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“Prepare for Arrival”
“Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” Luke 3:8
“Secure tray tables; return your seats to their upright position and flight attendants please
be seated.” These were the words that echoed through the plane as we “Prepared for
Arrival.”
“Honey, I think it’s time!” “I’ll get the keys”. “You get the clothes”. “I’ll start the car.”
“Is it really TIME?” “GET IN THE CAR!!” These were the words that echoed down the
hall as the soon-to-be-parents “Prepared for the Arrival.”
‘You’ve got to be kidding me!” “Tell me it isn’t so!” “This can’t be happening again!” “Another COVID
wave? Seriously??” These are the groans that echoed in the hearts of people as they were told to “Prepare for
the Arrival.”
“The man with two tunics should share with the one who has none.” “And the one who has food should do
the same.” “Don’t collect any more money that you are required to.” “Don’t accuse people falsely.”
“Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” These are the words that echoed from the mouth of John the
Baptist as he told the crowds to “Prepare for the Arrival”.
Prepare for the Arrival of what?? Through repentance, John the Baptist prepared the people for the arrival
of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Jesus, the Son of the Most High God, was about to enter his public
ministry and fulfill the purpose for which he came.
After our recent storms you might feel the urge to prepare for the arrival of another 100 mph hurricane force
wind able to snap power poles like twigs and strip tree branches bare.
Soon, you might feel the pressure to prepare for the arrival of friends, neighbors and family members
gathering for holiday dinners and festivities.
Why all this talk about arrivals? In a few short weeks, we will be celebrating the arrival of Christmas.
Christmas, marking the birth of our Savior, born to heal our broken world. Jesus, born to bind up our broken
hearts. Christ, our Lord, born to give us a hope and a future. But before that celebration begins, the Christian
church has historically pushed the pause button, in an attempt to ‘prepare for His arrival’. This seasonal
pause, which has been strategically placed four weeks prior to Christmas is called, “Advent”.
The word, Advent, comes from the Latin word, “advenire”, conjugated as “adventus” which is a combination
word of “ad” meaning, “to” or “toward” – and “venire”, “come” which is conjugated as “ventus”, which
means more specifically, “coming”. Combining them gets us literally, “toward the coming”. Another
definition of the lower case version of ‘advent’ is, “a coming or arrival”, as of an important person or event.
“Expectation” could be an appropriate synonym.
So, we prepare for the landing of a plane. We prepare for the birth of a child. We’ve been urged to consider
preparing for another wave of covid and many other circumstances. But how exactly are we to prepare for
Christmas during this Season of Advent?
This year, perhaps we consider the words of the Baptist; “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” Said
another way, the Apostle John records Jesus stating in John 15:16, “You did not choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.”
(continued on page 3)
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Preschool Wreaths are Here!
Thank you to all those who
purchased a wreath! Your wreath
is ready to be picked up at the
church the week of Thanksgiving.
We appreciate the support from our
church and preschool families!

Christmas Elves Needed to
Help Decorate!
Saturday, November 27, 9 AM
Any men and women who are able and willing to
help decorate the church for Advent and Christmas
please come Saturday, November 27. Beginning
at 9:00 a.m. We will be decorating the sanctuary,
narthex and fellowship hall. We especially need
help with trees, which includes climbing a ladder.
If you have questions, please contact Lina Richert,
or call the church office.

Remember to Check our Website
Don’t forget to check the website,
http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,
for information and events—

Church Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday, 9 AM—3 PM

Are You Receiving our Devotions
and Letters E-mails?
Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and
devotions from church members are sent out
regularly through Mailchimp.
FALL 2021 WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30 AM Traditional Worship—
Sanctuary
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship—
Fellowship Hall and FM Outdoors
Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays

If you wish to receive these, please let the
office know by emailing Linda at
Office@oslcstanwood.org
For those with no computer access/e-mail,
please call the church office and leave a
message with your name and phone number,
and we will return your call.

