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“Invitation” 

“Then Jesus said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands.  

Reach out your hand and put it in my side…” John 20:27 

On that first Easter evening, according to the Gospel of John, Jesus appeared to the disciples 

locked behind closed doors for fear of the Jews. A week later, Jesus appeared to Thomas in the 

midst of doubt, and INVITED him to see and touch the wounds on his body. “Then Jesus said to 

Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Stop 

doubting and believe.” (John 20:27) Jesus’ INVITATION led to a transformation from doubt to 

undeniable faith and worship. Invitation can be a powerful opportunity. John describes Jesus’ 

invitation to us in the book of Revelation this way: “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If 

anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him/her, and he/she with 

me.” (Rev. 3:20). Another one of Jesus’ invitations in the Gospel of Matthew is recorded this 

way: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Mathew 11:28-29) 

In a conversation with a Samaritan woman, recorded in John chapter 4, Jesus offers this invitation: “If you 

knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have 

given you living water.” (John 4:10)   

Over and over, Jesus extends invitations for his listeners to draw near to God. We also see Jesus’ disciples 

extending invitations to others. After Jesus called Philip to follow him, Philip quickly finds Nathaniel and tells 

him that Jesus of Nazareth is the One that Moses had written about, the Messiah. Nathaniel’s immediate 

response is, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Philip invites Nathaniel to “Come and See”. (John 

1:43-46) 

When the day of Pentecost came, and the Holy Spirit was poured out in Jerusalem, the crowd was cut to the 

heart. They asked Peter what they should do. Peter invited them to: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 

2:38)  

All across the canvas of Scripture, invitations are extended to people in order that they might experience the 

Kingdom of God and discover Jesus Christ as their living Lord and Savior.  

This morning, Tuesday, March 16th, our Men’s Fraternity group met at church for the first time in over a year. 

Today, we celebrated Pastor Paul Wietzke’s 95th birthday together. 23 men gathered for this first meeting. One 

of the main reasons so many men came was because of the invitations that were extended. One man told me 

when he arrived that 6 different guys “invited” him to come.  

Yesterday, I was told that three new women attended one of our church small groups. How did that happen? 

Invitation. Alex is building an exciting and strong youth ministry at Our Saviour’s. Why is it growing? Yes, 

God’s favor and the Holy Spirit. Additionally, Alex is building a culture in which children and youth are 

“inviting” their friends. Three couples in my new member class are a direct result from our own members 

extending an invitation for them to participate. I think you get the picture! 

                   (continued page 3) 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Limited In-Building and  

Outdoor Worship ~ 9:45 a.m. 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 
 

Are You Receiving our Devotions  

and Letters E-mails? 

Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and     

devotions from church members are sent out     

regularly through Mailchimp.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at                                      

oslcstanwood@frontier.com. 

For those with no computer access/e-mail, please 

call the church office and leave a message with 

your name and phone number, and we will     

return your call. 

 

 

Welcome to our new church treasurer, 

Linda Mohler. Linda was born and raised 

in a small town in western Nebraska until 

her family moved when she was 14 to 

Truckee, California, near Lake Tahoe and 

Squaw Valley, the site of the 1960 Winter 

Olympics. Linda grew up with her parents, 

two brothers, and two sisters. She met her 

husband Daric at Lake Tahoe, and they 

have two married adult sons and six 

grandchildren. 

Linda enjoys cooking and entertaining and 

is an avid reader. Linda and Daric spend 

time outdoors by hiking almost every day 

with their large dog. Linda also loves 

working in her garden at their home in 

Sedro-Woolley. 

Rebecca Wietzke 



 

Vamos, Allons, Lass Uns Gehen, 

Pame, Linadhhab, Lamir Geyn!! 

Greetings and Peace to all. Just a quick message 

about what is going on at council. 

This year’s council has a feel of excitement, 

anticipation, and energy. Inspired by Pastor 

Mark’s sermons over the past few months we are 

looking at ways to reach out and be more 

intentional and personal in our work as a church. 

From surveys, to upgrades, from new programs to 

supporting current programs, we are engaged. 

We have had one council retreat and have another 

planned for April. During these retreats we are 

discussing how we can best support Pastor Mark 

and his visions for our church. As was referenced 

before, he is the captain steering the boat and our 

role is to keep it manned and in good condition for 

the trip. 

We want to make sure we are moving in the 

direction that everyone supports. That is why the 

surveys and the upcoming phone interviews are so 

important. We want and need your help. Please 

reach out directly to any council member if you 

have additional questions. But most importantly be 

open and honest with us.  

I personally am excited about the upcoming Easter 

Services and a return to the Sanctuary. We are 

coming out of the darkness of COVID and into the 

light of the risen Christ, and we are coming out 

strong. 

