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“The Smoldering Sequoia” 

Last week, the National Park Service discovered a single Sequoia tree still smoldering from 

the Castle Fire which broke out in August of last year. Nine months after the devastating 

fire roared through the Sequoia National Park, one tree is still sending up smoke signals, 

registering the ongoing effects of the burn.  

14 months after COVID-19 roared through our communities and economies, many 

individual lives are still standing yet still smoldering. After the devious virus churned its 

way through every family and every life in one way or another, smoke signals might not 

always be so clearly seen, but many people are still sending up signs of disappointment, despair and distrust. 

The recovery will take time. The healing will take love. Renewed hope will take faith. 

The smoldering Sequoia does not currently pose a threat to the local area, but it does point to the dryness of the 

environment. At this point, individual souls are also dry. People are in need of “Living Water”. As Christians, 

we carry this living water within us. Jesus says that whoever drinks the water he gives them will never thirst. In 

fact, he states, “Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal 

life.” (John 4:14) 

An interesting fact - the sequoia tree is a fire-adapted species. When hit by a low-level blaze, it can actually help 

sequoia forests to thrive. The heat from the blaze breaks open the cones from the giant sequoias and allows them 

to release their seed. 

Spiritually speaking, right now you might feel like that smoldering sequoia. You are just trying to deal with the 

aftermath of a heated trial and dry terrain. But perhaps we carry the spiritual DNA of the giant sequoia. Perhaps 

God has also created us in such a way that through our trials and challenging circumstances, we are able to 

recognize the seeds of faith He has planted within us.   

One additional important fact to know about the giant sequoia.  With all their strength and resilience, they have 

a very shallow root system. In fact, mature roots will actually only go down 6-12 feet into the earth. And yet 

these trees rarely fall over. How can they remain standing with such a shallow root system? The sequoias thrive 

in thick groves, where the roots can intertwine and fuse together. This interconnectedness gives them 

tremendous strength against the forces of nature. Some root systems have been measured to extend over one 

mile wide. 

May we not remain single, smoldering sequoias. Rather, let us be healthy spiritual giant sequoias. Let us grow 

and thrive in a grove, deeply interconnected in life and in faith with God and other believers. And may this 

interconnectedness give us the strength to withstand any and all emotional and spiritual forces that attempt to 

disable us.  

“Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, 

and everything in them. Then ALL THE TREES OF THE FOREST will sing for joy.”   (Psalm 96:11-12) 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Mark 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Limited In-Building and  

Outdoor Worship ~ 9:45 a.m. 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 
 

Are You Receiving our Devotions  

and Letters E-mails? 

Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and     

devotions from church members are sent out     

regularly through Mailchimp.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at                                      

oslcstanwood@frontier.com. 

For those with no computer access/e-mail,  

please call the church office and leave a  

message with your name and phone number,  

and we will return your call. 

Coffee, anyone? 
We need volunteers to make coffee on Sunday 

mornings. There is a sign-up sheet in the 

kitchen. Anyone who is interested will have help 

in learning how to make HOPE coffee.   

OSLC Position Opening 

Maintenance Person 

OSLC has an opening for a maintenance 

person as Duane Holtmann has decided to 

retire effective after many years of service as 

our church custodian. The position may 

include janitorial duties as well.  

If you are interested and would like more 

information, please contact the church office  

at 360-629-3767 or email 

OSLCStanwood@frontier.com. 



 

 

 

June 27, 2021 — 11:15 AM, following worship 

Greetings from YOUR church council. It has been a very busy first five months. 

First, thank you everyone who responded to our volunteer questionnaire. The list of people 

willing to help is amazing. Secondly, thank you to all who took the phone call during our 

congregational survey. The information gathered here was highly informative. We have 

the information gathered and are using it to help lead our path forward. 

The council has had two retreats this year to look at and find ways to help support the 

mission of our church. These have been fully attended, the interaction open and I feel very 

much led by the Holy Spirit. We have discussed a wide range of issues and opportunities. 

We would like to share with the congregation and most importantly get your feedback on 

our direction and thoughts. To that end we are having an Open Forum, on June 27th, after 

service. Please mark this date on your calendar. 

With the change in CDC guidelines and the Governor’s positive response, the council 

voted at our recent Saturday meeting (the council was called into special session to act on 

another matter), to remove our requirement that masks be worn while in the building for 

all those who are fully vaccinated. We will not be checking for or asking for proof of 

vaccination. We are relying on each person to follow the guidelines. We understand that 

some people may not be comfortable with this. If anyone still desires to wear a mask, that 

is their own personal decision and will not be questioned or looked down upon. 