Prepare for Advent—Pastor Mark (continued)

Fruit that emerges from a humble heart is the type
of fruit that will last - and can refresh a wounded
soul. That fruit might look like a cloth given in
love, or a piece of bread given by grace. That fruit
might sound like an encouraging word given in
peace or might feel like freedom from a sin that is
laid down and forgiven.
As you prepare for His Arrival, KNOW THIS:
The God of the heavens and earth, through His
Son, Jesus Christ, has already given you all of this
fruit and IT WILL LAST! Love, grace, peace,
freedom, and forgiveness, they are all yours, they
are all mine. May this fruit refresh our souls as we
prepare for His Arrival. And may we generously
spread the seeds from this fruit in the next four
weeks, and in every season of our lives.
P.S. – Remember, don’t forget to store your
“baggage” under your feet, we’re coming in for a
landing!
Love in Christ,
Pastor Mark

Council and Committee Members
Annual Reports are due in the office Monday
December 20

The Longest Night
Service of Light Into Darkness
December 21, 5:00 PM
"The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome
it." John 1:5
For those who carry the weight of
loneliness, grief, despair, and fear
holidays can be challenging.
Greetings of "Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!"
can be difficult to hear in the midst of sorrow.
The cold and darkness of winter surround us
adding to emotions that overshadow our hearts.
Let us offer the light of hope and peace in Christ
this Christmas.
If you or someone you know is struggling during
the holidays, the Stephen Ministry of OSLC
extends a warm invitation to come to a simple
worship time of peaceful quiet, music, comfort, and
prayer on Tuesday, December 21, at 5:00 p.m. in
the sanctuary. We will acknowledge the pain of
loss and sorrow, while turning to Christ, the Light
of the World, who calls out to all who are heavyladen and offers hope and grace. Following the
service, Stephen Ministers will be available for
private prayer for those who wish to share their
needs. The Longest Night service is open to all.
If anyone needs a ride to church for this event,
please call the church office.
If you have questions, please contact Becky
Wietzke, rawietzke@yahoo.com or 360-722-4377.

In a recent sermon, Pastor Mark shared the following:
A Pencil Maker told the Pencil 5 important lessons just before putting it in the box.
1. EVERTYTHING you do will always leave a mark.
2. You can ALWAYS correct the mistakes you make.
3. What is important is what is INSIDE of you.
4. In life, you will undergo PAINFUL SHARPENINGS which will only make you more amazing.
5. To be the best pencil, you must ALLOW yourself to be held and guided by the hand that holds you.

Operation Timothy
Thousands have used Operation Timothy and have had their lives changed!
Operation Timothy (OT) is a relational discipleship experience based on Apostle Paul’s close relationship with
Timothy. OT is designed to be used in a one-on-one situation for both Men and Women. Men teaching men
and women teaching women. The goal is to pursue The Great Commission in our own community.
Operation Timothy is not just a curriculum or program that teaches information and principles. It is an
opportunity for you to enter into a relationship with another believer or seeker, one-on-one. The purpose is
that each person will grow in intimacy with God and catch the vision of multiplying disciples.
This is a course that is comprised of 20 Chapters and takes approximately 5-6 months (21 Weeks) to complete.
Typically, you would meet once a week for 1.5 hours at a coffee shop or the church. Homework will take
approximately 1.5 hours per week. The time flies by!
OT is not Bible study. It is a shared learning experience that uses the Bible as the foundation to answer
questions and discuss answers that confront us all. A portion of each meeting is set aside to share life
experiences with each other and the application of the subject matter in our own lives. Invariably a bond of
friendship is created.
OSLC now has three (3) Pauls. Keith Tonne, Perry Watkins and Dimitri Berk who would be happy to discuss
Operation Timothy with you. Contact the OSLC Church Office and one of us will contact you.
Please join us in this wonderful program! No matter what your knowledge level, from beginner to mature, you
will enjoy Operation Timothy and, in the process, serve your community and the Lord.

OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry
The OSLC Prayer Shawl Ministry group will meet in the Cascade Room on Saturday, December 4, beginning
at 10 a.m. All are welcome to join us as we discuss the development of this new ministry and share what we
have been working on. Even if you don't knit or crochet, there are cards to be written and shawls to wrap for
delivery. If you would like to learn to knit or crochet, Carol Jensen has volunteered to teach.
If you have questions, please call Becky Wietzke at 360-722-4377 or rawietzke@yahoo.com

NEED A PRAYER?
WE ARE READY TO PRAY, AND WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Do you, or do you know of someone, that is in need of prayer? Are you experiencing the joy
of God’s goodness, or do you know of someone, and wish to share it with a prayer of thanks
and praise to God?
The Praying Partners, as part of the Care Team, are waiting to offer their prayers for you any time of the day.
An email to Lois Stahley (stahleyle@gmail.com), or a phone call or text (206.972.2266) will bring others to
the throne of God with your petition. If you are asking for prayer for someone other than yourself, please
have their permission to share.
The most current membership directory does not include the phone number or email address information
above. Consider saving this article for future use.
Waiting to hear your prayer needs!
“…the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to Him.” Deut.4:7 NIV