Dan Norris, Council President 

 

Let’s Go!! 

Invitation—continued 

Every day, for over a year, the COVID virus, it’s 

infectious and contagious behavior has dominated 

the airways. It’s time for new news to dominate 

the news and occupy our attention. It’s the Good 

News! The Good News of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection for ALL! Let us all be reminded that 

THIS GOOD NEWS is infectious and contagious 

as well. Good News that establishes new life, new 

hope, new beginnings and a new future. This new 

awareness often begins with a simple invitation. 

Who might the Holy Spirit lead you to invite into 

the worship life at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church? Keep in mind, we are where we are, and 

we are who we are, because someone took the time 

to invite us in. And we have a hope and a future, 

because our loving God has invited us to the table 

through his Son, Jesus Christ! 

I invite you to join with me Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday as we remember 

Jesus’ final instructions, his sacrificial death and 

the power of his resurrection! Perhaps you might 

invite a friend. 

So thankful you invited me to be your pastor! 

God Bless You All, 

Pastor Mark     

Coffee, anyone? 
We need volunteers to make coffee on  

Sunday mornings.   

There is a sign-up sheet in the kitchen.  

Anyone who is interested  

will have help in learning how to make  

HOPE coffee.   



 

EVANGELISM UPDATE 

By Sandy Schreiner 

 

OSLC IS “HIGHLY FAVORED & GREATLY BLESSED BY GOD” 

 Pastor Mark is spirit-filled and on fire, teaching and sharing Holy Spirit’s message through devotions, 

worship services & new programs/studies 

 We have numerous programs, ministries and activities, I counted 29 existing, 10 major national/

international organizations to which we donate, plus the new ministries and programs planned for this 

year 

 Our facilities are beautiful, with both traditional and contemporary centers 

 This year’s Council is full of energy and excitement and has been called together by Holy Spirit, at this 

specific time, for specific purpose – “Go & make disciples” 

 We have witnessed miracles: of healings; a vibrant, growing youth program where we had none; various 

members have faced tragedies and have come through with a deeper, more solid faith; Pastor Mark wrote 

100 daily devotions, full of insight, encouragement, soul-touching 

 OSLC is financially sound and stable 

We have experienced all these things but did not create or orchestrate them – only God can do that, and GOD 

DID IT FOR US! Holy Spirit has been working, indeed, to set OSLC up for reaching out to our Stanwood-

Camano community…… 

While we are still putting final activities and events on our 2021 calendar, here’s what’s coming:  April 4 - 

our Easter celebration in the sanctuary and a 2nd drive-in service in the parking lot;  after our worship 

services, Children’s Easter Egg Hunt (5th grade & under) and photo-ops with Amos, the donkey;  April 13 - 

our spring “Alpha Experience” will start and run 11 weeks;   May 1 – National Day of Prayer @ Haggen’s 

parking lot;  June 26 – Twin City Idlers Car Show & Parade (working out details to pass out free water);  

July 24 – Community BBQ -  members & community invited;  Aug 6, 7, 8 – have a booth at the Stanwood-

Camano Community Fair;  Aug 28 – Community BBQ – members & community invited;  Sept 11 (“9/11”) 

– Recognize and thank our local First Responders;   Dec 5 – OSLC Christmas Dinner;  Dec 12 – Voices of 

Hope Concert;  Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Service 

We have tried to intentionally and purposely develop events and activities that are fun and relaxed - 

experiences that foster relationships between OSLC members and our community.  We’re “setting the table” 

for questions, sharing and growing together!  Let’s make new friends, in a “low risk – high reward” way!  

That’s what we’re all about! 

We invite everyone’s help so call me, Sandy, at 360-629-8510. 

 

YES, WE ARE “HIGHLY FAVORED AND GREATLY BLESSED” BY GOD! 

LET’S GO! 

 

 

 



 

Women’s Retreat 2021 
September 29— October 1 

2021 Women’s Retreat will be held September 29 

– October 1 at Rainbow Lodge in North Bend. 

There will be no cancellation fees this year 

(whew!) so we don’t have to have a head count by 

the end of March. We will be studying 

“Overcomer”, which has been waiting patiently 

since last year! The charge this year will be $215 

and includes 2 nights, all your meals, and study 

guide. For those who have never attended, this is a 

great place nestled in the woods at the base of Mt. 

Si and we have the entire lodge to ourselves. If 

you think you’d like to attend, please email me 

(rather than call) with your name, phone number 

and email. Payment will be due September 10 

(check made out to OSLC and given to me). 

