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“Can You Find Your Key?” 

“I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David, what he opens no one can shut,  

and what he shuts no one can open.” Isaiah 22:22 

I pulled into the driveway late last night. Utter darkness. The motion light, for some reason, did not turn on. I 

made my way toward the front door. Fumbling in the darkness, with my arms full, I reached into my pocket for 

my keys. My fingers needed to find the one key among many. My fingers searched for those familiar bumps  

and notches that I had felt before. I just needed one key. I couldn’t find it! I could feel the frustration about to 

explode. Suddenly, in a flash, there it was. I couldn’t see it but my fingers clutched on to it. All the frustration 

suddenly flew away, the search was over. The 1970’s uniquely elongated, notched key that opens my front door 

was found! I had finally found it!  

While still in the darkness, I still had to avoid one final danger. The concrete step that could crack my knee. I 

stepped up and felt for the lock. I slid the key into the lock. The door opened. I could finally see! 

We are coming out of the summer season in which we have been bathed with sunlight for up to 16 hours a day. 

Soon, we will be in the winter season. Day and night will be juxtaposed. Daylight will be diminished and we 

will be consumed in darkness for more than 16 hours. There will be times when the fingers of our souls will be 

fumbling in the dark. We will be feeling our way around, trying to locate the key that will open the door to our 

hearts.  

Can you find your key in the dark?  

One of the keys I have found while searching during trying times, and I am trying to become more and more 

familiar with, is the key of “Thanksgiving”. It may seem like an old, outdated key from the 70’s. Perhaps it can 

get lost among many of your other keys. But the key of thanksgiving still works. It always works! 

“Thanksgiving” in the heart of a believer will always open the door to the Light of Christ and will empower us 

to see with fresh eyes. 

As this season of darkness moves in upon us, let us encourage one another to embrace this Season of 

“Thanksgiving”. Yes, we will gather on the fourth Thursday of this month, as proclaimed by our President, to 

celebrate with family and friends. We will stuff our mouths with turkey, and mashed potatoes and pumpkin pie. 

My personal favorite is stuffing my mouth with stuffing right out of the bird. Who cares about salmonella. 

Slather homemade turkey gravy over the top, it doesn’t get much better than that! We might watch a football 

game or a traditional holiday family film. But maybe we also stuff our mouths with Thanksgiving. Perhaps we 

take intentional time, to set the table, if you will, during the meal to slather thanksgiving over the top of all that 

God has provided. Maybe we will find that there is something better than stuffing drenched in gravy! 

Darkness can easily wear down our souls. Frustrations can suddenly arise. But may our fingers of faith, feel for 

those familiar curves and notches and lines of the key that has opened the door to our hearts in the past. And 

certainly, as we suddenly find it again, this key will once again, allow the Light of Jesus Christ to illumine our 

souls.    

God IS Great. God IS Good. And we THANK Him for this food…and so much more. 

“Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before Him 

with THANKSGIVING and extol Him with music and song.” Psalm 95:1-2 

With a Thankful Heart for All of YOU!  

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving!  Pastor Mark 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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FALL 2021 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

10:30 AM Contemporary Worship— 

Fellowship Hall and FM Outdoors 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 

Are You Receiving our Devotions  

and Letters E-mails? 

Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and     

devotions from church members are sent out     

regularly through Mailchimp.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at                                      

Office@oslcstanwood.org 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 

Part-time Media Job Opening  

at Our Saviour’s 

The new role of Worship Media Tech will      

enhance our mission and actualize our vision  

by producing a quality online Sunday worship 

experience for those who are connecting with us 

online, and take both in-person Sunday worship 

experiences to the next level. 

Qualifications/skills: 

 Oversee/operate/utilize Cannon Camcorder; 

sound system, Vimeo, PowerPoint, editing 

software  

 Be a self-motivated hard worker who can 

succeed with minimal supervision. 