The opening of the church is still an evolving situation, and we do not have all the 

answers. So please reach out to any council member if you have concerns or questions.  

I look forward to visiting with you at the congregational forum on June 27th. 

Thank you and may the Lord look upon all of us with favor. 

Dan Norris 

Watch for Email Changes 

Just about everything is in place to switch our email addresses at Our Saviour’s over 

to our new domain name. We will have some weeks of overlap where the current 

Frontier accounts are still functioning, but by July, we hope everyone will have made 

the changes to their lists of contacts. 

As soon as everything is in place (perhaps even before you receive this newsletter) 

you’ll receive an email notice giving you the new email addresses. We’ll also have the 

new information available on our website at that time.  

              Annette Bowden 
 



 

Men’s Fraternity 
Tuesdays, 7:30 AM 

The men continue to meet on Tuesday mornings  

at 7:30 a.m. We are currently watching and 

discussing the first season of “The Chosen” (a 

multi-season series about the Life of Jesus).  

Any and all men are invited to come join us for 

breakfast and study. We’re having a great turnout! 

Pastor Mark 

More Good News!! 

With the easing of restrictions, it looks like we may 

be moving towards resumed services in the 

Sanctuary. This of course means a return of organ 

music. During the COVID situation of the last year 

Marylee Sams let us know she would not be 

returning to play. We were saddened to hear this 

and thank her for the many years of beautiful 

music. 

At the last council meeting it was agreed to offer 

the position to Linda Hammer. Linda has been 

filling in on temporary basis and will now be our 

“Official” Church organist. Thank you, Linda, for 

continuing to be a part of our growing mission. 

Dan Norris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation Sunday will be celebrated at 

Our Saviour’s on Sunday, June 13
th

.  

If you have a high school or college student 

graduating, please forward their picture and 

information to Linda at the church office by June 

8th.  We would like to highlight them on June 13th  

and then include the information in the July 

newsletter. 

Gathering Place Ministry is Back! 

We will have all 10 host churches on board and 

have reached out to the community in several 

ways but would appreciate anyone spreading the 

word and joining us.  

We will offer takeout for those who do not wish to 

join in house. The kitchen will open at 3:00 p.m. 

and dinner will be served from 5:00 p.m. ( a 

change from our previous dinner time) and we will 

be out of fellowship hall before 6:30 p.m.  

Our Saviour’s will be hosting on Thursday, June 

3, and I welcome anyone who would like to help 

although we do need to limit our kitchen staff 

numbers and will do shifts if this becomes needed 

or desired. Again, dinner has restarted on 

Thursday, May 13, and all COVID guidelines will 

be followed.  

Thank you for all your support of this ecumenical 

ministry in our community. 

Barbara Christoferson 

SPIRITUAL SUBMARINES 

Author Steve Farrar 

encourages Christian fathers 

to be spiritual submarines 

under the surface of their 

children’s lives. “Through your 

prayers you have the ability to 

affect situations where you are 

not physically present,” he writes in Standing 

Tall. “You may be undetected, but that does not 

mean that you are ineffective.” 

A man who puts on the armor of God and goes to 

war on his knees for his children is a force to be 

reckoned with, Farrar adds. “When it comes to 

battle … understand that you have been given 

awesomely powerful weapons.” 



 

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 
Resumes June 16, 9 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

We will be studying “12 Women of the Bible…

Life Changing stories for Women Today”. 

We will have our first meeting on June 16 at 9:00 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

The book we will be using is on sale on Amazon. 

The link for ordering is shown below. If you can’t 

order your own, please let me know and I will 

order it for you.  

The study guide looks like this…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hopefully the link below will work! 

Twelve Women of the Bible Study Guide: Life-Changing 

Stories for Women Today by Amazon.com 

Learn more: https://www.amazon.com/dp/0310088267/

ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_WA6PXSB6Y6Y3QGR864T4 

For questions or more information, please contact 

Kathy Beauchamp 425-280-4777. 

Women’s Retreat 2021 

September 29— October 1 

 

 

 

The 2021 Women’s Retreat is planned for  

September 29 – October 1 at Rainbow Lodge in 

North Bend. I just received notice that the 

cancellation date to avoid a bigtime fee will be 

May 31. I realize this is not a lot of notice ! If you 

have any inkling to go, please let me know 

BEFORE May 31. We need a minimum of 25 

women and a maximum number of 35 – I believe 

the max number is due to COVID-19. So far, I 

have 19 women signed up. 

We will be studying “Overcomer” and the charge 

this year will be $215, which includes 2 nights 

and all your meals. 

For those who have never attended, this is a great 

place nestled in the woods at the base of Mt. Si, 

and we have the entire lodge to ourselves. 

