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“Torn” 

“And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.  

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”  

Matthew 27:50-51 

The temple curtain was no ordinary curtain. It measured 60 feet tall, 30 feet wide, and four inches thick. 

(Think of the thickness of an old Seattle phone book!) The curtain was comprised of 72 squares that were 

sewn together. It is said that a team of horses could not pull it apart. This veil represented a barrier between  

the Glory of God and human beings. When Jesus breathed his last, this tapestry that required 300 priests to 

carry, was suddenly and completely ripped down the middle in two pieces from top to bottom. So marks the     

shredding of the dividing wall between a holy God and His sinful people. As Jesus breathed his last, his death, 

and sacrifice for sin, marked the first moment, since the Garden of Eden, in which humanity would have open 

access to our Living God. God would no longer be shrouded in cowering fear, mystery and earned privilege. 

Through Jesus’ death, and resurrection, a new day dawned, with clarity, security, and availability. All people 

suddenly were given free access to encounter Almighty God and personally know His grace and mercy. The 

writer of Hebrews would later write about this new found freedom; “Let us then approach the throne of grace 

with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16)    

There was another “tearing” that occurred, recorded in Mark’s Gospel, that hinted at this unfathomable      

expression of power and victory. As Jesus exited the waters of the Jordan River, after being baptized by John 

to begin his march in ministry and the madness of the cross – we are told that the heavens were “torn open” 

and the Spirit descended upon him. Then we are told that his Father spoke words of love, faith and pure   

pleasure over him. It was as if his Father was not going to let anything get in the way of empowering his Son 

to complete his mission and conquer the cross. So, he tore open the heavens, communicated his love, and  

connected him with divine power. 

So then, again, at the conclusion of his mission, while on the cross, having  conquered sin, the devil and      

ultimately death - the Father left no doubt in his determination. He tears, shreds and rips apart the curtain in  

the temple – for all to know - that nothing would get in the way of his grace, and from followers carrying out 

His mission. It was a message to the world and to his disciples that they were being empowered and set free in 

His Spirit. They would now know God’s love, faith and pure pleasure as never before. 

This Ash Wednesday, we will be passing out a Lenten Devotional entitled, “TORN”. The devotional prayer 

journal is to guide you day by day, through the 40 days of Lent, and help you draw nearer to God. As Jesus has 

shredded the wall of hostility that existed between God and humanity, may this Lenten Season be a time in 

which God tears down the lies, accusations and fears we have perhaps unknowingly embraced – and open our 

eyes, heart and mind to the joy, freedom and power we have freely been given through the sacrifice of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

I hope to see you Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

 Dinner – 6:15 p.m. – in the fellowship hall 

  Worship – 7:00 p.m. – in the sanctuary 

    God Bless You All, Pastor Mark 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship— 

Fellowship Hall and FM only Outdoors 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 

Are You Receiving our Devotions  

and Letters E-mails? 

Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and     

devotions from church members are sent out     

regularly through Mailchimp.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at                                      

Office@oslcstanwood.org 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 

OSLC Position Opening 

Custodian/Maintenance 

OSLC has an opening for a combined custodial 
and maintenance person, effective March 1, 
2022.  The position is part-time, 20-28 hours  
per week.  

If you are interested and would like more       
information, please contact Dan Haskins,        
360-774-0386 or danwazzu78@aol.com.  

Interested in automatic withdrawals  

for your offerings? 

Forms are available in the treasurer’s office. You 

set the date and amount, which you can change or 

cancel anytime with a phone call, email, or by 

stopping by Linda Mohler’s office. 

All information is kept locked and secure. 

There are no fees. 



 

Women of Our Saviour’s 

We are meeting March 9 at 1 p.m. in the Olympic 

Room. We meet the 2nd Wednesday of each 

month.  

All women of our church are welcome. Please 

join us. 

This month we are passing out new 2022 Women 

of Our Saviour’s booklets. We are also discussing 

our budget for this year.   

If you have any questions, please contact Joy 

Watkins, 360 387-8647. 

 

 

Martha Circle Bible Study 

We are meeting Wednesday, March 9, at 2 p.m. in 

the Olympic Room. 

This month we will begin a new study on     

Women of the Bible; specifics will be shared at 

our meeting. Please join us. 