 Be a team player who is willing to support 

and assist our Ministry Staff outside their 

realm of expertise or responsibility 

 For a full job description, please go to our 

website,  

 https://www.oursaviourschurch.org  



 

Notice of Congregational Meetings 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church of Stanwood 

Meeting Place — OSLC Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 

Regular Worship Schedule – 8:30 and 10:30 AM 

9:30 AM    Finance Committee will distribute the  

2022 budget and hold an informational budget  

question and answer time. 
 
 

Sunday, November 21, 2021 

Regular Worship Schedule – 8:30 and 10:30 AM 

9:30 AM   2022 November Congregational Meeting  

in OSLC Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

Purpose of the Budget Meeting 

  Approve the minutes from the January 24, 2021 Congregational  

         Meeting 

  Discussion and adoption of 2022 OSLC Budget 

  Discussion and adoption of Proposed Changes to OSLC By-laws       

         regarding terms of President and Vice-President, and adding       

         Technology in Ministry Council Position 

 Election of 2022 President, Vice-President and other open  

         Council positions 

  Announcements and Other Business 

Items that require congregational action must be announced  
at least 10 days before the called meeting. 

To be eligible to vote you must be a confirmed member, 
have worshiped at OSLC, have communed, 

and have made a contribution of record to OSLC within the last two years. 



 

New VROOM Ministry  

Launches November 15, 2021 

The Stewardship Committee is excited to announce that VROOM (Volunteers Responding 

to Ministry) will officially launch on November 15, 2021! This is a program that is also a 

component of Mission 150. VROOM is a new permanent ministry that is designed to 

match volunteers with open ministry positions.   

Earlier in 2021, OSLC asked that a voluntary questionnaire be filled out to gauge the will-

ingness of church members to voluntarily assist the church. We received approximately 100 responses and the 

information     collected was encouraging. After reviewing the comments, we realized that OSLC did not have 

an optimized process in place to connect volunteers to ministry positions (all volunteer positions and descrip-

tions). 

The VROOM ministry was created to be the long-term solution to connect volunteers easily and efficiently to 

ministry needs. The process is extraordinarily simple. Volunteers can simply dial one telephone number, leave 

a message and that call will be returned within 48 hours. One of the six (6) members of the Stewardship    

Committee will call and take your information over the phone and process it. No forms for the volunteers to 

fill-out, simply one-to-one communication with a live person. This process works exactly the same way for the 

official ministries of OSLC seeking volunteers. 

In order to bring our database of volunteers current, Barbara Whitaker, Karen Van Lier, Terry Maves, Del  

Larson, Will Hall, and Dimitri Berk, will be calling OSLC members. 

We all look forward to chatting with you about this exciting new ministry!   

 - OSLC Stewardship Committee 

Evangelism 

Our First Responders Appreciation & Recognition on September 9 was a great 

surprise to our Stanwood      firefighters, EMT’s, and paramedics when we    

presented a cake (compliments of Keith Tonne), hand-written “thank you for 

your service” cards (thank you Krista Stogner) with coffee gift cards, and signs 

painted by our youth. Stanwood police officers and the First Responders on Camano also received thank-you 

notes and gift cards. Thank you to all who joined us in visiting our Stanwood Fire Station when we made the 

presentation! 

Our Christmas Card Yard Signs project is well underway. Joel Koster at Cascade Lumber on Camano helped 

kick-off the project by donating three sheets of plywood for our first 3 signs!! Our deepest thanks, Joel, for 

your generosity and support! Shayne Walker of Stanwood Equestrian Center has graciously offered us the use 

of one of his sheds as both a painting studio and storage area! Duane and Becky Rowett have joined Carol  

Jensen as artists, helping to create and paint our cards. Our most heart-felt gratitude to all who have donated 

their gifts, talents and time to bring the Christmas Story to life in pictures and verse! 

The Housing Hope Christmas Stocking project is planned to start soon - - - We will, again, need volunteers to 

help fill the stockings in November – will you help? Watch for the announcement – stockings go fast!! 