If you think you would like to attend, please email 

me (rather than call) with your name, phone 

number, and email. Payment will be due 

September 10. Make out the check to OSLC, 

designate ‘Women’s Retreat’, and submit it to our 

church treasurer Linda Mohler. Irene Nelson 

nelsonimp@msn.com 

(206) 949-1435 if questions. 

Women’s Small Group 

We meet the 2nd and 4th Thursday  

of the month at the Khoury home. 

7:00-8:30 PM 

We use a Short Video platform. 

Come and check it out! 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0310088267/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_WA6PXSB6Y6Y3QGR864T4
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0310088267/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_WA6PXSB6Y6Y3QGR864T4


 A Message from Alex 
I am thrilled to announce that The Vine has split our middle school and high school 

students into their own separate groups! The willingness of parents to drive students back 

and forth over these past two years enabled The Vine to blossom into something special. 

In the past, I have noticed that guest students can feel out of place, depending on their age. 

The difference that six years can make (6th grade to 12th grade) might as well be the 

difference of a lifetime! This separation will allow our youth program to grow at an even 

greater pace and grant me the ability to appropriately tailor each experience. 

The Vine's name is based on John 15:5 where Jesus says, “I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 

me you can do nothing.” 

Rather than call the new group "The Vine Middle School", I began looking for a new name that students 

would find fitting and could easily identify with. Eventually, I landed on the name, Grafted. As when, a branch 

(us) is GRAFTED into The Vine (Jesus)! 

Grafted Middle School will run from 6 pm - 8 pm every Thursday night going forward! 

Blessings, Alex Abdallah 

Director of Student and Family Ministries, OSLC 

(208) 890-9907 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are sorry to say we will not  

be having VBS this year.   

 

Instead, we will be putting on  

Community BBQ’s and family 

activities throughout the summer.  

 

       Mellisa  

 



 

Evangelism Report 

“WE NEED YOUR HELP”   

CALLING ALL THRIVENT MEMBERS! 

It’s been a really long time since we’ve heard the name, Thrivent – perhaps some of you remember 

the company as Lutheran Brotherhood. That’s the name I grew up hearing. Or perhaps, Thrivent 

Financial for Lutherans – their name before, simply, Thrivent. Today, Thrivent has evolved into a 

multi-faceted company – providing all types of financial advice, investment products, insurance, 

banking, etc. Their website describes the company like this “At our heart, we are a membership-

owned fraternal organization…” - but that’s NOT what I want to share. 

Do you know about their “GENEROSITY PROGRAMS”? 

Most member-investors’ investments and financial holdings qualify as either “benefit memberships” 

or “associate memberships.” For example, Pastor Mark shared that he has a life insurance policy with 

Thrivent and therefore, is a “benefit” member. These two memberships come with an added benefit – 

the right to apply for a financial grant, up to $250.00, for qualifying church fund-raisers, service 

programs, educational events and the like. If you have a “beneficial membership”, you can apply for 

two grants per year. An “associate membership” holder can apply for one grant per year. 

We are looking for Thrivent members who are willing to help us obtain access to the Thrivent grant 

program, in order to provide additional funding for our out-reach programs. Some of our church 

members have already made use of this Generosity Program and we are hoping other Thrivent 

members will offer to help us apply for grants for OSLC’s out-reach programs and ministries this 

year. We are not asking you to do this on your own – but rather, simply take advantage of these grant 

opportunities available to us at Thrivent, through your membership benefit. 

Most recently, (that I know of) one of OSLC’s small groups used Thrivent’s Generosity Program this 

past Christmas and put together ‘soup in a jar’, 2 Christmas cookies and a poinsettia, and delivered 

their gift to several people who were recently inflicted with some life’s most troubling and trying 

events. Out of the blue – Christmas blessings! Another use of this program was financial help from 

Thrivent, toward the purchase of a machine that cuts bread dough into dinner roll pieces so the time-

consuming rolling out of dough and cutting it into pieces doesn’t have to be done by hand. Making 

these rolls for the Camano Senior Center is just one use of the machine. And, if I remember hearing 

correctly, a Thrivent Generosity grant was used years ago when bottled water was purchased and then 

“resold” to the congregation members, raising money toward a new water well at Boscovet. 

Here are some of the ways in which your Thrivent Generosity Grant benefit could help OSLC today: 

potentially, purchasing food for our community BBQ’s in July and August, Bibles for our Alpha 

programs, labels for water bottles for distribution at parades or the Stanwood Fair, funds towards 

Alpha dinners or the “weekend away” for our Fall Alpha, 4’x8’ sheets of plywood for our Christmas 

Card Yard signs or the advertising of these programs or bulk mailings of community invitations for 

these events. As more activities and events are added to our calendar, there will be more 

opportunities to help with more grants. 

