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“A Word from Africa” 

“When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and Jesus was alone on 

land. 1. He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. 

About the fourth watch of the night, 2. he went out to them, walking on the lake. He 

was about to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he 

was a ghost. They cried out, because they all saw him and were terrified. Immediately, 

3. he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” Then, 4. he 

climbed into the boat with them and the wind died down.” Mark 6:47-51 

 

9,000 miles away from home, I lay in bed, asking the Lord for a Word. The previous Sunday, I had been      

invited to speak at an African worship service. It was a bit of a surprise, but the night before, in a dream, two 

words continued to be spoken to me; “Better Together”.  So, as I mentioned this past Sunday in church, I 

talked about how we are all “Better Together” in Christ, whether in Africa or America, and/or cross culturally 

connected by the Holy Spirit. It was a good day.   

Five days before the next Sunday, I hoped to be more prepared, so I prayed that God might give me a more 

specific Word for the next congregation. My prayer was answered. On Sunday, I was excited when the pastor 

turned to me and asked if I had a Word for them. I nodded enthusiastically, because I felt God had given one.    

As I had prayed earlier in the week, instantly, the Lord drew my attention to Jesus’ walking on the water, in 

Mark chapter 6. Months ago, I had spoken on this text, and now felt the Holy Spirit was bringing this Word 

back around to share with our friends in Africa. This encounter between Jesus and his disciples is a beautiful 

display of the Gospel – the Good News of hope that we have in Jesus Christ. 

Jesus had just fed the 5,000. Jesus sent the disciples in a boat across the Sea of Galilee, while he went up on a 

mountainside to pray. At 3:00 a.m. in the morning, he returned to the water, and it is here, in the midst of 

mighty winds and terrible toil, we are reminded of 4 wonderful attributes of our Savior.  

The following is a very simple summary – but maybe this Word from Africa will not return void.   

First, Jesus SAW his disciples. Sometimes we think we are “invisible” to God, but God truly sees us and 

knows our trials. Second, Jesus WENT OUT TO his disciples. Sometimes we think God is far, far, away and 

wonder about his connection with us, but he is very much in our midst and comes to us in our need. Third,  

Jesus SPOKE to his disciples. Sometimes, we suffer in the midst of “silence”. We wonder if God will ever 

speak, yet he comes to us through his Living Word (Jesus), his Written Word (The Bible), and his Spoken 

Word (“Rhema” – God’s voice through the Holy Spirit). Fourth, Jesus CLIMBED INTO THE BOAT with 

his disciples. So many people today suffer from isolation and feeling “alone”. Yet, we worship a God who 

willingly climbs into our boat to bring comfort, reassurance, love and peace. Christianity is the only religion in 

the world, which proclaims God humbling himself, climbing into human flesh and bringing about redemption 

and reconciliation for all the world. And one of the words we use to acknowledge this act of love is 

“Emmanuel” – “God with Us”. God is truly with us! He sees us. He comes to us. He speaks to us. And He 

climbs in to our life circumstances and is with us.       (continued on page 3) 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship— 

Fellowship Hall and FM only Outdoors 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 

Are You Receiving our Devotions  

and Letters E-mails? 

Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and     

devotions from church members are sent out     

regularly through Mailchimp.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at                                      

Office@oslcstanwood.org 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 

Congregational Meeting News 

At the January 30 Congregational Meeting, there 

were 56 voting members signed in and 53 ballots 

submitted to elect Dan Haskins, Building & 

Grounds; Mellisa Williams, Education; Julie   

Freeman, Social Concerns; and Donna Cook,  

Worship & Music for 2-year terms.  

Carol Curtis, Joy Watkins, and Mike Olson were 

elected to serve on the Nominating Committee, 

and Tom Curtis and Marilyn Tangen were elected 

as delegates to the Josephine Caring Community. 



 

Pastor Mark—A Word from Africa (continued) 

Perhaps you need to be reminded of these          

attributes of our Savior today. Perhaps you have 

been facing some fierce windstorms of your own. 

Perhaps you feel like you have been rowing like 

crazy, it’s late into the night and the struggles  

continue. Take heart! The Truth is: Your Savior 

sees you. Jesus knows your struggles. He comes to 

meet you. He is not far away. He will not remain 

silent. He will remove your fear and establish 

peace in your heart. And so we pray, “Come, Lord 

Jesus”. Pray it now, “Come, Lord Jesus. I thank 

you for meeting the disciples in their time of need. 

Your grace knows no bounds. Your love and   

mercy is endless. Come now. Meet me in my time 

of need. Show me your face. Speak your Word to 

me. Fill me with the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Grant me wisdom, insight, and understanding. Let 

me know that you are near. Thank you that you 

are, Emmanuel – You are our God who is ever 

with us!” Amen. 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Mark  

OUR SAVIOUR’S PLAYERS 

 

Are you interested in performing 

short skits to share at  

Sunday services? 

