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Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Drive-In / In-Building Worship Service 

9:45 AM  

Introduction 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It 

is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like 

seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or 

dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of 

life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

Welcome 

Opening Prayer 
 
Honoring Elsie Pritchard      
Lamentations 3:22-26 (RSV): 22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his 
mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is thy 

faithfulness. 24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in 

him.” 25 The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. 26 It is 

good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. 
                                           Read by Elsie’s daughter, Cathy Effinger 
 
Please join us for a cake reception following worship 
as we say goodbye to Elsie and wish her “Godspeed”! 

Opening Hymn 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

By Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933 

1   Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

     Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, 

         their sun above. 

     Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

     Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.        

 

2   All thy works with joy surround thee, 

         earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 

     Stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

     Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

     Chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 



 

3   Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

     Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 

     Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 

     Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 

Public Domain 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

 

P     In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C     Amen 

P     Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C     Amen 

P     If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

P     Most merciful God, 

C     we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name. 

        Amen 

P     In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and 

for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus 

Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on 

them the Holy Spirit. 

C    Amen 

 

 



Song                                                   

Promises Never Fail 

Ben Fielding | Brian Johnson | Jason Ingram | Joel Taylor 
  

Verse 1 
You are with me what can separate us? 
You are for me what can stand against us? 
Your love it won’t let go I know it won't 
  

Verse 2 
Darkness, shadows have no power over me 
Fear is empty shame has no authority 
Your love it won’t let go I know it won't 
  

Chorus 
I know your thoughts Your plans for me are good 
I know You hold my future and my hope 
Your promises never fail Your promises never fail 
  

Verse 3 
Healing and freedom as You speak favor over me 
Faith is breaking, all impossibility 
Your name has overcome Your name alone 
 
Chorus 
  

Bridge 
Oh, I am standing on every promise that You make 
I will see it come to pass in Your name in Your name 
Jesus I will trust every word I hear You say 
I will see it come to pass in Your name in Your name 
 
Chorus 
  

CCLI Song # 7112254. Ben Fielding | Brian Johnson | Jason Ingram | Joel Taylor. © 2017 SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing). Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC). So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music 

Publishing LLC). Bethel Music Publishing. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI 
License # 1065995. 

  
Psalm 1 
1 Blessed is the one 
    who does not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take 
    or sit in the company of mockers, 
2 but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and who meditates on his law day and night. 

http://www.ccli.com/


3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
    which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither— 
    whatever they do prospers. 
4 Not so the wicked! 
    They are like chaff 
    that the wind blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. (NIV) 

 

Hymn 

How Great Thou Art 

By Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989. 
  

1   O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
     Consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
     I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
     Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 
 
Refrain 
     Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
     How great thou art! How great thou art! 
     Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
     How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
2   When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
     I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
     When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
     And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Refrain 
                                                                                                     
4   When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
     And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
     Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
     And there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  Refrain 

CLI Song #14181. Words: S.K. Hine © 1953 Manna Music, Inc., renewed 1981, admin Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
under CCLI license number 1065995. 

Scripture Readings 
 
First Lesson: Acts 1:12-26 
In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process 
whereby one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth 
apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and death. 
 
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of 
Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went 



upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, 
John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; 
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering 
about a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture 
had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David 
concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He 
was one of our number and shared in our ministry.” 
18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a 
field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled 
out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their 
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: 
“‘May his place be deserted; 
    let there be no one to dwell in it,’ 
and, “‘May another take his place of leadership.’ 
21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us 
the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s 
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must 
become a witness with us of his resurrection.”                  (continued next page) 
23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as 
Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s 
heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this 
apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast 
lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. (NIV) 
 

Second Lesson: I John 5:9-15 
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the 
Son of God believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life. 
 
9 We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the 
testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Whoever believes in 
the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever does not believe God has 
made him out to be a liar, because they have not believed the testimony God 
has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so 
that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we 
have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he 
hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we 
know that we have what we asked of him. (NIV) 
 
Here ends the reading. 