To participate in the Generosity Program, the only information that is needed will be your name and 

Thrivent account number which determines what type of membership you have.  Your personal data 

such as dollar amount of your account(s), any other names on your account and the like, is not 

needed and you will not be asked to disclose any such information. We will take care of completing all 

the paperwork for Thrivent, detailing what the goals are of each program and how we will implement 

the planned event. 

Please consider taking advantage of the membership benefit as a Thrivent investor and us a call:    

Sandy Schreiner 360-629-8510 or Pastor Mark at OSLC office 360-629-3767. 



 

The Story of Safe Harbor Free Clinic 

Mission: To Show Christ’s Love by Providing  Free Healthcare to Those in Need. 

Safe Harbor Free Clinic (SHFC) began as the vision of a family practitioner who, when returning from a 

medical mission to Haiti, expressed concern that free medical care was not available to the underserved in his 

own community. He asked the question, “If free care can be provided in Haiti, why not at home?” As a result, 

SHFC was founded in October, 2008. An enthusiastic group of volunteers formed a planning committee and 

strategies were set in place. The free medical walk-in clinic opened on June 19, 2009; just 8 months after 

beginning the quest Medical care was offered the first and third Friday evening of every month! Since that 

time, comprehensive healthcare services have been provided to almost 6500 under/uninsured individuals. 

The need for care became so great that in March, 2011, the clinic moved to operating every Friday of the 

month. In spite of doubling the hours of availability, individuals continued to be in need of medical care. 

Providers and volunteers understood the need was much greater than ever anticipated. 40% of patients seen 

struggled to manage their diabetes. In response, our Chronic Care Clinic opened in May, 2011. Patients with 

diabetes, hypertension, and thyroid conditions could make an appointment to be seen. The Podiatry Clinic 

soon followed and laboratory services were secured in September, 2011. Women’s Healthcare Clinic opened 

February, 2012. 

SHFC serves residents from Snohomish, Skagit and Island counties. Over 70,000 people have no access to 

affordable healthcare in these areas. SHFC is the only “brick and mortar” free clinic located between Seattle 

and the Canadian border. The clinic was initially housed in the Skagit Regional Clinic building in Stanwood. 

Due to the continued need for free healthcare, SHFC secured its own medical facility and opened doors in 

August, 2014. With the support of over 150 volunteers and providers, the new facility includes Respiratory, 

Procedure Clinics. Other planned program expansions include patient education classes, continued growth in 

the Chronic Care Clinic, adding to the Provider and volunteer pool and additional partnerships within area 

clinics, resources and nonprofits. 

Together, we can offer Healing and Hope for the Hurting. 

In the months of March and April 2021 SHFC  administered over 650 doses of vaccine to patients, people in 

our community, and from an area ranging from Bellevue to Bellingham and Whidbey Island. Two additional 

clinics per week were added to the normal schedule.  

We are grateful for this mission in our community and are thankful to those members, with current medical 

license, who volunteer at Safe Harbor Free Clinic. 

Julie Freeman, Social Concerns and Pastoral Care 

FLAG DAY IS JUNE 14TH 

One of the great heroes of the early days of our country was John Paul Jones. He was a naval officer and to him went the 

honor of displaying on his ship, for the first time, the national flag of the United States. 

Some people may not realize that Francis Scott Key, the author of "The Star-Spangled Banner," composed four stanzas 

for what became our national anthem. The last stanza is as follows: 

O, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand, 

Between their loved home and the war's desolation, 

Blest with victory and peace, may the heaven-rescued land, 

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation. 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

And this be our motto, - "In God is our trust." 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave, 

O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave. 

The national anthem in totality may be found in Hugh Graham, Great American Stories, Poems and Essays 



 

 

…… empowering those who struggle in poverty to live with hope. 

 

BOSCOVET Fundraiser Yard Sale July 9-11  

Please consider saving your used, but well-loved items (or even new and not loved) to donate to the Boscovet 

Project 2021 Summer Yard Sale. In the past these events have been a significant source of funding for the 

Boscovet Academy of Hope. With the inability to host any fundraising activities over the past year, our budget 

is straining to meet the expanding school campus and student population. We will hopefully raise enough funds 

for desperately needed new school books and even some laptop computers. Electricity is coming to the school 

this year and everyone is excited to have power for lighting, computers, and other uses like the sound system 

for the church. Plan on bringing your items (or arrange for pickup) on Wednesday - Thursday July 9th or 10th. 

