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“Swimming with the Dolphins” 

“All you who labor and are heavy laden, come to me and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 

Mask – check; snorkel – check; fins – check. I wobble to the back of the boat and slip 

into the crystal clear Hawaiian waters for a second time. The water is warm. The rest of 

the family is already swimming away from the boat. I put my face below the surface and 

begin my search for the beautifully magnificent spinner dolphins. Each of us already had 

the exhilaration of seeing these wild, fluid creatures within arms-length. They cruised so 

close that one could identify markings and scars on their skin. 

As my eyes scan across the ocean floor, suddenly I realize a pod of dolphins has moved in alongside me on my 

right and left. Moving in two’s and three’s, they slowly, smoothly glide past. They are in cruise control as my 

eyes meet theirs. One spinner looks into my soul. I look over my shoulder and two teenage dolphins are acting 

out and acting up just beneath the surface of the water. Then I see another youthful but single dolphin moving 

toward me. He seems curious. I’m curious. In a flash, he races by, flies out of the water, and I watch this spinner 

make three compete revolutions in the air then fall back into the water. This was no Sea World trick. For one 

brief moment, I had a front row seat watching one of God’s grand creatures, as if I was watching the gymnast, 

Simone Biles, twisting and turning during a floor exercise. That one brief, beautiful moment will be etched into 

my memory forever. A priceless moment caught in the wild. As we all climbed back into the boat, each one of 

us regaled the others of the incredible individual experiences we each had swimming with the dolphins. 

Our family trip to Hawaii allowed for many beautiful moments in the sun. Yesterday, as Jeriah and I shared one 

last morning coffee and conversation before she would fly back to New York, we recounted a few of those 

moments. A sudden shift of sadness began to set in realizing the restful, breezy time away was coming to a 

close. Our talk drifted to how we carry that restful bliss forward back into the ordinary routines of our everyday 

life.  

Jeriah brought up a concept from a Richard Foster book she has been reading. In Foster’s book entitled, 

Celebration of Discipline, he coins the phrase, “holy leisure”. An intriguing phrase. It almost seems like these 

two words would be in competition with each other. Holy, sacred, set apart, can that be joined with leisure, rest, 

and relaxation? Suddenly, I was taken back to the crystal blue depths of the ocean waters. The time spent with 

the family among the pods of dolphins was a “holy leisure” moment. So also toes in the black sand, spray from 

waterfalls, Kona coffee, shopping antiques and thrift stores and spiraling lava tunnels. All these experiences 

could be considered “holy leisure” moments. But back to normal life.  

Listen to how Foster describes “holy leisure”:  

“If we are constantly being swept off our feet with frantic activity, we will be unable to be attentive at the 

moment of inward silence. A mind that is harassed and fragmented by external affairs is hardly prepared for 

meditation. The church Fathers often spoke of Otium Sanctum, “holy leisure.” It refers to a sense of balance in 

the life, an ability to be at peace through the activities of the day, an ability to rest and take time to enjoy 

beauty, an ability to pace ourselves.” 

The challenge stands before us to consider bringing and experiencing more “holy leisure” into the mundane 

days of everyday life. Perhaps this summer, and beyond, all of us can find that place and space to rest and take 

the time to enjoy the beauty all around us, and pace ourselves in such a way so as not to miss it. 
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Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:15 AM Traditional Worship— 

Sanctuary 

9:45 AM Contemporary Worship— 

Fellowship Hall and Outdoors 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 

Are You Receiving our Devotions  

and Letters E-mails? 

Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and     

devotions from church members are sent out     

regularly through Mailchimp.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at                                      

Office@oslcstanwood.org 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 

Coffee, anyone? 
We need volunteers to make coffee on Sunday 

mornings. There is a sign-up sheet in the 

kitchen. Anyone who is interested will have help 

in learning how to make HOPE coffee.   

“Faith sees the invisible, 
believes the incredible and 

receives the impossible.” 

—Corrie ten Boom 



 

New Email Addresses for OSLC Staff 

The new email addresses for our staff are now functioning‒please begin using them next time you wish to 

contact Pastor, Linda Hammer, Linda Mohler, or Alex for church matters. Pastor Mark has been using his 

AOL address for all personal and church-related correspondence. His AOL account is still active, but we 

encourage you to use this new email address for email pertaining to church business.  

(In all of these new addresses, capital letters are optional–they are shown here for clarity.) 

