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“From Ashes to Easter” 

February 17, 2021 - Ash Wednesday – By Rev. Dr. Wendel 

“Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with 

contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, 

or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing 

far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 

I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will 

be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” – Luke 18:9-14   

It is often said that Ash Wednesday is the threshold over which we step into the season of Lent. In generations 

past, it seemed Christians knew more about what they were stepping into! Today, society as a whole pays no 

attention to Ash Wednesday and Lent and this inattention is reflected in the lives of many Christians as well. 

Ash Wednesday may be even more neglected this year, given the pandemic and the reality that many are still 

not worshiping “in-person.” Some congregations are not offering Ash Wednesday services so that many 

Lutherans may slip past Ash Wednesday without realizing it. Sadly, this distancing from the rhyme and rhythm 

of the church year may keep us from hearing again that stark, solemn reminder, spoken to Adam by the Lord 

God, “you are dust and to dust you shall return.” (Genesis 3:19). Normally, these words call us to repentance 

and return during Lent, as we come face to face with the shortness and frailty of human life. However, the 

reading above serves the same purpose, as Jesus tells a parable about men who “trusted in themselves” and 

treated others with contempt. He contrasts those with the tax collector who knows himself to be a sinner, 

unwilling to even lift his eyes to heaven, praying simply, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” Ash Wednesday 

(and Lent) are about coming to grips with our own sinfulness, realizing and acknowledging that we cannot 

justify or trust in ourselves, so that we turn, anew, to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who died and was raised 

for us — that we might be forgiven, saved and redeemed by God’s grace. The journey of Lent is intended to 

create and renew in us a “broken and contrite heart” (Psalm 51:17), humility in the presence of God and others 

which causes us to see our need for a Savior, yield to Him as our Lord and God — responding by loving and 

serving our neighbor. In this sense, Ash Wednesday and Lent are a re-orientation of our hearts and lives as our 

eyes are turned, once again, away from the many things, toward the one thing which is needful, Jesus Christ 

(John 10:42)! May Ash Wednesday and Lent find us humbly sitting at the feet of Jesus by way of these brief 

daily devotions, with renewed focus on our Savior and Lord! Prayer: God, be merciful to me, a sinner! Lenten 

Response: Make the sign of the cross on your forehead as a remembrance. 

This Ash Wednesday devotional is the first of a 40 Day Devotional that the North American Lutheran Church 

has put together. If you would like to download the entire devotional and use throughout the Season of Lent – 

please go to thenalc.org. 

We will be providing a worship service each Wednesday of Lent at 7 p.m. on the platform. All are 

welcome to come. Only Drive-In Worship, as Alex will be inside the fellowship hall with the elementary 

children – “branches”.  

In Christ, Pastor Mark 



 

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Limited In-Building and  

Outdoor Worship ~ 9:45 a.m. 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 
 

Are You Receiving our Devotions  

and Letters E-mails? 

Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and     

devotions from church members are sent out     

regularly through Mailchimp.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at                                      

oslcstanwood@frontier.com. 

For those with no computer access/e-mail, please 

call the church office and leave a message with 

your name and phone number, and we will     

return your call. 

Daylight time begins March 14th 

Need a member’s new phone number  

or address? 

Joe and Lorri DeFelice have asked to let you 

know they have a new address. Please contact 

Linda Hammer in the church office for their 

information, and any others you may need.  

Also, please let us know if you now use and/or 

have discontinued a PO box; and if you no 

longer use a landline. We want to make sure we 

have your cell numbers.   Thank you! 



 

Note from Sheri ~ 

I have had many blessings in 

my life including being hired 

as Treasurer of Our Saviour’s 

Lutheran Church in 2014. It 

has been my honor to work for you, to serve you 

and to share the love of the Lord with you. 

At this time of a need for a new direction to my 

life, I want to thank all of you, Pastor Mark, 

current and past employees, Council Presidents, 

Council Members, Finance Chairmen, Finance 

committee members and ALL OF YOU who have 

supported me and touched my heart with love and 

friendships. Thank you for the many cards, gifts, 

calls, texts, conversations and love you have 

shared with me. I treasure each of you more than 

you know. 

Stay well, take care, and may the Good Lord bless 

and keep you… 

Love, Sheri 

PS #1 I’m not involved in Facebook, if you try to 

friend me and don’t get a response. It’s nothing 

personal. 

PS #2 The staff really appreciated the Christmas 

cash gift so many of you contributed to. Thank 
you, Jim N., for insisting! Do You Need Help? 

If you are having trouble finding your way 

through the phone or internet maze to obtain an 

appointment for the COVID-19 vaccine, please let 

the office know. Obviously, no one can guarantee 

an appointment close by as soon as you might like, 

but if you are eligible, at least we will do our best 

to have someone contact you to assist in the 

search. 

Technology Updates 

We’re excited to say that Our Saviour’s has now 

switched internet service over to Wave Broadband 

and this has enabled us to have a stronger 

connection within our walls. Thank you, Nate!!!! 