Gospel Reading: Mark 4:1-20 
4 Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around 
him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all 
the people were along the shore at the water’s edge. 2 He taught them many 
things by parables, and in his teaching said: 3 “Listen! A farmer went out to 
sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and 
the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have 
much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the 
sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had 
no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, 
so that they did not bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, 
grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a 
hundred times.” 
9 Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 
10 When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him 
about the parables. 11 He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has 
been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in 
parables 12 so that, 
“‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never 
understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’” 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will 
you understand any parable? 14 The farmer sows the word. 15 Some people 
are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, 
Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 16 Others, like 
seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with 
joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 18 Still others, 
like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the 
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the 
word, making it unfruitful. 20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the 
word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred 
times what was sown.”  (NIV) 
 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                                                     Pr. Mark Bankson 
 
Holy Communion (use Celebration Cups) 
 
Lord’s Prayer (pray together) 
 
Benediction 
 

 

 



Sending Hymn 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

By Thomas O. Chisholm 
  

1   Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
     There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
     Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
     As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 
Refrain 
     Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
     Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
     All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
     Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
2   Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
     Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
     Join with all nature in manifold witness 
     To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain 
 
3   Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
     Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
     Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
     Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!         Refrain 

Words: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960  © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-716069. 

 

Dismissal 
     P:  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord.                       
     C: Thanks be to God.  
  
Please join us for a cake reception following worship 
as we say goodbye to Elsie and wish her “Godspeed”! 

   
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016166. The HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright 
© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Songs used by permission under 
CCLI License # 1065995 and One License # A-716069. 
  

 
 

   Congratulations to Blair Elsie Bucklin who is being baptized this 
afternoon. Blair is the daughter of Morgan and Matthew Bucklin, and great-
granddaughter of Pastor Paul and Elsie Wietzke.    Pastor Wietzke is delighted 
to baptize yet another member of his family!  
   Blair’s sponsors/godparents are Michael Bucklin and Caroline Cates. 
May the Lord bless the new life given to Blair!   
  



 
This Week at Our Saviour’s: 
Today, May 16, 1:00pm (following the worship service) 
     Volunteers are requested to do some community service at our Stanwood Post 
Office, giving the grounds a facelift. We will be pulling weeds and spreading mulch. 
Bring any tools you want. Water will be provided. 

Monday, May 17       
        5:30pm Praise Team Practice 
Tuesday, May 18 
        7:30am Men’s Fraternity 
        6:00pm Alpha Course - week 6 
Wednesday, May 19 
        6:00pm “The Branches” (Gr. 1-5) 
Thursday, May 20                             
        4:30pm Confirmation Class        
        5—6pm Gathering Place Dinner served 
        6—8pm “Grafted” Middle School (Gr. 6-8) 
Friday, May 21 
        6:00pm “The Vine” (Gr. 6-12) 
Sunday, May 23                Day of Pentecost 
        8:45am Prayer Group 
        9:45am Limited In-Building and “Drive-In” Worship 
        9:45am Sunday School (ages 3—Gr.5) 
        9:45am MS/HS Youth Group with Alex 

Next Sunday – Pentecost Sunday – Wear Red! 

  
  
  
Position opening at OSLC: 
OSLC has an opening for a maintenance person as Duane Holtmann has decided to 
retire effective June 30th after many years of service as our church custodian.  The 
position may include janitorial duties as well. If you are interested and would like more 
information, please contact the church office at 360-629-3767 or email 

at oslcstanwood@frontier.com. 
  
2021 Women’s Retreat registration: 
The deadline is May 28. Please contact Irene Nelson at nelsonimp@msn.com right 
away if you’re interested in attending. We will be studying “Overcomer”, and the charge 
this year will be $215 which includes 2 nights and all your meals. Payment will be due 
September 10. Contact Irene at 206-949-1435 if you have questions. 
 