 

EASY AND FUN! 

Contact Lina Richert  

360-387-4400 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Preschool Registration 2022-2023 

 

Monday March 7th @10am-  

Current Preschool Families/Church members  

 

Tuesday March 8th @10am-  

Previous Preschool Families 

 

Thursday March 10th @10am-  

Open enrollment for new families 

 

Classes and times will be released in March newsletter.  

 

Jaimi McCall, OSLP Director 



 

OSLC Women / Martha Circle 
Wednesday, January 12 

Women of Our Saviour’s: 

We meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month from 

1—2 p.m. in the Olympic Room. All women of 

our church are welcome. Please join us! 

We have good discussion on future activities for 

the women in our church. We are also hoping to 

have events which “working” women can attend, 

therefor we are looking a how we can accommo-

date that time-wise. 

Martha Circle Bible Study: 

This women’s Bible study group meets the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month from 2—3 p.m. in the 

Olympic Room. Hope to see you there. 

Barbara Crow is our new leader and will let us 

know what our study will be in March. If you 

have any questions, please contact Barbara,             

360-654-1923. OSLC Mission Quilters 
Tuesdays, February 15 and 22 

Time Change: 9 AM— Noon 

DID YOU KNOW... 

Mission Quilters is the longest continual mission 

for Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church? Our sewing 

and quilt gatherings started in the early 1900’s and 

continue to this day! We sew blankets and quilts 

that are given locally and globally.  

Consider joining us on the first, third and fourth 

Tuesdays of the month from 9:00 to Noon. NO 

experience needed. This month we will meet    

February 15 and 22. All welcome!   

If you have questions please call Candace Spong 

425 830-8423. 

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 
February 9 — 9 AM 

Please join us for as we continue our  

10-week study of Jen Wilkin’s 

“Better: A Study of Hebrews” 

Questions? Contact Kathy Beauchamp 

425-280-4777, or mkbeau@msn.com 

OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry group has     

begun meeting monthly on Saturday morning.      

All are welcome to join us as we discuss the      

development of this new ministry and share what 

we have been working on. Even if you don't knit 

or crochet, there are cards to be written and shawls 

to wrap for delivery. If you would like to learn to 

knit or crochet, Carol Jensen has volunteered to 

teach. Please watch your bulletins and newsletters 

for the next opportunity.  

If you have questions, please call Becky Wietzke 

at 360-722-4377 or rawietzke@yahoo.com 

Coffee Hour Volunteers 

It is nice to have a little snack or cookie 

and a cup of coffee  and visit with     

others. It is also helpful to have someone 

set up and clean up.  

Please sign up on the sign-up sheet, or call the  

office or Lina Richert, 360-387-4400. 

Join the fun with the ladies of the church 

encouraging and caring for one another. 

For details call Lina Richert at 360-387-4400 



 

“THE GREAT COMMISSION” 

The angel speaking to the shepherds, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for ALL people.” 

      Matt. 2:10 

Jesus tells His disciples, “…Go and make disciples of ALL nations...” 

        Matt. 28:19 

“Go into  ALL the world & preach the Gospel to the WHOLE creation...” 

         Mark 16:15 

Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer…. Repentance and forgiveness of sins should be                               

preached in His name to ALL nations beginning in Jerusalem… 

             Luke 24:46-49 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me,  

even so I SEND YOU …” 

                 John 20:21 

“…But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you shall be  

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and  

to THE ENDS OF THE EARTH …” 

     Paul quoting Jesus in Acts 1:8 

How are all these instructions to be carried out and completed? 

Through the one word that often causes, for many of us, that fist-clenching feeling in the pit of our stomachs…..  

EVANGLISM.   

Immediately, two images commonly materialize in our “Western Culture” minds. The first, a wild-eyed maniac 

on the street corner with a hand-scrawled sign reading “The End Is Coming” and on the flip side, “Hell is Full 

of People Like You!”, and a megaphone in the other hand, into which said person is screaming “Jesus is Com-

ing - Repent and Be Saved!” 

The second image – a solemn, stoic faced person, dressed in drab clothes, waiting to check in and collect several 

boxes and a black suitcase. There’s no air conditioning – it’s sweltering and heat waves bounce off  everything. 

Let’s be honest – don’t we envision a foreign landscape, a foreign culture, a foreign language, even foreign 

looking clothes? Yet, it is the newly-arrived person who is foreign… He/she has come to bring Jesus to the   

heathens – the pagans. 

What negative preconceptions!     

But, WE are the true evangelists. Yes, you and me. We are telling the world, every day, what we believe by the 

way we live, talk and act. We are also telling each other, our church family, what we really believe by the way 

we put our faith into action. Over and over throughout the Gospels, Jesus tells us to love and serve others. That 

is how evangelism is done.   