We are making progress restarting our Welcome Visitors program. Will you help make our visitors feel      

welcome? All we need are members who will intentionally take time to visit with people before and after our 

worship services, welcome them to share a cup of coffee, and show them around our complex. To help with 

this ministry, please call me, Sandy Schreiner, at 360-629-8510 so we can organize and coordinate our     

schedule. 

Please continue to pray for all of our Church’s ministries as we reach out to our Stanwood/Camano communi-

ty, and our world at large – we need people and prayers! 



 

A Message from Alex 

Our youth have had an exciting start to the fall     

season! 

Grafted Middle School enjoyed a night of roller   

skating at Skagit Skate while The Vine High   

School gathered at Twin City Lanes at the end        

of September. 

In October, both groups had an absolute blast at 

Stocker Farms trying to escape the massive corn 

mazes. 

The overwhelming consensus from our students is 

that they are so thankful for the fun activities that 

OSLC continually provides for them! 

With the start of Confirmation Class, we have 10 

returning students and 3 graduates who we will    

celebrate on Sunday, October 31st. 

Please keep us in prayer as we study Luther’s Small 

Catechism, Christian Creeds, and our Christian   

Confession. 

Thank you for all your love and support! 

Blessings, Alex Abdallah 

Director of Student and Family Ministries 

(208)890-9907  

oslcvine.org instagram.com/oslcvine 



 

OSLC Women / Martha Circle 
Wednesday, November 10th 

OSLC Women / Martha Circle will meet on 

Wednesday, November 10, 1-3 p.m. in the    

Olympic Room. Bring your suggestions for      

expanding outreach of the church women.  

Martha Circle will be studying Chapter 9, Rejoice 

With Me, in Experiencing Contagious Joy.  

Questions? Please contact Marilyn Templeton,  

360-629-4779. 

OSLC Mission Quilters 
OSLC Mission Quilters will meet November 2, 16, 

23, & 30 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. in the Olympic 

Room. If you are staying until 2 p.m. please bring 

a sack lunch. Coffee will be provided.   

Questions - Marilyn Templeton 360-629-4779. 

Sympathy Cards Needed 
Our Sunshine Committee is requesting blank   

sympathy cards. The committee meets faithfully 

each month, sending thank-you notes and other 

cards to members and friends of the congregation.  

They are currently in short supply of sympathy 

cards, and could use your help. You may drop off 

donated card in the church office.  

(Hint: cards may often be purchased 2 for a dollar 

at local dollar stores.) 

Women’s Retreat 2022 
Irene Nelson has stepped down from her position 

as organizer of the annual Women’s Retreat. A 

reservation has been made for October 5—7, 2022. 

March 31, 2022 is the deadline for reservations/

cancellation date. 

Our thanks to Lorri DeFelice for volunteering to 

take over the task of organizing the 2022 retreat! 

From our Church Treasurer 

A New Option! 

We can now schedule ACH payments 

for offerings, which eliminates the  

fees charged by PayPal. Forms are 

available in the Treasurer's Office. 

Linda Mohler 

Church Facility Security 

Time for a friendly reminder. Please make sure if 

you are the last person to leave the church that you 

check all the doors before leaving. We have re-

cently had a couple of occasions where the doors 

have not been locked. No damage or theft. Please 

let’s all do what we can to make sure we have a 

secure building. 

Coffee, anyone? 
We need volunteers to make coffee on Sunday 

mornings. There is a sign-up sheet in the 

kitchen. Anyone who is interested will 

have help in learning how to make 

HOPE coffee.   

Mission Trip to Kenya 

Boscovet Project 

Interested? 
Dan Haskins will be leading another mission 

team to Kenya January 13-27, 2022 to work with 

the Boscovet Project.  

If you're interested please contact Dan at 

danwazzu78@aol.com or 360-774-0386. There 

are only a couple of slots still open.  