 
 
  

mailto:oslcstanwood@frontier.com
mailto:nelsonimp@msn.com


Please pray for the following members and friends of Our Saviour’s: 
Jennifer Flint; Arnold Gull (father of Peggy Land and Kathy Slack); Jim Quait; Todd 
Larson; Judy and Paul Anderson; Marylee & Leon Sams; Heather (daughter of Carol 
Johnson); Charles (brother of Donna Cook); Gracie Miller (age 11 receiving chemo); 
Judy Waltier (friend of Jon and Jane King); Ervin Thompson (uncle of Amy Thompson); 
Marilyn Nienhuis; Beverley Klatt; Cameron Ruscha (HS student of Erik Ronning; Dan 
Weber (friend of Amy Thompson); Dale and Barbara Tetlow; Gary Ruef (family member 
of Lorri & Joe DeFelice); Lois Peterson (cousin of Connie Ronning); Amanda Hobbs; 
Ingeburg Paul; Mike Erps (nephew of Leilani Erps); Mick Hanson; Robert MacNeal; Leif 
& Pam Larson (friends of Gards & Marvel Graham); Ramona Brodland (sister of Del 
Fox); Marlene Schuster; Howard Wangsness; Michele Kunzman; Dave Matthewson; 
Ryker (grandnephew of Judy & Paul Anderson) 
 
Please pray also for the people of India and especially: 
Kidstown Orphanage home leaders and children. Most are safe at this point with one 
leader in the hospital with COVID and pneumonia. Pray that they would have access to 
their bank accounts. 
 
Praise and Thanksgiving for: 
- Connie Ronning’s improvement – pray for continued healing 
- Ruth, in India, recovering from COVID (BSF sister of Carol Curtis and Lois Stahley) 
- Shiprah and family in India (BSF sister of Carol Curtis and Lois Stahley) -They are 
much improved from COVID. Continued prayer for protection of others. 
- Sila and husband, a safe return to Zimbabwe from Mozambique (BSF sister of 
Carol Curtis and Lois Stahley) 
- Les Stahley, successful procedure and heart now at rest; home recovering. 
 
  

  

 
  



 

Undeterred Sower 

 

Near the edge of the Sea of Galilee rest the ruins of the little fishing village of 
Capernaum. Ancient olive presses and grinding stones linger among black 
stone footprints of villagers’ homes (including, many believe, Peter’s) and the 
remnants of Capernaum’s synagogue. Rising from the village is an 
unremarkable hillside. Jesus knew the place well. 
 
Today, if you can find your way through a rusted gate, a twisting, dusty, hard-
worn path reveals itself on that hill beside the sea. Camouflaged by untamed 
thistles and shrubs, it meanders along stony ground accented with twenty-
first-century litter. Birds perch beneath unsteady shade on scaly limbs of 
scrubby trees. Small patches of coppery-green grain fields wave in muggy 
breezes. 
 
It takes very little effort to imagine Jesus using the familiar landscape as 
inspiration to spin a parable. But this parable is not told to teach anyone then 
or now about the terrain. It is a story about the sower and about the seed he 
sows. 
 
So what do you make of a sower who throws costly seed around with such 
reckless abandon? Over rocks, onto scabby, crusted ground, into brambles 
and thorns the seeds fly. It seems the sower is a wasteful fool. Does that 
sower have so much seed that there are no limits to the scattering? Why do 
the pecking birds give him no hesitation? Has he, perhaps, seen plants bear 
fruit in surprising places where birds dropped what they had snatched? Might 
this sower be thinking of all the times he noticed life that, beyond all reason, 
cracked stone and rose from behind rock? Was he picturing beauty in thistles 
that bloomed brave flowers? 
 
The sower, risking the outcome, wasting seed, is up to something 
unpredictably grace-full among snatchers and takers, stubborn blockheads 
and encroaching bullies and brutes. God’s grace has an infinitely wide reach, 
accomplishing more than we can imagine. May you find great joy in that good 
news today. 
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