Irene Nelson nelsonimp@msn.com 

(206) 949-1435 if questions 

Secret Sisters 
Starting April, all who are interested in 
becoming a Secret Sister should contact 

Lina Richert at 360-387-4400. This year 
will be a little different than past years, but 
I believe it will be a lot of fun. Each gift 
should be in the form of a mailing; letter, 
card, small gift – anything that can be 

easily mailed. We all need a little 
something to lift our spirits  
and let others know we care. 

In October, we will share a brunch 
together for the secret reveal.  

I’m looking forward to hearing from you. 

Alpha Course Begins April 13 

The ALPHA COURSE will begin Tuesday, 

April 13th – 6-8 p.m. The food, the talks, the 

discussion is going to be amazing!! If you have 

questions about your faith; if you want to grow 

deeper in your Christian faith; if you want better 

tools to concisely understand Christianity – 

ALPHA IS FOR YOU!! This is THEE best 

introduction to Christianity that I have ever seen – 

but it is much more than that! Bring a friend and 

you will also make more friends. We are taking 

reservations now. Because of COVID 

restrictions, we are limited to the number of 

people who can attend. There is space for 30 

people. It will be on a first come, first serve basis. 

Please call the office to reserve your spot – it 

might be the best thing you’ve ever done!! 

Men’s Fraternity Resumes! 

Tuesdays, 7:30 AM 

Many men have asked about resuming our 

men’s breakfast gatherings on Tuesday 

mornings. We are excited to be gathering again 

on Tuesdays, beginning at 7:30 a.m. We provide 

bagels and coffee – we will not be cooking for 

now. We have a great study related to the film 

series, The Chosen. We mask, social distance, 

and meet around tables in the fellowship hall. 

Hope to see you men there. 

Pastor Mark 



 

OSL Preschool Teacher Position 
Opening 

Our Saviour's Lutheran Preschool has a 2-days-a-
week Teacher position opening for this coming 
fall 2021, for our 5-year-old class! 

We are looking for someone with: 
~ Classroom Experience 
~ Christian by Faith affirmation and example 
~ and LOVES kids! 

If interested, please pick up an application in the 
church office. If you have any questions or would 
like more information please contact Jaimi McCall 
at oslpstanwood@gmail.com. 

A Message from Alex 

With Spring right around the corner and regulations lifting in Snohomish 

County, our students are excited for what is in store!  

Attendance for The Vine, Branches, and Sunday morning's saw record highs in 

the month of February! We were able to host two successful bowling days for 

middle school and high school students. It has been encouraging to see the 

many new faces and our programs' consistent growth. 

Please keep us in prayer for these upcoming events; Easter Sunday community outreach, Branches' 

family bowling day, The Vine's trip to the State Spring Fair, and the start of Stanwood's 2021 

lacrosse season. 

Most importantly, I would appreciate prayer for wisdom and guidance as I continue to work through 
the Scriptures with our students. Jesus is transforming hearts and minds at Our Saviour's Lutheran 
Church! Katherine and I are very grateful to be part of what He is doing. 

Blessings, Alex Abdallah 

Director of Student and Family Ministries 

(208)890-9907 oslcvine.org instagram.com/oslcvine 



 

2021 Offering Envelopes 

New offering envelopes are available for 

anyone, member or friend, who would 

like to participate in the financial 

contributions to our congregation. Please 

call the church office and leave a message, and we 

will arrange to have them available for you.  

Consider...Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you. When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s 

Lutheran Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 

 

…… empowering those who struggle in poverty to live with hope. 

Please consider saving your used, but well-loved items (or even new and not loved) to donate to the Boscovet 

Project 2021 Summer Yard Sale. In the past, these events have been a significant source of funding for the 

Boscovet Academy of Hope.  With the inability to host any fundraising activities over the past year, our 

budget is straining to meet the expanding school campus and student population. We will hopefully raise 

enough funds for desperately needed new school books and even some laptop computers. Electricity is 

coming to the school this year and everyone is excited to have power for lighting, computers, and other items 

like the church sound system. The tentative date is the second weekend in July. Please contact Dan or Linda 

Haskins with questions or about donating items. E-mail – danwazzu78@aol.com. Cell phone 360-774-0386 

(Dan) or -0387 (Linda) 

Thrivent Members 

Just a quick reminder to those of you who hold 

Thrivent policies. In case you haven’t looked at 

your account lately, you might check to see if you 

have Thrivent Choice Dollars that are about to 

expire – Remember, if you haven’t already 

designated your funds, OSLC can be a recipient.  