If you have any questions, please contact Barbara 

Crow, 360-654-1923. 

OSLC Mission Quilters 
Tuesdays, 9 AM— Noon 

March is Bonus Month!  We have five Tuesdays 

this month. Here’s our schedule: March 1, 15, 22 

and 29. (We don’t meet the second Tuesday.)

Come join us from 9-noon.  

If you have questions please call Candace Spong 

425-830-8423. 

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 
9 AM 

Please join us for as we continue our  

10-week study of Jen Wilkin’s 

“Better: A Study of Hebrews” 

Questions? Contact Kathy Beauchamp 

425-280-4777, or mkbeau@msn.com 

 

Save the Date! 
October 5, 6, 7 – 2022 

OSL Women’s Retreat at Rainbow Lodge 
Study: Sensible Shoes 

 By Sharon G. Brown 
(We will be ordering books.) 

 

The cost is $265, which includes private rooms 
with sinks, delicious meals, and lovely trails to 
walk, etc.  
???’s – contact Lorri DeFelice, 425-327-8961  
or Becky Wietzke, 360-722-4377. 

 

 

Mother-daughter Tea 

Save the date: 

Saturday, May 7th, 1:00 \PM 
Limited seating, reservations required 

Call and leave a message  

with number of seats requested. 

Lina Richert 360-387-4400 

OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry group has     

begun meeting monthly on Saturday morning.      

All are welcome to join us as we discuss the      

development of this new ministry and share what 

we have been working on. Even if you don't knit 

or crochet, there are cards to be written and shawls 

to wrap for delivery. If you would like to learn to 

knit or crochet, Carol Jensen has volunteered to 

teach. Please watch your bulletins and newsletters 

for the next opportunity.  

If you have questions, please call Becky Wietzke 

at 360-722-4377 or rawietzke@yahoo.com 



 

“THE GREAT COMMISSION” – Step Two 

Always Be Prepared 

…do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, 

for what you are to say will be given you in that hour. 

       Matt. 10:19 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit… 

 1 Cor. 2:13a 

…always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 

for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect… 

 1 Peter 3:15b 

Last month we started this adventure of sharing Jesus’ story of love and grace with His great commission – “GO 

AND MAKE DESCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS” (Matt. 28:19).  In our Bible studies, we have seen that Jesus 

listened, loved and served/helped everyone He met, and told us to do likewise.  That first step turned out to be 

pretty straight forward and easy. 

Step #2 – the “telling part”, seems to be a bit more involved – maybe even scary for some?  This is where we 

start the “always be prepared to give an answer” part.  This is simply sharing what God has done for you in the 

last week.   Save the dramatic – the will-never-forget experience(s) for an in-depth discussion and the exchange 

of stories or discussions about how God called us or how Holy Spirit works in your life.  Go for the simple 

things that others can relate to in life. 

Now, open your heart and pray for Abba to send Holy Spirit to guide and direct you; to give you the words to 

reach each person He sends to you.  And, thank Him for His love, mercy and direction – all in Jesus’ name. 

Then pretend Pastor Mark just asked you how God was present in your life, or what God did for you, this week 

– tell him in a minute or less.  Would you say something like – 

 He brought my grandson’s puppy home safe and sound after being lost for 2 days; 

 He put a smile on my face all day long – 2 days in a row!; 

 He inspired me to write a poem; 

 He led me to a special Scripture that helped answer to a problem I’ve been wrestling with; 

 I have this peace and calm in my life that tells me “everything is going to be OK”; 

 I got good tests results!; 

 I was almost hit by a car that ran a stop sign 

Stop and look at your life – where do you see God in it?  Can you put God’s name in your life?  In the face of 

your new neighbor who just offered you a bunch of roses from her garden?  A couple extra bills this month 

made your grocery allowance short and you found  three terrific sales on items you were out of?  The message 

on Sunday morning set your heart on fire?  See the beauty of the first crocus?  

God is everywhere, in every heartbeat  – we just have to open our eyes, ears and heart. 