(Pastor Mark)    PastorMark@oslcstanwood.org 

(Linda Hammer)  Office@oslcstanwood.org 

(Linda Mohler)   Treas@oslcstanwood.org 

(Alex)      Youth@oslcstanwood.org 

You are encouraged to replace the staff Frontier addresses in your contact lists or address 

books, etc., to make it easier to use these new addresses from now on. You might have the old Frontier 

addresses in your contact list or address book in more than one place—please look thoroughly. If you need 

help in doing this, please send an email to Admin@oslcstanwood.org and Bruce or I will do our best to help.  

Old and new addresses will continue to be usable during the month of June, but by July 7, we expect the 

Frontier accounts to be closed. 

A list of these new addresses will be included in all bulk emails that are sent out during the next few weeks.  

OSLC Tech Team  

Bruce Spong 

Annette Bowden  

Pastor Mark—continued from page 1 

I hope to hear of your “holy leisurely” moments. 

Regale me with your stories of wistful, breezy 

moments in which you have witnessed God’s 

gracious hand given as a gift, whether away from 

home in Hawaii or right in your very own 

backyard. 

God Bless You All,  

Pastor Mark 

Church Facility Security 
Time for a friendly reminder. Please make sure if 
you are the last person to leave the church that you 
check all the doors before leaving. We have 
recently had a couple of occasions where the doors 
have not been locked. No damage or theft. Please 
let’s all do what we can to make sure we have a 
secure building. 

Devotional Materials Available 

The new quarterly devotional booklets are here! 
Look for Portals of Prayer and Christ in Our 
Home in the narthex and fellowship hall. Also 
available is the latest issue of the The Lutheran 
Journal. 



 

“CHRISTMAS CARD YARD SIGNS” 

EVANGELISM REPORT 

Throughout previous months, you’ve probably heard the “Christmas Card Yard Sign” project mentioned and 

wondered what it is.  I would like to share a little bit about our project. 

We are beginning the creation of a set of eight (8) 4’x8’ plywood signs which depict the Christmas story – 

and, each sign is based on a specific Scripture verse.  These signs will be displayed in the yards of church 

members who live in relatively close proximity to each other.  When toured in sequence, the events of Jesus’ 

birth are explained in picture form.  Our plan is to complete the first set of signs for displaying in the 

Stanwood area, this coming December, and next year, creating a second set of signs for displaying on 

Camano Island.  Looking into the future, we would like to expand each set with additional signs. 

This month, our project committee has started creating the design of each sign and will, shortly, be starting 

the actual painting of each sign.  Right now, we are looking for donations of 4’x8’ sheets of ¾” plywood with 

at least one side smooth enough to paint.  Once the committee inventories the colors of paint needed, we will 

be asking if anyone has leftover exterior paint they would like to donate. 

These Christmas Card signs are an exciting project and will last for many years!  Ideas are being bounced 

around about how we might include our whole congregation in celebrating not only the Christmas season 

together, but showcasing these signs of Christmas greetings, in a new and fun way.  As Christmas gets closer, 

watch for more activities - - - maybe a church caravan to tour the signs, a contest to identify the source of 

each Scripture verse – who knows what might pop up on our church calendar!!! 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE A SHEET OF PLYWOOD 

OR MAKE A MONETARY DONATION,   

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Sandy Schreiner (Evangelism Chairperson) 360-629-8510 

*** Carol Jensen (Project Committee Chairperson)  360-502-0497 *** 

Join the OSLC  

Stewardship Committee !! 

We are working on projects now and in the future that will have significant positive impact on our church! 

The first project is to implement an efficient, permanent process for matching church member’s & attender’s 

desires to assist the church with the church’s essential needs.  

We are recruiting four (4) people to do a combination of jobs. These include communicating and connecting 

people who want to volunteer and church ministries that need volunteers to input volunteer contact 

information and job descriptions into a simple database. We desire people who love to talk on the phone or in-

person, people who have basic computer skills (if you can surf the web, you qualify). 

There is no lifetime commitment-no signed contracts obligating you indentured servitude. The volunteer hours 

are flexible and will be on an as-needed basis. All positions can be done from the comfort of your own home. 

We will have a monthly meeting to discuss projects and listen to your input and opinions. You will receive 

hands-on training until you are comfortable with the process. Most importantly, you will be working with your 

fellow church members/attenders assisting OSLC as we become more involved with our Stanwood-Camano 

Community and have fun and fellowship!  

Please contact Dimitri Berk at: 

oslcstewardship2021@gmail.com  

or call (509) 699-1396. 

Peace be with you! 



 

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 
9 AM‒Fellowship Hall 

We are currently studying “12 Women of the 

Bible…Life Changing stories for Women Today”. 

Our study just began June 16, so come join us 

Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. 

