. 

in the Olympic Room. We meet the 2nd Wednes-

day of each month, except during summer. All 

women of our church are welcome. Please join us. 

At our May meeting we are planning on having a 

guest speaker from Resources Center-Ministerial 

Fund. It will be very interesting. If you have any 

questions, contact Joy Watkins 360-387-8647.  

 

Save the Date! 
October 5, 6, 7 – 2022 

OSL Women’s Retreat at Rainbow Lodge 

Study: Sensible Shoes 
By Sharon G. Brown 

(We will be ordering books.) 

The cost is $265, which includes private rooms 

with sinks, delicious meals, and lovely trails to 

walk, etc.  

???’s – contact Lorri DeFelice, 425-327-8961  

or Becky Wietzke, 360-722-4377. 

OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Saturday, May 7, 10 AM 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets at church 

on the first Saturday of every month at 10 a.m. for 

devotions, prayer, fellowship, and work on prayer 

shawls.  We have been working diligently to create 

and give shawls to comfort and cover in prayer 

people with a variety of needs.  We welcome    

additional knitters and crocheters to join us or 

work on shawls at home.  Please contact Becky 

Wietzke (360-722-4377) if you have questions    

or know of someone who could be blessed by   

receiving a prayer shawl. 

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 
Continuing through June 8, 9 AM 

Series: “The Chosen” 

Please join us for 8 weeks of watching “The 
Chosen”, created by Dallas Jenkins who brings 
inspiring Life to the journey of Jesus Christ. 

For more information, you may contact Kathy 
Beauchamp, 425-280-4777, or Amy Thompson, 
425-737-0529. 

Martha Circle Bible Study 

We are meeting Wednesday, May 11, at 2 p.m. in 

the Olympic room. We meet the 2nd Wednesday 

of each month, except during summer. We will be 

discussing the 2nd chapter in ‘The Women of the 

Bible Speak’ written by Shannon Bream. You can 

order this book on Amazon or contact Barbara 

Crow, 360-654-1923, if you have questions.  

Hope you can join us.  

Mission Quilters News 

On Sunday, May 1st, we will have the Blessing of 

the Quilts. We are contributing about 40 quilts to 

Lutheran Community Services NW for adults, 

toddlers and babies. These quilts will be lovingly 

given to Afghan and Ukrainian refugees arriving 

in our area. The quilts will be displayed in the 

Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall that morning.  

 

This month we quilters will meet on May 3, 17, 

24 and 31. We meet at the church from 9 AM to 

noon. All welcome to join! 

Thank you! 

Del and Ardis Larson wish to express their deep 
gratitude for all the prayers, cards, concern, and 
loving support from their church family over the 
last few months during Del’s illness.  

Continued prayers would be appreciated! 



 

A Message from Alex 

  
This month, our students wrestled with the awesome fact that God uses our weaknesses to make us more like 

Jesus. 

“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I 

will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake 

of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong.” – 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 

It is an odd concept to boast about our weakness. Why would anyone rejoice or admire that life has brought a 

season of hardship? From the outside looking in, that can seem pretty crazy. In these passages, not only do we 

see that Paul boasts of his weaknesses, we see him gladly doing it! 

When was the last time your initial response was that of gladness when life took a turn for the worst? I am 

hard-pressed to find an example in my own life! Ask Katherine, when I come down with the flu, I am prone to 

complain. Or when someone attacks me personally, I can be quick to defend myself rather than forgive. People 

naturally take the path of least resistance. I don’t know of anyone who purposely chooses jobs, friends, or a 

spouse while knowing that it will one day blow up in their face. Human beings don’t like pain, failure, and sor-

row! We desire that our lives be smooth sailing. 

Even Paul’s first instinct was to first try and avoid his hardship. In verse 8, we read, “Three times I pleaded 

with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.” Paul, the man who would eventually write much of the 

New Testament, had to wrestle with the fact that Jesus had him in a season where he was uncomfortable. 

Whether his issue was a sickness or a spiritual weakness, Paul was desperate for the Lord to fix him. He didn’t 

just ask Jesus, he pleaded with Him! 

Why did the Lord allow Paul to struggle in his weakness? What was God’s purpose? Let us quote Paul’s words 

to find the answer. “So that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” That is it! Jesus revealed that His power 

is made perfect in Paul’s weakness. God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him! This is true 

even when we are in the midst of loss, pain, and hardship. The glory and awesomeness of Jesus shine in our 

lives when we find contentment in Him regardless of the circumstance. The world says, “When life gives you 

lemons (struggles), make lemonade.” The Bible tells us, “The struggles of life exist so you can learn to trust 

Jesus in all things.” This is where contentment is found. 