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
CAR CARAVAN – CAROLING – COFFEE, COCOA and COOKIES
December 5, 2021 – 6 PM
With Christmas just around the corner, your Evangelism Committee is excited to invite you to join us in
celebrating the completion of our first five Christmas Card Yard Signs!
This is a multi-year project to create 4’ x 8’ Christmas Cards signs which tell Jesus’ Christmas story, in
paintings and Bible verses. These Christmas greetings will be displayed in yards and will be set up in
sequence, for a car caravan.
On Sunday, November 28, the cards will be displayed at Church and we will be blessing them, asking the
Holy Spirit to touch the hearts of everyone who sees them. On Sunday, December 5, at 6 p.m., we have set
up a car caravan to tour all five signs. Upon completing the Card tour, we will regroup and go caroling –
sharing Christmas joy with some of our Church friends who are unable to personally participate in our church
activities this year, or need an extra touch of love right now.
To round out the evening, we will warm up at church with hot coffee, cocoa and cookies – and great
fellowship!

CELEBRATE THE REASON FOR THE SEASON!
Plan to join us December 5
P. S. There’s an “Angel Contest” for the caravan – find an angel hidden in the first three signs and pick up
your prize(s) at the end of the tour. Details at the caravan.

The New VROOM Ministry is Now Operational!
Volunteers Responding to Ministry
One simple step and two ways to contact VROOM.
Call VROOM’s private telephone number:
(360) 474-7548
and leave a message. We will contact you within 48 hours. Leave your name and telephone number.
OR
Send VROOM an email at our private email address
oslcstewardship2021@gmail.com
Just write a single sentence:
“I’m interested in obtaining information on VROOM”
We will contact you within 48 hours.
Young, middle, or senior, experienced, or inexperienced, we will train you for a full spectrum of volunteer
positions at OSLC. It doesn’t matter if it’s a couple of hours a month, working for a few hours on a one-time
project or a regularly scheduled weekly or monthly position, volunteering from your own home, or volunteering at the church, we would love to have you join us!
We look forward to assisting you personally, in matching you with a volunteer opportunity that you will find
fun, rewarding, fulfilling and most importantly following Jesus’s plan for you, us and his church.
We look forward to speaking with you! We are here for you now and in the future!

Women’s Wednesday Bible Study
Our Bible Study is taking a break and planning to
resume in February. We hope to see you then.

OSLC Women / Martha Circle

Wednesday, December 8
OSLC Women will meet Wed. Dec. 8th from
l p.m. ̶ 2 p.m., with important decisions to make.
At 2 p.m. Martha Circle will continue it's Bible
study, Rejoice With Me, Chapter 9 from Christa
Kinde's Experiencing Contagious Joy. We will
conclude at 3 p.m. Questions? Contact Marilyn
Templeton, 360-629-4779.

OSLC Mission Quilters
Tuesdays, December 7 and 14
OSL Mission Quilters will quilt Tuesday,
December 7th and 14th only, from
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
We are preparing quilts/fleece blankets
for the Christmas House so there is lots to
do! If you are staying for the day please
bring a sack lunch. Coffee is provided.
Questions? Contact Marilyn Templeton,
360-629-4779.

Our Sincere Thanks
Thank you to all the prayer warriors who prayed
for Jon and me for a successful surgery for Jon,
and during his recovery. All is well now, praise be
to God!
Jon and Janette Stoneman

Church Facility Security
Time for a friendly reminder. Please make sure if
you are the last person to leave the church that you
check all the doors before leaving. We have recently had a couple of occasions where the doors
have not been locked. No damage or theft. Please
let’s all do what we can to make sure we have a
secure building.

2022 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes are available Sunday
mornings in the fellowship hall for
anyone, member or friend, who would
like to participate in the financial
contributions to our congregation.
Please remember to sign your name next to the
matching number. You may also call the church
office and leave a message, and we will arrange to
have them available for you during our weekly
office hours.

From our Church Treasurer
A New Option!
We can now schedule ACH payments for
offerings, which eliminates the fees charged by
PayPal. Forms are available in the Treasurer's
Office.
Linda Mohler

Christmas Shopping?
Consider...Amazon Smile
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to
you.
When making purchases at Amazon, login at
smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church as your charity of choice.
There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches
listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct
your donation to support our church. Thank you!

Mission Trip to Kenya
Boscovet Project
Interested?
Dan Haskins will be leading another mission
team to Kenya January 13-27, 2022 to work with
the Boscovet Project.
If you're interested please contact Dan at
danwazzu78@aol.com or 360-774-0386. There
are only a couple of slots still open.