The book we are using is on sale on Amazon. The 

link for ordering is shown below. If you can’t 

order your own, please let me know and I will 

order it for you.  

The study guide looks like this…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hopefully the link below will work! 

Twelve Women of the Bible Study Guide: Life-Changing 

Stories for Women Today by Amazon.com 

Learn more: https://www.amazon.com/dp/0310088267/

ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_WA6PXSB6Y6Y3QGR864T4 

For questions or more information, please contact 

Kathy Beauchamp 425-280-4777. 

Women’s Retreat 2021 

September 29— October 1 

The 2021 Women’s Retreat will take place at 

Rainbow Lodge in North Bend, WA. We will 

be studying “Overcomer” and the cost is $215. 

Payment will be due Friday, September 10, 

and please make the check out to OSLC and 

send it in to Linda Mohler, our Treasurer. 

Let me know if you have questions.  

Irene Nelson 

nelsonimp@msn.com  206-949-1435 

Men’s Fraternity 
Tuesdays, 7:30 AM 

The men continue to meet on Tuesday mornings  

at 7:30 a.m. We are currently watching and 

discussing the first season of “The Chosen” (a 

multi-season series about the Life of Jesus).  

Any and all men are invited to come join us for 

breakfast and study. We’re having a great 

turnout!     Pastor Mark 

Thank You from Elsie P! 

Greetings from Wisconsin. I am adjusting to 

my new life here, but miss you all. I wanted 

to thank you for the lovely farewell 

reception and cake as well as for the 

beautiful blue glass float, monetary gift, 

cards and notes.   

You have all been such a blessing and 

support to me throughout the years.   

Much Love, Elsie P. 



 

Hailey McCall 

I graduated this spring from Washington State 

University with a major in Marketing. I’ve 

accepted a position as a Marketing Project 

Manager for the Microsoft Digital Store.  

Trent Austin 

Stanwood High School Graduate 2021 

I would love to thank the members of Our 

Saviour’s Lutheran Church for always making me 

feel welcome. I also want to thank all of the 

volunteers that have helped with the many 

activities at church. I would especially like to 

thank Pastor Mark, who has greatly impacted my 

faith and provided me with a solid foundation that 

I will continue to build upon. I love the 

discipleship and community that OSLC has 

provided. This fall I will be attending Central 

Washington University. I am looking forward to 

this new adventure. Our church is very special and 

will always be a refuge for me to return to, 

regardless of where college or life takes me. 



 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

Duane Holtmann has served our congregation as our custodian for over 25 years. He is finally stepping down 

off his John Deere mower and stepping into retirement for good. Even though he is leaving the care of our 

facility to someone else – he will be busy carrying for his beautiful landscaping at home and hopefully riding 

golf carts at neighboring golf courses.  

Over the years, we have been blessed as Duane has often worked behind the scenes tending to the needs of our 

facilities and yards. Duane generously used his skills whenever a fix or repair was needed, which saved the 

church calling on a repair service. He would make arrangements to set up for special services, weddings and 

funerals, as well as the various regularly scheduled activities. 

Thank you, Duane, for all your efforts and commitment in caring for our church facility and church family. 

God bless you and Debbie as you enter the next chapter of your lives.   

A PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH 

Loving God, we thank you — the true 

Father of our country — for the blessings 

of this land and the gifts of cultures 

around the world. Prompt us to strive for 

justice for all, at home and abroad.  

Remind us, in the words of the hymn, 

that “this is our Father's world” and that 

your goodness prevails. Amid tragedies 

and conflicts, guard us against despair. 

Help us focus on the kindness evident 

daily: from generous neighbors to 

conscientious public servants (because 

most are).  

On Independence Day and every day,    

“O let [us] ne’er forget that though the 

wrong seems oft so strong, God is the 

Ruler yet.” Amen. 

 

—Sandy Hyland 

Traditional Worship Service  

resumes July 4th!  

Please remember that the service  

begins at 8:15 a.m. 

during the summer months. 



 

 

…… empowering those who struggle in poverty to live with hope. 

BOSCOVET Fundraiser Yard Sale July 9-11  

Please consider saving your used, but well-loved items (or even new and not loved) 

to donate to the Boscovet Project 2021 Summer Yard Sale. In the past these events have been a significant 

source of funding for the Boscovet Academy of Hope. With the inability to host any fundraising activities over 

the past year, our budget is straining to meet the expanding school campus and student population. We will 

hopefully raise enough funds for desperately needed new school books and even some laptop computers. 