“For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

Blessings, 

Alex 

VBS 
Wednesday, June 22—Saturday, June 25 

Saturday will end in a family picnic. 

Ages: 4 years old through 5th grade 



 

OUR SAVIOUR’S PLAYERS 

A BIG THANK YOU to all our actors who played 

very inspirational roles in our presentations  

during Lent and Easter: 

Laura Rockwood Jon King 

Sheila Tonne  Isaiah Bankson 

Jim Neher   Anna Ronning 

Kristen Ronning Becky Wietzke 

Annette Bowden Barbara Tetlow 

Donna Cook  Pastor Mark Bankson 

   Bruce Richert 
 

 

Easter Breakfast 

 
 

Thank you to all our friends at Our Saviour’s             

who helped make our Easter Breakfast an                    

IMMENSE success!! 

Cleanup Day—Thank you!  

Thank you to all who showed up to 

help on April 9th for the spring clean-

up day. It has been a couple of years 

so there was a lot to catch up on. So, 

it's not too soon to mark your calendars for the  

Saturday before Easter next year.  

Those individuals helping out were Mike and 

Kathy Beauchamp, Jerry Crofoot, Mark Bankson, 

Sig Hanson, Sandy Schreiner, Dan Haskins, and 

Dan Norris. 

A special thank you to Dave Rodenberger who  

also hauled almost 1300 pounds of yard waste and 

trimmings to Lenz Recycling.  

   Dan Haskins, Property and Grounds 

Seattle Mariners vs Houston Astros - July 23, 2022 

A charter bus trip to Seattle Mariner stadium on Saturday, July 23 is being planned.  The bus will 

leave OSLC parking lot at 10 a.m. for the 1 p.m. game to cheer our Mariners to victory over the 

tough Astros. 

Due to price increases in game tickets, charter bus and fuel costs the per person cost is $75.00 

which includes bus parking and driver tip. The reserved seats are again in Section 118. To make 

this trip work, we need 50 people to attend, maximum bus capacity is 56. We currently have 24 interested fans 

on the list. It's a first come - first served situation, so if you are interested, please do not hesitate to contact 

Sheri Durham at durhamsheri@gmail.com. 

Payment of $75.00 per person will be due by June 20. Please make your checks out to Our Saviour's Lutheran 

Church, noting Seattle Mariner baseball on the check and mail to PO Box 370, Stanwood, WA 98292. Please 

make this payment separate from your church offering check. All game checks will be held and deposited on 

June 20. Should the trip be cancelled and refunds need to be made, your game check will be returned to you. 

We will be required to comply with any CDC guidelines at the time of the trip, meaning masks may be        

required on the bus. 

If you are interested or have any questions, contact Sheri at durhamsheri@gmail.com or call 360-631-4150. 

The Mariners are playing exciting baseball. This Saturday afternoon game should be fun! 

Interested in automatic withdrawals  

for your offerings? 

Forms are available in the treasurer’s office. You 

set the date and amount, which you can change or 

cancel anytime with a phone call, email, or by 

stopping by Linda Mohler’s office. 

All information is kept locked and secure. 

There are no fees. 



 

 

 

Volunteers Responding to Ministry 

Are you looking for a way to connect with OSLC?  

Are you looking for an opportunity to meet new people and make new friends? 

Are you looking to have fun while serving your church community? 

Are you looking to use your talents to achieve Jesus’, Great Commission? 

Simply Call  (360) 474-7548 

or email  Oslcstewardship2021@gmail.com 

Leave a message and we will personally call you back    

to discuss opportunities! 

THE CHANGING IMAGE OF MOTHER 

4-year-old: “My mommy can do anything!” 

8-year-old: “My mom knows a lot! A whole lot!” 

12-year-old: “My mother doesn’t really know 
quite everything.” 

14-year-old: “Naturally, mom doesn’t know that, 
either.” 

16-year-old: “Mom? She’s hopelessly old-
fashioned.” 

18-year-old: “That old woman? She’s way out of 
date!” 

25-year-old: “Well, she might know a little bit 
about it.” 

30-year-old: “She’s smarter than she used to be.” 

35-year-old: “Before we decide, let’s get Mom’s 
opinion.” 

50-year-old: “Wonder what Mom would have 
thought about it?” 

65-year-old: “Wish I could talk it over with Mom.” 

Preschool 

We have been blessed to have succeeded another 

year safely through COVID times! We are        

excited to get back into our normal end of the year 

activities, after a 3-year absence!    

We will be hosting a Mother's Tea for the 4 & 5-

year-old classes in May as well as our Annual 

Spring Program for all our families to celebrate 

the end of our year!   