Reach out and create a safe, friendly place, care about people, listen carefully, honestly answer their questions. 

You can do all that by putting your faith into action right here at home – yes, here in Stanwood! You don’t need 

to stand on a street corner, you don’t need to go overseas. Stanwood has plenty of opportunities to share Jesus’ 

story with others.   

Want a few suggestions? Look around right here: The Caring Place, The Gathering Place, the Food Bank,  

Housing Hope, the Resource Center, Boscovet Mission, help supervise Youth activities, teach Sunday School or 

VBS, lead a Scout or Campfire group, sign-up for coffee hour here at OSLC, attend and bring a friend/neighbor 

to Alpha, see a face you don’t recognize – go talk to them! Show interest in them by asking friendly questions 

and listening to their “circumstances and stories.” Let them talk and you listen! 

Holy Spirit has called each of us to “go and tell” and we do that by loving and serving, caring and listening! 

That is what opens the door for the unbeliever to ask you – “Why are you so happy?” “Why do you just give 

away clothes?” “Why do you keep coming here week after week and making dinner for us?”  “Who was Jesus?   

What did he do that’s so great?”     

Evangelism – it’s easy!  It all starts with listening, loving and serving others. 



 

 

VROOM 

 

Volunteers Responding to Ministry 

Are you looking for a way to connect with 

OSLC?  

Are you looking for an opportunity to 

meet new people and make new friends? 

Are you looking to have fun while serving 

your church community? 

Are you looking to use your talents to 

achieve Jesus’s, Great Commission? 

Simply Call 

(360) 474-7548 

or email 

Oslcstewardship2021@gmail.com 

Leave a message and we will personally 

call you back to discuss opportunities! 

Housing Hope Thanks You! 

On behalf of the Stanwood Ambassadors I’d like to 

thank our church family for their love and support 

of the Holiday gift card and Christmas stockings for 

the families at Lervick Family Village and Lincoln 

Hill Family Village. Several notes were received 

from the recipients, I’m sharing 2 of them with you: 

A sweet hand-made card from a child:   

Thank-you for the stockings that you provide for 

this apartment complex I appreciate it alat 

A beautiful hand-made card from a mother:   

Merry Christmas! Our family is very thankful for 

the gifts you kindly gave us. We feel very blessed to 

have had you for our sponsor. We pray that your 

Christmas and New Year’s are filled with love and 

that you are able to cherish God’s blessings.  

From our family to yours, Merry Christmas! 

If you are wondering if your stocking gift was     

appreciated by the child, we were told that each 

child embraced their stocking as in a huge hug, 

holding it tight. One teen boy cried tears of happi-

ness. Thank you all for sharing the love of Jesus, 

you made a difference in the lives of these families! 

Dee Jonson 

Stanwood Ambassador for Housing Hope 

The Caring Place 

We are so pleased and excited to announce the reopening of The Caring Place after the 

closure necessitated by the pandemic. We will be accepting donations at the house on 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 1:00 – 5:00 PM, beginning February 14, and our doors will be 

open to serve clients on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 – 5:00 PM, beginning March 1. 

This ministry has been serving from its location across the street from our church for ten 

years. As you may know, we serve those of all ages, from newborn to the elderly. We are asking for         

donations of new or very gently used clothing (clean with no stains or mending needs); toiletries;                

baby diapers and wipes; bedding, etc. 

Reopening to successfully provide these needs is only possible through the efforts of our church in           

collaboration with our community. So we are asking for your help in the day-to-day operation of this       

ministry to which we have been called. It is with unconditional love that we offer hope and understanding. 

Please, prayerfully consider being part of The Caring Place ministry!  

Reach out to Mardi Jorgensen. 360-913-1551. 

“Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? When did we ever 

see you a stranger and welcome you into our homes, or naked and clothe you?....” 

“I TELL YOU, WHENEVER YOU DID THIS FOR ONE OF THE LEAST IMPORTANT OF THESE 

BROTHERS OF MINE, YOU DID IT FOR ME!” 

Matt. 25:38,40 



 

The first half of February seems 

dominated by pink and red, cards 

and candy. But people not in a    

loving romantic relationship can 

sometimes feel left out of the festivities. Of course, 

all people need love — and certainly love is not 

limited to the romantic kind. Author Leo Buscaglia, 

who became known as “Dr. Love” for writing about 

the topic, said, “Too often we underestimate the 

power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening 

ear, an honest compliment or the smallest act of 

caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life 

around." 

Jesus taught that loving one another is second only 

in importance to loving God (Matthew 22:37-40), 

and that when we love one another, God lives in us 

(1 John 4:12). There are so many ways to do that 

— beyond candy hearts and roses! But Valentine’s 

Day is as good a reminder as any. 