Caring Place Ministry to Reopen
Plans are underway for the reopening of the Caring Place in early 2022. The Caring Place closed at the start of
the pandemic, nearly two years ago, to help assure the safety of clients and volunteers. Donations were no
longer accepted. During these months, the needs of people for clothing and emergency supplies have continued
and even increased. Mardi Jorgensen, director, has continued to supply what is urgently needed on an
individual and limited basis. A full inventory of supplies, available before the pandemic, has been depleted.
Just before the pandemic began, the Caring Place Team, a committee of members of Our Saviour’s working
with Mardi, drafted a Mission Statement for the Caring Place.
Our Mission
We are working to:
• Serve people in our community with clothing and other essentials
• Offer spiritual and emotional support in a safe and welcoming environment
• Connect people with community resources
• Encourage people by sharing the love of Christ
Through donations we provide:
• New or clean, gently used clothing that is free of stains and does not need mending
• Essential items such as toiletries (shampoo, soap, toothpaste, razors, deodorant, diapers, feminine
hygiene products, laundry soap)
The Caring Place Team is meeting regularly to determine what is needed for the Caring Place to serve people
in need once again. There is much to consider and put into place to reopen the Caring Place successfully. In
the meantime, the Caring Place building will be used for the annual Christmas House. In partnership with the
Food Bank and Mardi, the Christmas House provides gifts at no charge for children newborn through age 18.
Donations are gratefully accepted between now and December 20th. Around December 10th volunteers will
start filling gift orders.
Please contact Mardi Jorgensen at 360-913-1551 for questions about donations or volunteering to help
with the Christmas House. Donations for the Christmas House may be left in designated containers in
the church.
What you can do at this time:
• Pray that the mission of the Caring Place will be carried out to the glory of God!
• If you have donations for the Caring Place, please hold on to them a little longer.
• Watch for opportunities to volunteer. Volunteers make it happen!
• Watch for further information that will be provided as soon as it is available.

Thank you from Mardi
Words are not able to fully describe the heartfelt emotion and gratitude that I feel for each
and every one of you for your prayers and well wishes. During my recent hospital stay I
would have glimmers of faces, gentle eyes and loving arms helping me through the darkness;
you were all there telling me to fight and fight I did! I was never alone, constantly crying out
to Jesus. There is no question in my mind I was exactly where God wanted me. With your
prayers I was able to come home after 11 days, washed clean, feeling brand new and ready to be called into
action. Please continue to pray, we ALL know someone that needs them.
Lovingly, Mardi Jorgensen

A Message from Alex
"In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.’”
As the Christmas season quickly approaches, students are excited to celebrate the birth of our Lord
with one another!
It has been a tradition for the past two years that our students gather during December for a
"Christmas Party" and exchange gifts. These nights will be filled with good food, close friends, and a
wonderful message about the Greatest Gift ever given.
Thanks to Mardi Jorgensen, The Vine High School will have the opportunity
to work together to supply local businesses with Giving Trees this year. Their
responsibilities will include restocking gift tags and picking up gifts for those
in need. This will be a wonderful experience for them and hopefully, our
youth can continue to do this for the foreseeable future!
Your support is felt and greatly appreciated.
Our students wish all OSLC members a blessed and Merry Christmas!
Blessings,
Alex

HOW TO KEEP CHRISTMAS

IF ONLY …
There are many of you … who think to yourselves: “If
only I had been there! How quick I would have been to
help the Baby! I would have washed his linen. How
happy I would have been to go with the shepherds to
see the Lord lying in the manger!”
Yes, you would! You say that because you know how
great Christ is, but if you had been there at that time,
you would have done no better than the people of
Bethlehem. … Why don’t you do it now? You have
Christ in your neighbor. You ought to serve him, for
what you do to your neighbor in need you do to the Lord
Christ himself.
—Martin Luther

Inspirational author Wilferd Peterson pondered ways to
“best keep Christmas” and “defeat the little bit of
Scrooge in all of us.” After reading his suggestions, add
your own!
•
•
•
•
•
•

By following the Star … to stand again in awe and
wonder before the Babe in the manger.
By rediscovering the faith and simplicity of a little
child.
By being still and listening to the angels sing within
our hearts.
By quietly evaluating our lives according to the Master’s standards as set forth in the Sermon on the
Mount.
By resolving to give ourselves away to others.
By using the light of Christmas to guide us through
… the coming year.