Electricity is coming to the school this year and everyone is excited to have power for lighting, computers, and 

other uses like the sound system for the church. Plan on bringing your items (or arrange for pickup) on 

Wednesday - Thursday, July 7th or 8th. Our address is 5720 Jensen Road east of Stanwood in the Cedarhome 

area. Please contact Dan or Linda Haskins with questions or about donating items.   

E-mail – danwazzu78@aol.com. Cell phone numbers Dan 360-774-0386 or Linda 360-774-0387. 

HOW WILL WE USE OUR FREEDOM? 

In 2000, Cornealious Anderson was sentenced to 13 years for robbery. The 
23-year-old was released on bail and told to await orders to show up to 
prison. But due to a clerical error, those orders never came. Some people 
might have taken advantage of such freedom and committed more crimes. 
But Anderson started a business, coached youth football and volunteered 
at church, earning respect in his community. 
 
Thirteen years later, when Missouri officials discovered the error and put 
Anderson behind bars, an online petition called for his release. A judge 
agreed that Anderson was a changed man and, again, he was freed. 
 
What would you do with such undeserved freedom? What do we do with the unmerited freedom 
God grants us despite our sin, and with the freedoms we celebrate on July 4? May we follow 
Anderson’s example and use our freedoms — social and spiritual — to serve others. 
 
—adapted from Homiletics 

2021 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes are available Sunday mornings 

in the narthex and fellowship hall for anyone, 

member or friend, who would like to participate in 

the financial contributions to our congregation. 

Please remember to sign your name next to the 

matching number. You may also call the church 

office and leave a message, and we will arrange to 

have them available for you during our weekly 

office hours. 

Consider...Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you. When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s 

Lutheran Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 

mailto:danwazzu78@aol.com


 

HOUSING HOPE …. 

we keep HOPE alive!  
Mission Statement: Housing Hope shall promote 

and provide affordable housing and tailored 

services to reduce homelessness and poverty for 

residents of Snohomish County and Camano 

Island. 

The North Snohomish County Council of 

Churches incorporated Housing Hope on 

September 30, 1987, recognizing emergency 

shelter providers were not set up to accept 

families, at this time.  Many were turned away 

and/or separated from on another.  The churches 

quickly discovered that church funds set aside for 

the occasional family with a specific need had 

little impact on the growing problem of 

homelessness. A formation of a nonprofit agency 

with the expertise to leverage community 

resources for real housing solutions was 

developed. Moving forward, Housing Hope has 

three core program areas: Housing and Services, 

Economic Empowerment and ChildHope. The 

focus of each of the program areas is to eliminate 

the barriers to success and empower each family to 

reach their potential and escape poverty. 

In Stanwood the Lervick Family Village and 

Lincoln Hill has 36 housing units, combined. 

Ambassadors of Housing Hope Stanwood provide 

fund raising programs to support the needs of 

residents, i.e. Back to School Backpacks, 

Christmas stockings for children, Voices of Hope 

Concert and Auction, in addition to meeting needs 

as they arise. Sundays during the month of June 

we have held a “white drive” collecting toilet 

tissue, paper towels and female hygiene items for 

the empty pantry, as we have been made aware 

personal care items are not covered by the 

residents EBT cards. These items, along with 

financial donations, will stock the current pantry 

empty shelves. All contributions are so 

appreciated. Also, gratitude to members of OSLC 

for being Housing Hope Ambassadors supporting 

this mission. 

Julie Freeman, 

Social Concerns and Pastoral Care 

Stanwood Ambassadors 
A Note of Thanks 

On behalf of the Stanwood Ambassadors for 

Housing Hope I would like to thank you, our 

church family, for your generous participation in 

our June “white drive” for our pantries at Lervick 

and Lincoln Family Villages. Our families are so 

appreciative of the supplies, but even more so of 

the care you’ve expressed.  

Thank you, you are truly the hands and feet of 

Jesus.       Dee Jonson, Stanwood Ambassadors 

OSLC Facility Use Questionnaire 

As Our Saviour’s activities start 

back to a more normal schedule 

the Council wants to better 

coordinate the days and times that 

the various rooms in the church 

will be is use so as to avoid double booking and to 

facilitate any setup and tear down/cleaning our 

new church custodian, Mario Mendez, will need 

to do. It is our intention that Mario be able to 

reasonably meet the needs of each of the groups 

using the church, so that as our number of 

meetings and activities ramps up, the church is 

clean and organized for the next group.  