One change this brings us closer to is a change in 

the email addresses for our staff members who 

were using Frontier. In our next communication 

with the congregation, we’ll be announcing those 

new addresses. It will take us awhile to totally 

move away from the Frontier email addresses, so 

don’t worry—you can still reach the main office, 

the treasurer’s office, and Alex at their old frontier 

email addresses for now. There will be no change 

to the phone numbers as those are staying with 

Ziply. 

There is one change that has already happened, 

though, and that is for those of you serving in 

some ministry role who might have had access to 

our hidden Wi-Fi connection, Ministry. That is no 

longer available. If you have an active role in the 

building that requires an internet connection, 

please contact me at am.annette@gmail.com. I’ll 

meet with you to get you connected. 

Annette Bowden 

Women’s Retreat 2021 

September 29— October 1 

Women’s Retreat 2021 will again be at Rainbow 

Lodge in North Bend. The topic will be the 

Overcomer. Dates are September 29 – October 1, 

and the cost will be $215.  

I have tried to find out about the cancellation date 

(which has been March 31 in the past) and I have 

not heard back. I would imagine they are waiting 

to see how things are progressing with the vaccine, 

etc. I wanted to get the word out so those wanting 

to go can plan, even if it’s uncertain.  

So if you have any interest in attending, please let 

me know via email – no obligation at this time!  I 

will continue my attempts to get more answers. 

Irene Nelson, nelsonimp@msn.com 

Worship and Music Meeting 

February 28, 2021 

11:15 AM 



 

2021 Offering Envelopes 

New offering envelopes are available   for 

anyone, member or friend, who would like to 

participate in the financial contributions to our 

congregation. Please call the church office and 

leave a message, and we will arrange to have them 

available for you.  

Consider...Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you. When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s 

Lutheran Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 

OSLC  Evangelism Committee 

A new year has begun and we are sitting on the 

edge of a fantastic year of reaching out to our 

community and sharing Jesus with our friends and 

neighbors – both here at OSLC and throughout our 

Stanwood/Camano community! 

Are you like I was 3 months ago, when I first 

considered answering the call to head up the 

“evangelism” committee? My vision of 

“evangelism” was Peter standing in the courtyard 

in Jerusalem, speaking to the crowds and everyone 

could understand him – in their own language! Or, 

seeing Paul address the crowds; or John the Baptist 

being executed for preaching “the Messiah is 

here!” And I was supposed to head evangelism at 

OSLC!?!?!  And, do stuff like that!?!?! I don’t 

think I can… 

Yes, those events are evidence of different types of 

evangelism but what we are proposing for this year 

is a different style of evangelism – low risk with 

high rewards! This means we are not ‘in your face’ 

about “Do you know JESUS?!” It is about 

developing situations and events where we can 

meet people, often share a meal, have some fun 

together, and get to know others. This, in turn, 

creates easy, relaxed opportunities to just visit and 

talk and, as we get to know others, be able to 

casually discuss deeper concepts and questions 

together, without preaching at others or telling 

them ‘how they should be living.’ 

Evangelism is – just being a friend and be willing 

to share your experience(s) when the opportunity 

arises. That’s all it is. Holy Spirit will take care of 

letting you know when the time is right, what to 

say and then will take care of germinating the 

seeds you help plant and making them grow…  

And, you know what? It feels really good to do 

that!!! 

Got questions? Want to get involved in some of 

the planned activities? We need help with all of 

our 2021 plans – so, give me a call!  

Sandy Schreiner, 360-629-8510 

Calling All Artists 

You don’t have to be a Michelangelo or 
Rembrandt, just like to paint (spray or brush).  We 
need help painting “Christmas Cards” on 4’ x 8’ 
sheets of plywood. These cards will be displayed 

in members’ yards come Christmas time.   

If you have an interest in being part of our “Artist 
for Christ” group please give me a call, Carol 

Jensen (360) 502-0497.  We would love to see 
some young artists join us. 

Thank you! 

Thank you to all who gave so generously to the 

staff Christmas gifts. I was overwhelmed with 

your kindness and felt very blessed! 

I’m praying that we can be back to “normal” and 

more-easily worship together as a church family 

next Christmas!     Linda Hammer 



 

UPCOMING 2021-22 PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

• Current Preschool Families & OSLC members REGISTRATION begins Monday, March 8th, at 10 AM  

• Previous OSLP Families may register on Tuesday, March 9th, at 10 AM.  

• New families may Register on Thursday, March 11th, at 10 AM.  

~ Please bring your registration form (found on our website) along with registration fee* to the FRONT 

of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church and look for signs (more info to come). Applications will not be 

accepted before this time . This ensures that all applications will be processed in the order they were 

received. If you turn in your application after your set date please mail to church: PO BOX 370 – 

Stanwood, WA 98292  

~ If you have any questions please email Jaimi McCall at oslpstanwood@gmail.com   

*THERE IS A NON -REFUNDABLE REGISTRATION DEPOSIT OF $50 DUE AT REGISTRATION TO 

HOLD YOUR CHILD’S SPOT*  

CLASSES ARE AS FOLLOWS FOR 2021-2022 

 3-year-old class (Mrs. Hagglund)‒Monday & Thursday 9:15 -11:45 a.m. $130/month   

 3-year-old class (Mrs. Hagglund)‒Tuesday & Friday 9:15 -11:45 a.m.$130/month   

 4-year-old class (Mrs. McCall)‒Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 -11:30 a.m. $160/month   

 4-year-old class (Mrs. McCall)‒Monday/Wednesday/Friday 12:30 -3 p.m. $160/month   

5-year-old class (TBD)‒Tuesday & Thursday 9 a.m. -1:00 p.m. $170/month   

A BREATH OF FRESH PRAYER 

Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby 

described prayer as simply letting 

God into our lives. God “knocks,” he 

said, “not only in the solemn hours of 

secret prayer” but “in the midst of 

your daily work, your daily struggles, your daily 

grind … when you need him most.” 