 

CORNUCOPIA—Cornucopia, a Greek 

word meaning “horn of plenty,” has 

origins in Greek        mythology. But 

the cornucopia  became a religious 

symbol and was even stamped on 

Jewish coins. Overflowing horns, now common as 

Thanksgiving centerpieces, came to symbolize 

abundance and blessings.  

Veterans Day has its roots in what was called    

Armistice Day, when a peace agreement ended 

World War I on November 11, 1918. President 

Wilson proclaimed that Armistice Day was to be 

marked with solemn pride in heroism and with 

gratitude for victory as well as the “opportunity it 

has given America to show her sympathy with 

peace and justice.” In 1954, the remembrance 

was renamed Veterans Day to honor all U.S.     

military personnel. It’s a reminder to pray for and 

honor all who serve and sacrifice, to support and 

assist their families, and to pray that God will 

bring peace on earth.  



 

Please pray for the following members and friends of Our Saviour’s: 

Jim Quait; Mardi Jorgenson; Daric Mohler (husband 

of Linda); Ethan and family; Helen Neher; Helen 

Thayer; Jon Stoneman; Ralph Hatlen; Sr. Emma  

Hofbauer (housekeeper for Fr. William Treacy), 

friend of Connie Ronning; Duane Rowett (brother of 

Sandy Schreiner), Marv Hansen; Dale Tetlow; 

Marylee & Leon Sams; Meg Gray (niece   of Bob and Maureen Hitz); 

Shannah Rodenberger; JoEddie Allianic; Marilyn Nienhuis; Bruce  

Rockwood; Todd Larson; Judy & Paul Anderson; Gracie Miller (age 11 

receiving chemo); Judy Waltier (friend of Jon & Jane King); Beverley 

Klatt; Cameron Ruscha (HS student of Erik Ronning);  Amanda Hobbs; 

Ingeburg Paul; Mike Erps (nephew of Leilani Erps); Mick Hanson;     

Ramona Brodland (sister of Del Fox); Marlene Schuster; Michele       

Kunzman; Dave Matthewson; Ryker (grandnephew of Judy & Paul     

Anderson) 

Prayers also for: 

All those suffering from the effects of COVID-19, and natural disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress,            

WA governor, Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran     

Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach 

residents, Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

November 7, 2021 
All Saints Sunday 

Revelation 7:(2-8) 9-17 

Psalm 149 

I John 3:1-3 

Matthew 5:1-12* 

November 14, 2021 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Daniel 12:1-3 

Psalm 16 

Hebrews 10:11-25 

Mark 13:1-13* 

November 21, 2021 
Christ the King 

Isaiah 51:4-6 

Psalm 93 

Revelation 1:4b-8 

Mark 13:24-37* 

November 25, 2021 
Thanksgiving Day, USA 

Deuteronomy 8:1– 10 

Psalm 67 

Philippians 4:6-20 

Luke 17:11-19* 

November 28, 2021 
First Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm 25:1-10 

I Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-36* 

 

 

 

*Texts listed above are from the SOLA 

Lectionary, Year B. Pastor Bankson will be 

continuing his sermon series. 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

When a new baby is welcomed into our congregation, a rose is placed on the 

altar to honor the occasion. If you know of someone who has recently had a 

birth in their family, please let the office know! 

 

 

Stanwood Ambassadors for Housing Hope 

Thanksgiving “Love” Gifts 

Once again the Stanwood Ambassadors for Housing Hope are collecting $50 Kroger gift  cards or donations of 

any amount to be given to each of the low-income families of Lervick Family Village and Lincoln Hill Family 

Village for a Thanksgiving "love" gift.   

We currently have 36 families in our care, and we will be accepting donations until 

Tuesday,  November 16. Your donation is greatly appreciated, you will make a        

difference in the life of our residents.   

For more information contact Carol Jensen (360-502-0497) or  

Dee Jonson (425-359-1186).  
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2021 

Please join us for our worship  

service which will include  

Holy Communion and special music. 

 

 

 
 