BIBLICAL LOVE NOTES 

The following compliments from the Song of Solomon 
may not go over well on Valentine’s Day:  
“I compare you, my love, to a mare among Pharaoh’s                 
chariots” (1:9). “Your hair is like a flock of goats, moving 
down the slopes of Gilead” (4:1). “Your teeth are like a 
flock of shorn ewes that have come up from the wash-
ing” (4:2). “Your neck is like the tower of David, built in 
courses” (4:4). “[Your] eyes are like doves beside 
springs of water, bathed in milk, fitly set” (5:12). “Your 
navel is a rounded bowl that never lacks mixed wine. 

Your belly is a heap of wheat” (7:2). 

On the other hand, how about this one:  
“You are altogether beautiful, my love; there is no flaw in 

you” (4:7) 

 

COMMANDMENT #11 

During the 17th century, an archbishop traveling 

through Scotland met theologian Samuel Rutherford 

but kept his identity secret. Rutherford invited the man 

to stay with him. When Mrs. Rutherford gathered the 

servants on Saturday to prepare for worship the next 

day, the guest joined in and was asked a basic      

question: “How many commandments are there?” 

When the guest replied “11,” Mrs. Rutherford said, 

“What a shame it is for you, a man with gray hairs, in a 

Christian country, not to know how many command-

ments there are!” 

The next morning, Rev. Rutherford went out in the 

woods to pray and heard his guest doing likewise. 

When he discovered the archbishop’s identity,        

Rutherford invited him to preach that morning. The 

archbishop’s topic? The 11th commandment, based on 

Jesus’ words in John 13:34 — “A new commandment I 

give to you, that you love one another” (ESV). 



 

Please pray for the following members and friends of Our Saviour’s: 

Barbara Tetlow and family in the loss of her husband Dale; the family of Mary 

Sundberg; Becky Crouthamel; Timothy Earl (friend of Lorrie DeFelice); Andy 

(uncle of Nate Schwartz); Rick Tesrick (friend of Jim & Helen Neher); Stacie 

& Darin Richards (daughter-in-law & son of Pr. Jack & Joneen Richards);     

Del & Ardis Larson; Lorraine Van Brocklin; Jane King; Robert MacNeal; Elsie 

Pritchard; Gretchen Mitchell (cousin of Lynn Leese; Vivi (age 8, great-

granddaughter of Del and Ardis Larson); Mary Wolff; Terry Jensen (daughter 

of Carol Jensen); Jay Slack (husband of Kathy); Jim Quait; Daric (husband of 

Linda Mohler); Peter (husband of Linda Hammer): Ethan and family (college 

student); Helen Thayer; Sr. Emma Hofbauer (housekeeper for Fr. William 

Treacy and friend of Connie Ronning); Duane Rowett (brother of Sandy 

Schreiner), Marv Hansen; Marylee & Leon Sams; Meg Gray (niece of Bob and 

Maureen Hitz); Shannah Rodenberger; Eddie Allianic; Marilyn Nienhuis; 

Bruce Rockwood; Todd Larson; Judy & Paul Anderson; Gracie Miller (age 11 

receiving chemo); Judy Waltier (friend of Jon & Jane King); Beverley Klatt; 

Cameron Ruscha (HS student of Erik Ronning);  Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg 

Paul; Mick Hanson; Ramona Brodland (sister of Del Fox); Marlene Schuster; 

Michele Kunzman; Dave Matthewson; Ryker (grandnephew of Judy & Paul 

Anderson.  

Prayers also for: 

All those suffering from the effects of COVID-19, and natural disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA governor, 

Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Congregation, the 

Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

February 6, 2022 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphayny 

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13) 

Psalm 138 

I Corinthians 14:12b-20 

Luke 5:1-11 

February 13. 2022 
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jeremiah 17:5-8 

Psalm 1 

I Corinthians 15:(1-11) 12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

February 20, 2022 
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

Genesis 45:3-15 

Psalm 103:1-13 

I Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42 

Luke 6:27-38 

February 27, 2022 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Psalm 99 

Hebrews 3:1-6 

Luke 9:28-36 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

New 2022 Flower Chart  

in the Narthex 

Thank you for the gift of donations to Altar Flow-

ers during the past year.  

If you wish to celebrate a special     occasion or 

mark a remembrance, a contribution of $30.00 is 

appreciated. Please sign up on the Flower Chart in 

the narthex and drop a check in the offering plate, 

marked “Altar Flowers” on the memo line. One of 

us will call you to discuss your wishes for the   ar-

rangements.  

Lina Richert   ~  Candace Spong 



 

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Change Service Requested 

 

2022 

Transfiguration Sunday 

February 27, 2022 

 

Church Directories are Available! 

Our 2022 directories are now available in 

the church office – one per household.  

We ask that you please initial next to your 

name when you pick one up.  

If there are additions or corrections, please 

email the church office, or leave a note in 

the office. 