Prayer, added Hallesby, is as essential to life 

as air. “As impossible as it is for us to take a 

breath in the morning large enough to last us 

until noon, so impossible is it to pray in the 

morning in such a way as to last us until noon,” 

he said. “Let your prayers ascend to [God] 

constantly, audibly or silently, as 

circumstances throughout the day permit.” 

ALL IN THE FAMILY 

Bill Keane, creator of the Family Circus cartoon 
strip, tells of a time when he was penciling one of 
his cartoons, and his son Jeffy asked, "Daddy, 
how do you know what to draw?" Keane replied, 
"God tells me." Jeffy said, "Then why do you keep 
erasing part of it?" 

mailto:oslpstanwood@gmail.com


 

Please pray for: 

For the families of Esther Hanson, Kenneth Stensen, Linda Utgard, and Maxine 

Shroyer; Tina Wallin in the loss of her grandfather, Herbert Wallin; Cindy and Ron TD; 

Dale Tetlow; Ken Scott and family (brother-in-law of Sheri Durham); Dan Weber 

(friend of Amy Thompson); Cameron Ruscha (High School student of Erik Ronning); 

Gary Ruef (family member of Lorri and Joe DeFelice); Lois Peterson (cousin of Connie Ronning); Nicki, 

Brandon and family (friends of Barbara Whitaker); Amanda Hobbs; Ingeburg Paul; Mike Erps (nephew of 

Leilani Erps); Maureen Foster (sister-in-law of Bruce Richert); Marylee and Leon Sams; Mick Hanson;   

Leif and Pam Larson (friends of Gards and Marvel Graham); Ramona Brodland (sister of Del Fox);       

Judy Anderson; Marlene Schuster; Howard Wangsness; Les Stahley;  Michele Kunzman;  Margaret Berk;  

Gary Rygg;  Beverley Klatt; Dave Matthewson; Gary Aldinger; Ryker (grandnephew of Judy and Paul 

Anderson) 

Praise and Thanksgiving for: 

Les Stahley receiving good test results; Robert MacNeal making good progress following surgery; Dana   

and Glenn Burns recovering from COVID (friends of Lina Richert); Robin Erickson is “cancer free”;     

Shary Richards completed cancer treatment and received a clear report; Amy Thompson is doing well 

following surgery; Samson, grandson of Grant and Phyllis Gard, is doing well following successful surgery 

Prayers also for: 

Our school district: schools, preschools, and daycares; administrators, teachers, support staff, students    

and parents. All those suffering from the effects of COVID-19, Fires, Hurricanes, and Flooding. All those 

suffering physical, emotional, and spiritual anguish due to ongoing isolation and overall pandemic stress. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA governor, Stanwood mayor and others in 

leadership.  

February 17, 2021 
Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:12-19 
Psalm 51:1-13 (14-19) 
II Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

February 21, 2021 
1st Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 22:1-18 
Psalm 25:1-10 
James 1:12-18 
Mark 1:9-15 

February 28, 2021 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31 
Romans 5:1-11 
Mark 8:27-38 

March 7, 2021 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1017 
Psalm 19 
I Corinthians 1:18-31 
John 2:13-22 (23-25) 

 
March 14, 2021 
4th Sunday in Lent 

Numbers 21:4-9 
Psalm 107:1-9 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
John 3:14-21 

March 21, 2021 
5th Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 119:9-16 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10: (32-34) 35-45 

March 28, 2021 
Palm Sunday/ Sunday of the Passion 

Zechariah 9:9-12 
Psalm 118:19-29 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Mark 14:1—15:47 

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare you for worship: 
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Mid-February — March 

2021 

Jesus Loves: 

Wednesdays during Lent 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 

7:00 PM Drive-In Worship 

Holy Communion and 

Imposition of Ashes 

 

 

Drive-In Lenten Worship 

Wednesday Evenings, 7 PM 

February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 

Songs,  Scripture Reading, Message and Prayer 

(no indoor seating on  

Wednesday evenings) 

New Member Class 

March 3, 10, 17, 24 at 5:00 PM 

(before Wednesday Lenten services) 

If you would like to become a member of Our 

Saviour’s Lutheran Church or are just interested in 

knowing more about the congregation and its 

ministry, please join us as we get to know one 

another better and discuss the mission of the 

church.  

If you are interested in attending, please contact 

Pastor Mark or the church office. 

Also, if the dates do not work, please let us know 

— we can make adjustments. 