We are sad to say goodbye to our 3-year-old class 

teacher, Natalie Hagglund, who has been with us 

the past 10 years. We will miss her but wish her 

the best on her new endeavors! Katherine     

Abdallah will be taking over the 3-year-old clas-

ses for her! 

We thank all our families and church family for 

their continued support and love!  

Jaimi McCall 



 

Our Christian Love and Sympathy to… 

The family and friends of Marylee Sams 

The family and friends of Ying Lu 

Please pray for the following members and friends of    

Our Saviour’s: 

Del Fox in the loss of his sister, Ramona Brodland; Peggy Land; Jeff  

O’Donnell (husband of Tammy Lervick O’Donnell); Dave & Ellen     

Matthewson; Lorraine Van Brocklin; David & Linnea (friends of Annette 

Bowden), Irma McCarthy; Jane King; Hailey (granddaughter of Lorri  

DeFelice); Pr. Paul & Elsie Wietzke; Mick Hanson; Del & Ardis Larson; 

Willy Blom; Peter Hammer; Pat Fikkert (friend of Peter & Linda              

Hammer); Dan McFarland (friend of Tom & Carol Curtis); Larry &      

Jessica Sande; Gary Ruef, Jr. (family of Lorrie & Joe DeFelice); Timothy 

Earl & John Carpenter (friends of Lorrie & Joe DeFelice);  Stacie & Darin 

Richards (daughter-in-law & son of Pr. Jack & Joneen Richards); Robert 

MacNeal; Elsie Pritchard; Gretchen Mitchell (cousin of Lynn Leese); 

Mary Wolff; Terry Jensen (daughter of Carol Jensen); Jay Slack (husband 

of Kathy); Jim Quait; Daric (husband of Linda Mohler); Ethan & family 

(college student); Helen Thayer; Duane & Becky Rowett (brother & sister

-in-law of Sandy Schreiner), Meg Gray (niece of Bob & Maureen Hitz); 

Shannah Rodenberger; Eddie Allianic; Marilyn Nienhuis; Bruce                 

Rockwood; Todd Larson; Judy & Paul Anderson; Gracie Miller; Judy 

Waltier (friend of Jon & Jane King); Beverley Klatt; Cameron Ruscha 

(HS student of Erik Ronning); Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Marlene 

Schuster; Michele Kunzman; Ryker (grandnephew of Judy & Paul            

Anderson.  

Prayers also for: 

All those suffering from the effects of COVID-19, and natural disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress,              

WA governor, Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Congregation, 

the Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents,    

Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

May 1, 2022 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:1-22 

Psalm 30 

Revelation 5:(1-7) 8-14 

John 21:1-14 (15-19) 

May 8, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 20:17-35 

Psalm 23 

Revelation 7:9-17 

John 10:22-30 

May 15, 2022 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 11:1-18 

Psalm 150 

Revelation 21:1-7 

John 16:12-22 

May 22, 2022 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:9-15 

Psalm 67 

Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27 

John 16:23-33 

May 26, 2022 
Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 

May 29, 2022 
Resurrection of Our Lord 

Acts 1:12-26 

Psalm 133 

Revelation 22:1-6 (7-11) 12-20 

John 17:20-26 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

THE ASCENSION CHALLENGE 

Ever wonder what it might have been like to be a disciple when Jesus ascended into       
heaven? He gave them the monumental task of making disciples of all the world. Plus, 
they’d have to do it without relying on Jesus’ physical presence, as they had until then. 
Were the disciples overwhelmed, uncertain, afraid? 

Maybe, yet they went on to spread the gospel throughout the world nonetheless. They rose 
to the challenge because they fixed their gaze above as they watched Jesus disappear into 
the clouds. 

When we follow that example, offering ourselves as willing servants and keeping our eyes 
trained on Jesus instead of our circumstances, there’s no limit to what God can accomplish 
through us. 

May 26, 2022 



 

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P. O. Box 370 
Stanwood, WA 98292 
 
 
Change Service Requested 

Non Profit Organization 
US Postage 
PAID 
Stanwood, WA 98292 
Permit No. 11 

 

2022 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

Congregational Meeting 

 

 

“VISION 150 and BEYOND” 

Purpose: To announce the beginning 

of a project to explore and develop the 

long-term plans of our church. 

Sunday 

May 22, 2022

Fellowship Hall 

9:30 AM 

(between services) 

Regular Worship Service Schedule 

 

 

Ladies’ Tea 
Saturday, May 7th, 1:00 PM 

All Ages!  
Limited seating, reservations required. 

Call and leave a message  

with number of seats requested. 

Lina Richert 360-387-4400 

Cost: $10 
You may drop a check made out to OSLC and 

directed to “Ladies’ Tea” in the offering plate, 

or pay at the door. 