Our address is 5720 Jensen Road east of Stanwood in the Cedarhome area. Please contact Dan or Linda 

Haskins with questions or about donating items.   

E-mail – danwazzu78@aol.com. Cell phone numbers Dan 360-774-0386 or Linda 360-774-0387. 

HOUSING HOPE 

“White” Pantry Items Drive 

 

The pantries at Lervick Family Village and Lincoln Hill could use your help! 

They are very low on “white” items such paper products and feminine hygiene products.   

Food stamps cannot be used to purchase these items so they rely on the pantries. 

We will be collecting these items at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church during the month of June. Please bring 

your donations to the Narthex on any Sunday in June.  

The greatest needs at this time are: 

 Toilet paper 

 Paper towels 

 Feminine hygiene products, especially thin pads for teenage girls. 

There is also a young couple with one child that has been working very hard to get out of subsidized housing 

and into a home of their own. They would love to stay in Stanwood. They are looking for a small, two 

bedroom home in the area and are willing to do repairs, if needed. 

If you know of any homes for sale that fit that description, or have any 

questions about the “White” items drive, please contact: 

 Donna Cook 360 722-0046 

 Dee Jonson 425 359-1186 

Thank you for your support! 

Donna Cook 

mailto:danwazzu78@aol.com


 

Please pray for the following members and friends of Our Saviour’s: 

Tom Simonseth; Jennifer Flint; Arnold Gull (father of 

Peggy Land and Kathy Slack); Jim Quait; Todd 
Larson; Judy and Paul Anderson; Marylee & Leon 
Sams; Heather (daughter of Carol Johnson); Charles 

(brother of Donna Cook); Gracie Miller (age 11 
receiving chemo); Judy Waltier (friend of Jon and 

Jane King); Ervin Thompson (uncle of Amy Thompson); Marilyn Nienhuis; 
Beverley Klatt; Cameron Ruscha (HS student of Erik Ronning; Dan Weber 

(friend of Amy Thompson); Dale and Barbara Tetlow; Gary Ruef (family 
member of Lorri & Joe DeFelice); Lois Peterson (cousin of Connie Ronning); 
Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Mike Erps (nephew of Leilani Erps); Mick 

Hanson; Robert MacNeal; Leif & Pam Larson (friends of Gards & Marvel 
Graham); Ramona Brodland (sister of Del Fox); Marlene Schuster; Howard 

Wangsness; Michele Kunzman; Dave Matthewson; Ryker (grandnephew of 
Judy & Paul Anderson) 

Prayers also for: 

Our school district: schools, preschools, and daycares; administrators, 

teachers, support staff, students and parents. All those suffering from the 

effects of COVID-19, and natural disasters. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA governor, 

Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents, 

Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

June 6, 2021 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 3:8-15 

Psalm 130 

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 

Mark 3:20-25 

June 13, 2021 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Psalm 1 

2 Corinthians 5:1-17 

Mark 4:26-34 

June 20, 2021 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 38:1-11 

Psalm 124 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Mark 4:35-41 

June 27, 2021 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Lamentations 3:22-33 

Psalm 30 

2 Corinthians 9:1-9, 13-15 

Mark 5:21-43 

Scripture Texts 
To better prepare you for worship: 

An Update from the Amrita Home, Nepal 

“First of all we really thank the Lord for keeping us safe and healthy. Although our 

community does not like Christians, they have a lot of respect for our home, and they love 

our kids. People bring things for kids but they are not allowed to get in directly. 

Now that the children’s exams are over, they are working on their handwriting and computer 

work. We have a teacher here. So we have made a schedule specially for this time to make 

the best of our time. But they still have time for playing cricket and watching cartoons. They spend time 

praying, playing chess, and cricket. 

Our rented Church was nearly burnt by some locals before, so we meet at Home. These days kids are growing 

in love of God and to be closer to him.” 

Thank you for your generous and kind support for this home. The kids are able to grow and flourish during a difficult 

season because of it. Although they all have pain from their past, they are learning to look forward with hope. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OSLC is grateful to those in our congregation who regularly contribute toward out support of AMRITA Home, one of the 

orphanages in Kidstown International. Additional contributions are welcomed and encouraged as we endeavor to honor 

this commitment as one of our missions. If you are interested in learning more about our participation and its focus you 

may contact Elsie Wietzke: plute@frontier.com. 
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June 4—5      Alpha Retreat 

For those currently in Alpha  
 

June 13  Graduation Sunday 

Leader/Preacher: Alex Abdallah 
 

June 20        Father’s Day 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Jack Richards 
 

June 27      Congregational Forum 

(following 9:45 AM Worship) 
 