“O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”

In 1865, a young American preacher named Phillips Brooks spent time in and around the fields of Bethlehem.
On Christmas Eve, he attended worship in the Church of the Nativity, located on the site where tradition says
Jesus was born.
Brooks was so spiritually touched by the experience that he later wrote a hymn for children to sing on Christmas Eve in his Philadelphia church. Lewis Redner, the church organist and Sunday school superintendent,
composed the music for the beloved hymn, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” Today it appears in most denominational hymnals. Brooks, a giant of a man physically (6'6" tall), was known throughout America as an eloquent and dominant force in
the pulpit.
There is a large statue of the gifted man of God in front of Boston’s famous Trinity Church, where Brooks last served. His
death in 1893 was a major event in Boston. Upon learning of his passing, a 5-year-old girl exclaimed, “Oh, Mama, how
happy the angels will be.”
Published in: NewsletterNewsletter December 2009
THE SAME OLD SONG
Meeting a parishioner on the street, a pastor asked why
he had not seen the fellow at worship very often. “Well,”
the man complained, “it seems like every time I go to
church you sing the same old hymns.”
“Oh,” replied the preacher. “What hymns are those?”
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” and “O Little Town of
Bethlehem.

Stanwood Ambassadors for Housing Hope
Christmas “Love” Gifts
Once again the Stanwood Ambassadors for Housing Hope are collecting $50 Kroger
gift cards or donations of any amount to be given to each of the low-income families of
Lervick Family Village and Lincoln Hill Family Village for a Christmas "love" gift.
We currently have 36 families in our care, and we will be accepting donations until
Wednesday, December 15. Your donation is greatly appreciated, you will make a
difference in the life of our families.
For more information contact Carol Jensen (360-502-0497) or Dee Jonson (425-359-1186).

When a new baby is welcomed into our congregation, a rose is placed on the
altar to honor the occasion. If you know of someone who has recently had a birth
in their family, please let the office know!

Scripture Texts
To better prepare you for worship:

Please pray for the following members and friends of Our Saviour’s:
For Laura Rockwood, her mother Cheryl, and the family in
the loss of her father, Kirk Geary; Mary Wolff; Andrea,
living in Hungary (friend of Connie, Maria and Arnold
Ronning); Britt (granddaughter of Julie Freeman); Emily
(sister of Jeb McGlinchy); Terry Jensen (daughter of Carol
Jensen); Les and Lois Stahley; Jay Slack (husband of Kathy); Jim Samson (step
-dad to Peggy Land and Kathy Slack); George Tepley (Beverley Klatt’s brother); Jim Quait; Daric (husband of Linda Mohler); Peter (husband of Linda
Hammer): Ethan and family (college student); Helen Neher; Helen Thayer;
Sr. Emma Hofbauer (housekeeper for Fr. William Treacy and friend of Connie
Ronning); Duane Rowett (brother of Sandy Schreiner), Marv Hansen; Dale
Tetlow; Marylee & Leon Sams; Meg Gray (niece of Bob and Maureen Hitz);
Shannah Rodenberger; Eddie Allianic; Marilyn Nienhuis; Bruce Rockwood;
Todd Larson; Judy & Paul Anderson; Gracie Miller (age 11 receiving chemo);
Judy Waltier (friend of Jon & Jane King); Beverley Klatt; Cameron Ruscha
(HS student of Erik Ronning); Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Mike Erps
(nephew of Leilani Erps); Mick Hanson; Ramona Brodland (sister of Del Fox);
Marlene Schuster; Michele Kunzman; Dave Matthewson; Ryker (grandnephew
of Judy & Paul Anderson)
Please pray also for 17 kidnapped Christian missionaries being held for ransom in Haiti.
Prayers of thanksgiving and praise for recovery and better health for Pastor
Mark and Mardi Jorgenson.
Prayers also for:
All those suffering from the effects of COVID-19, and natural disasters.
For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA governor,
Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.
Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Congregation, the
Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, Safe Harbor
Please help us keep our prayer list current
by contacting the office with updates.

December 5, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent

Malachi 3:1-7b
Psalm 66:1-12
Philippians 1:2-11
Luke 3:1-14 (15-20)

December 12, 2021
Third Sunday of Advent

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Psalm 85
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 7:18-28 (29-35)

December 19, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:2-5a
Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 (46-56)

December 24, 2021
Christmas Eve

Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

December 25, 2021
Christmas Day

Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 2
Hebrews 1:1-6 (7-12)
John 1:1-14 (15-18)

December 26, 2021
First Sunday of Christmas

Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15
Psalm 111
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:22-40
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Change Service Requested
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Special Worship Services at
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Longest Night Service
of Light into Darkness
December 21, 2021
5:00 PM
Family Candlelight Service
December 24, 2021
5:00 PM
Traditional Candlelight Service
of Holy Communion
December 24, 2021
11:00 PM