EASTER AROUND THE WORLD 

Easter traditions are important, 

but they vary widely. While 

Americans dye hardboiled 

eggs, Kenyans carve 

soapstone eggs and present 

them as gifts in banana-fiber 

boxes. In Bermuda, locals fly homemade kites 

on Good Friday — a tradition that began 

when a teacher illustrated Christ’s ascension 

to heaven using a cross-shaped kite. 

Ethiopian Christians observe a 56-day fast 

from meat and all animal products. On Easter, 

they dress in white to worship in churches 

decorated with handmade fabric. Then they 

feast with non-Christians on roast chicken, 

goat and rice. 
 

In France, church bells are silent between 

Holy Thursday and Easter to observe Jesus’ 

Passion. According to legend, the bells grow 

wings and fly to Rome to be blessed, 

returning on Easter with chocolate and 

presents. In one town’s main square, chefs 

make a giant omelet with 4,500 eggs to feed 

1,000 people! 



 

Please pray for: 

Family and friends of Robert Nielson; family and friends of Marie Hoines 
Simonseth (friend of Annette Bowden); Dennis and Shirley Anderson in the 

loss of Dennis’s sister, Sharon Ehlers; Annette Bowden; Connie Ronning; 
Gretchen Alexander (daughter of Lorraine Van Brocklin); Marilyn Nienhuis; 

Jenna Babst (daughter of Mike & Juli Olson, granddaughter of Marilyn & 
Dave Nienhuis); Suzanne Banning (daughter of Dave & Marilyn Nienhuis); 
Beverley Klatt; Cameron Ruscha (HS student of Erik Ronning; Dan Weber 

(friend of Amy Thompson); Dale Tetlow; Dana &Glenn Burns (friends of 
Bruce &Lina Richert); Gary Ruef (family member of Lorri & Joe DeFelice); 

Lois Peterson (cousin of Connie Ronning); Ken Scott & family (brother-in-
law of Sheri Durham); Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Mike Erps (nephew 

of Leilani Erps); Maureen Foster (sister-in-law of Lina & Bruce Richert); 
Marylee &Leon Sams; Mick Hanson; Robert MacNeal; Leif & Pam Larson 
(friends of Gards & Marvel Graham); Ramona Brodland (sister of Del Fox); 

Judy Anderson; Marlene Schuster; Howard Wangsness; Michele Kunzman; 
Dave Matthewson; Gary Aldinger; Ryker (grandnephew of Judy &Paul 

Anderson) 

Praise and Thanksgiving for: 

Lynn Leese — doing well 

Bob Hitz — home from hospital and recuperating 

Prayers also for: 

Our school district: schools, preschools, and daycares; administrators, 

teachers, support staff, students    and parents. All those suffering from the 

effects of COVID-19, Fires, Hurricanes, and Flooding. All those suffering 

physical, emotional, and spiritual anguish due to ongoing isolation and 

overall pandemic stress. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA 

governor, Stanwood mayor and others in leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach 

residents, Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

April 4, 2021 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Isaiah 25:6-9 

Psalm 16 

I Corinthians 15:1-11 

Mark 16:1-8 

April 11, 2021 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:32-35 

Psalm 148 

I John 1:1—2:2 

John 20:19-31 

April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 3:11-21 

Psalm 4 

I John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36-49 

April 25 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:1-12 

Psalm 23 

I John 3:16-24 

John 10:11-18 

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare you for 
worship: 

An Easter Prayer 

From the grave’s depths, Lord Jesus Christ, you emerged, breaking the hold of sin, 
death and hell, that those who trust in you might share in your righteousness, life 
and beloved community with God the Father and all God's children. We bow in 
awe before your majesty, giving thanks for your grace extended so bountifully to 
us. By the power of your Spirit who lives within us, may we share the astonishing 

news of your resurrection with others, that they also may know your saving grace. Amen. 
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2021 

Jesus Loves: 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran ChurchOur Saviour’s Lutheran ChurchOur Saviour’s Lutheran Church    
Holy Week and Easter Worship Schedule 2021 

Palm Sunday – March 28 
9:45 AM Traditional Worship 

Fellowship Hall—Parking Lot Drive-In Also Available 

Maundy Thursday – April 1 
7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service of Holy Communion 

Sanctuary (masks and social distancing) 

Good Friday – April 2 
7:00 PM Good Friday Worship Service 

Sanctuary (masks and social distancing) 

Easter Sunday – April 4 
8:00 AM Festival Traditional Worship 

Sanctuary (masks and social distancing) 

Hot Cross Buns and Coffee served between services!  
9:45 AM Festival Contemporary Worship 

Fellowship Hall—Parking Lot Drive-In Also Available 
MS/HS Students meet upstairs during Contemporary Service 

Easter Egg Hunt and free photos with Amos following 2nd Service (5th Grade and Under) 