Now that you’ve identified a way that God has manifested Himself in your life, fluff it out by adding a couple 

descriptive or explanatory sentences.   Write it down.   Read it out loud.  Read it again and time how long it 

takes to read it.  A minute or less is great.  If longer than a minute, edit what you wrote.  Practice it out loud   

until it flows easily.  Now head for a mirror and practice saying it while looking yourself in the eye.  Share it 

with a family member or friend. 

See how easy it is!   You don’t need to prepare a sermon or “give a talk” - you simply share a small piece of 

your God-filled life with another person.  That’s your testimony. 

                (continued next page) 



 

The Great Commission—Step Two, continued 

Sometimes, adding a little “extra preparation” can help start the conversation.  Wear a T-shirt that has a saying 

on it that someone might inquire about.  Most recently, two of my favorites are a bright orange T-shirt that has 

“Samaritan Purse” on it – I’ve been asked once about it.  The other is a shirt that says “Welcome to the Good 

Life” - that one I’ve been asked about twice.  Wearing crosses (or other jewelry) is another, or a hat with Our 

Saviour’s Lutheran on it. 

An extremely effective thing to do is add little “God” or “faith” nuggets into your everyday speech.  Examples:  

I just came from  church where some ladies are quilting;  at Starbucks:  I have meeting for the Worship Com-

mittee at church and am a few minutes early – thought I’d grab a cup of coffee;  the kids at church last Sunday 

made valentines and passed them out after the service;  I’m watching “The Chosen” with a friend and they 

showed……  Did your grandchild sing “Jesus Loves Me” for you or tell you about David and Goliath – share 

that!  These little nuggets often trigger a question and you can share your testimony in response. 

“So, everyone who acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge before 

My father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men 

 I also will deny before My father who is in heaven.” 

Jesus tells His disciples in Matt. 10:32-33 

LET’S GET SHARING! 

Caring Place Donations 
Clothing of ALL sizes and styles for women, 
men and children are needed. Think head to toe 
in sizes newborn through 4XL. All new and gen-
tly used clothing must be clean and free of mend-
ing needs. Underwear will only be accepted in 
new or like new condition. 

Clothing items include:  

Shirts, pants, shorts, sweatshirts, dresses, pa-
jamas, swim suits, coats, hats, scarves, gloves, 
purses, belts, socks, shoes, and more. Kid’s 
sizes 3T-7/8 are especially needed. 

Other Essential Donation Items: 

Toiletries (shampoo, soap, toothpaste, razors, 
deodorant, diapers, feminine hygiene prod-
ucts, laundry soap). Blankets, sheets, towels. 
School supplies, educational toys, puzzles, 
books. Backpacks, tarps, raingear (for home-
less clients). 

Donations are accepted on Mondays  

and Wednesdays, 1—5 p.m. 

If you have any questions about donated items, 
please contact Julie Freeman – 360-941-6621. 



 

Youth News! — A Message from Alex 

The beginning of 2022 has been incredibly eventful for all our students at OSLC! 

Thanks to Dee Jonson, Branches Elementary had a wonderful opportunity in creating over 50 birthday cake 

gift boxes for the children at Stanwood's Housing Hope. Families in need will now receive a gift box filled 

with a gift and the ingredients to bake a delicious cake. Our elementary students thank all those who generous-

ly donated to this project! 

Grafted Middle School traveled to Washington Family Ranch in Antelope, OR from February 4th - 6th for 

their first retreat! Our middle school students had an awesome weekend connecting with one another through 

exciting activities and devotional time. Every morning and evening, students engaged with applicable ques-

tions about their relationship with Jesus. "Who is Jesus?", "Does He care about me?", "Does He want to know 

me?", and "What do I do with this information?" were some of the questions students discussed. Evangelism 

was also a key topic, and everyone walked away with a better understanding of what it means to be a "fisher of 

men". 

Lastly, The Vine High School just returned from Lincoln City, OR for their first mid-winter retreat. Their 

weekend was filled with morning devotions, heart-to-heart conversation, games, a Tillamook Creamery Tour, 

an Evergreen Museum Tour, and fun in the sun at the beach! Our devotional time was centered on Psalm 139 

and experiencing the presence of the LORD. "Although God knows everything about you, all He desires is to 

know you!" To know God is to experience Him in relationship. Students also gleamed from Jesus' prayer life 

and recognized the infinite value of pursuing the LORD while we are alone. 