So, if you are a leader or facilitator of a group that 

meets at the church on a regular or semi-regular 

basis, please fill out the Room Preferences Form 

found on the OSLC web site at this 

address:  https://www.oursaviourschurch.org/

connecting-oslc/ You will land on the Get 

Connected page; click on the green link and you 

will then find yourself looking at the blue Room 

Preferences link. Click on that to open up the 

form. After filling it out, click submit and it will 

be sent to Dan Haskins, the Building and Grounds 

council chairperson. Alternatively, you can e-mail 

me requesting a form and I can either e-mail it to 

you directly or hand it to you at church to fill out 

and return. My e-mail address is 

danwazzu78@aol.com.  

Thanks for your help in coordinating the busy 

schedule our church thankfully will be 

experiencing real soon.                    Dan Haskins 



 

Please pray for the following members and friends of Our Saviour’s: 

The family of Dan Weber (friend of Amy Thompson);Oakly Aurora Kimble 

(granddaughter of Keith and Peggy Land); Bruce Rockwood; Tom Simonseth 

and family; Alex Abdallah; Jim Quait; Marylee & Leon Sams; Arnold Gull 

(father of Peggy Land and Kathy Slack); Todd Larson; Judy and Paul 

Anderson; Heather (daughter of Carol Johnson); Charles (brother of Donna 

Cook); Gracie Miller (age 11 receiving chemo); Judy Waltier (friend of Jon 

and Jane King); Ervin Thompson (uncle of Amy Thompson); Marilyn Nienhuis; 

Beverley Klatt; Cameron Ruscha (HS student of Erik Ronning); Dale and 

Barbara Tetlow; Gary Ruef (family member of Lorri & Joe DeFelice); Amanda 

Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Mike Erps (nephew of Leilani Erps); Mick Hanson; 

Leif & Pam Larson (friends of Gards & Marvel Graham); Ramona Brodland 

(sister of Del Fox); Marlene Schuster; Howard Wangsness; Michele Kunzman; 

Dave Matthewson; Ryker (grandnephew of Judy & Paul Anderson) 

Prayers also for: 

Our school district: schools, preschools, and daycares; administrators, 

teachers, support staff, students and parents. All those suffering from the 

effects of COVID-19, and natural disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA governor, 

Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, 

Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

July 4, 2021 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 2:1-5 

Psalm 123 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

Mark 6:1-13 

July 11, 2021 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 7:7-15 

Psalm 85:1-13 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:14-29 

July 18, 2021 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-44 

July 25, 2021 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 9:8-17 

Psalm 136:1-9 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

Mark 6:45-56 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

 

Congratulations to Dave and Lauren Lacambacal (Jespersen, former OSLC youth director) on the birth of Jean 

Evelyn Lacambacal, born June 2 at 4 lbs. 12 oz., 17 in. Jean decided to come early, at 34 weeks! She crushed 

her growth goals in the NICU and after 11 days finally came home. She is doing remarkably well!.   

Lauren was the youth director here during the years 2009-13, before moving to North Carolina. 

Altar Flowers 

With our return to indoor worship July 4, we have placed the Flower Chart in the fellowship 

hall. Flowers may be given in memory of a loved one, or in honor of a special occasion. A 

donation of $30 Is requested per Sunday.  

Please sign up on the chart and flower arrangers Candace Spong or Lina Richert will contact 

you. 

    When a new baby is welcomed into our congregation, a rose is placed on the altar to honor the    

      occasion.  

    If you know of someone who has recently had a birth in their family, please let the office know! 



 

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P. O. Box 370 
Stanwood, WA 98292 
 
 
Change Service Requested 

 

2021 

Starting July 4th, we will provide a worship 

service inside the sanctuary at 8:15 a.m. From 

the feedback of our calls to the congregation, 

many of you expressed a desire to begin 

worshipping inside the sanctuary.  

Our worship schedule from  

July 4
th 

through September 5
th

: 

8:15 a.m.* – Traditional Worship in the 

Sanctuary, with organ and hymns 

*For the summer this service is a half hour 

earlier than previous traditional worship! 

9:45 a.m.  – Drive-In Worship – as well as 

seating inside the Fellowship Hall – as well as 

on the grass as weather permits. 

Celebrate Independence Day with Celebrate Independence Day with Celebrate Independence Day with    

Delicious, Festive Pancakes!Delicious, Festive Pancakes!Delicious, Festive Pancakes!   

Sunday, July 4th,  the Men’s Group will help us 

celebrate our Independence Day with a Pancake 

Breakfast – with a red, white and blue theme, 

including strawberries, blueberries and whipped 

cream – or maple syrup for you boring types.  

The breakfast will begin at 9:00 a.m. – and be 

served between the 8:15 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. 

worship services.   

Join the fun and pray for a beautiful, sunny day. 

 