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 

and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 

But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you." - Matthew 6:5-6 

Blessings from all our youth at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church! 



 

A sincere thank you to the congregation for 

your support in supplying birthday party kits 

to the children at Lincoln Family Village and 

Lervick Family Village. The kits are perfect, 

and there will be some very happy kids!  

Thank you so much.  

Dee Jonson 

Stanwood Ambassadors for  

Housing Hope.  



 

Volunteers Responding to Ministry 

Are you looking for a way to connect with OSLC?  

Are you looking for an opportunity to meet new people and make new 

friends? 

Are you looking to have fun while serving your church community? 

Are you looking to use your talents to achieve Jesus’, Great Commission? 

Simply Call 

(360) 474-7548 

or email 

Oslcstewardship2021@gmail.com 

Leave a message and we will personally call you back   

to discuss opportunities! 

 

OUR SAVIOUR’S PLAYERS 

 

Are you interested in performing 

short skits to share at  

Sunday services? 

 

EASY AND FUN! 

Contact Lina Richert  

360-387-4400 

Church Directories are Available! 

Our 2022 directories are now available in the 

church office – one per household.  

We ask that you please initial next to your name 

when you pick one up.  

If there are additions or corrections, please 

email the church office, or leave a note in the 

office. 



 



 

Please pray for the following members and friends of Our Saviour’s: 

The family & friends of Dale Tetlow; the family & friends of 

Ray Breum;  Del Fox, in the loss of his brother, Claude Fox; the 

family & friends of Ying Lu; Pr. Paul Wietzke; Mick Hanson; 

Willy Blom; Pat McCarthy; Dave Matthewson; Del & Ardis  

Larson; Dan McFarland (friend of Tom and Carol Curtis); Marv 

Hansen; Becky Courthamel; Larry and Jessica Sande; Marylee & 

Leon Sams; Timothy Earl (friend of Lorrie DeFelice); Stacie & 

Darin Richards (daughter-in-law & son of Pr. Jack & Joneen 

Richards); Lorraine Van Brocklin; Robert MacNeal; Elsie Pritchard; Gretchen 

Mitchell (cousin of Lynn Leese); Mary Wolff; Terry Jensen (daughter of Carol 

Jensen); Jay Slack (husband of Kathy); Jim Quait; Daric (husband of Linda 

Mohler); Ethan and family (college student); Helen Thayer; Duane and Becky 

Rowett (brother and sister-in-law of Sandy Schreiner), Meg Gray (niece of Bob 

and Maureen Hitz); Shannah Rodenberger; Eddie Allianic; Marilyn Nienhuis; 

Bruce Rockwood; Todd Larson; Judy & Paul Anderson; Gracie Miller (age 11 

receiving chemo); Judy Waltier (friend of Jon & Jane King); Beverley Klatt; 

Cameron Ruscha (HS student of Erik Ronning);  Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg 

Paul; Ramona Brodland (sister of Del Fox); Marlene Schuster; Michele Kunz-

man; Ryker (grandnephew of Judy & Paul Anderson.  

Prayers also for: 

All those suffering from the effects of COVID-19, and natural disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA governor, 

Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Congregation, the 

Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

March 2, 2022 
Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:12-19 

Psalm 51:1-13 (14-19) 

II Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

March 6, 2022 
First Sunday in Lent 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Psalm 91:1-13 

Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 

March 13, 2022 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 26:8-15 

Psalm 4 

Philippians 3:17—4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 

March 20, 2022 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 33:7-20 

Psalm 85 

I Corinthians 10:1-13 

Luke 13:1-9 

March 27, 2022 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 12:1-6 

Psalm 32 

II Corinthians 5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

An ancient prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, think on me 
and purge away my sin. 

From earthborn passions set me free 
and make me pure within. 
  

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
that when the flood is past, 

I may th’ eternal brightness see 
and share your joy at last. 

 
—Synesius of Cyrene (4th century) 
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6:00 PM  

Dinner  

Lenten Worship — 7 PM 

March 9, 16, 23, 30 and 

April  6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

March 2nd 
6:00 PM  

Dinner  

7:00 PM 

Worship Service of 
Holy Communion  and 

Imposition of Ashes 

 


