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“The Spaghetti Christmas” 

“Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child  

and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14 

We surely had received a sign from God. It was June, 2002, and we had made the decision 

to move back to California. We had only lived in McMinnville, Oregon for 9 months. The 

housing market was dead and we had little money for the move. I listed the house myself and 

prayed for a quick sale. For weeks, not a bite, not even a nibble. Finally, the weekend arrived 

to load up the moving truck and kids. Suddenly, three couples arrived out of nowhere – seemed like the three kings from 

the east. They laid down their offers on Sunday and we went away rejoicing realizing a 12% gain. Surely, this was a 

sign from God. Dawn had to remain behind due to work. As the kids and I traveled south – we needed another miracle. 

We purchased a small lot in Gold Beach, Oregon with a small inheritance gift. We needed to sell that lot if we had any 

chance to afford a home in Shaver Lake, CA, as home prices were skyrocketing. What was the chance of selling a lot by 

pounding in a simple “for sale by owner” sign, in an even more dead real estate market? One day into our journey, Dawn 

called me to report on a call she received at 11:00 p.m. the night before. A woman addressed herself as the family who 

lives on the bluff above our Gold Beach property. I was still on the road and had yet to reach Gold Beach and pound in 

the sign. The woman made the unsolicited offer - if we wanted to sell our lot, her family would be happy to purchase it. 

She also informed us that her family owned a title company in town and they would cover ALL the closing costs. How 

could this be, we pondered? The timing. The need. The desperate circumstances. No sign. No reasonable hope. No way 

this could be happening. Surely, this was a sign from God. We bypassed Gold Beach, continued on I-5, and on our 

way rejoicing. We had no idea what future lay in front of us, but we knew that God had shown his hand, and certainly as 

he solved our housing concerns in Oregon, he would certainly solve our housing needs in California.  

In California, we safely settled into a tiny guest house, as we could find no other suitable, affordable accommodations. 

Quickly, we had to move out of that guest house. We shifted to the main house but that home was quickly removed out 

from under us. We found ourselves wondering where we would lay our heads. Surely, God was with us. We were wait-

ing for a sign. We certainly had experienced his benevolent hand and deliverance, but as the weeks went by, the reality 

set in that we could never afford a home to purchase – and rentals were scarce if not nowhere to be found. I had led my 

family back to the place where we had deep roots, but discovered that there was no room at the inn. We bounced around 

for a time, finally securing a small weathered cabin buried beneath giant fir trees and called it home. Streaks of light 

would penetrate the canopy created by the trees, but for the most part, our home seemed buried in darkness, discourage-

ment, and disappointment.  

As Christmas approached, we woke daily to a deep chill in the air, fighting our way through the muddy snowy mess of a 

dirt driveway, and wondering whether we would be greeted by green missile-like pine cones delivered by the towering 

firs, which could take someone’s life if not careful. Normally, our Toyota 4Runner truck seemed to be the victim of the 

bullish trees, leaving it riddled with dents, and sent my kids running for cover. 

The cabin provided little storage and no garage. Because of this, all our belongings remained locked up in rented lock-

ers. Christmas decorations and tree ornaments were inaccessible. I wondered if I was living in a Oliver Twist novel or 

perhaps he lived next door. The light always seemed dim. The walls always seemed dark. And our meals always seemed 

like lukewarm watered down soup.  

We purchased a Charlie Brown Christmas tree and tried to hang a string of lights on the sparse, pitiful  branches. It was 

a pathetic site. Our church was decorated with poinsettias and a 25-foot fresh spruce, with candles and lights aplenty. 

But the Bankson home definitely lacked the warmth and romance of the season.                   (continued page 3) 
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Church Office is Currently Closed 

Please leave a voicemail at 360-629-3767, 
or email oslcstanwood@frontier.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Limited In-Building and  

Outdoor Worship ~ 9:45 a.m. 

Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 
 

 

 

 

 

Are You Receiving our Devotions  

and Letters E-mails? 

Devotions and letters from Pastor Mark, and     

devotions from church members are sent out     

regularly through Mailchimp.  

If you wish to receive these, please let the              

office know by emailing Linda at                                      

oslcstanwood@frontier.com. 

For those with no computer access/e-mail, please 

call the church office and leave a message with 

your name and phone number, and we will     

return your call. 

Family Candlelight Worship 

7:00 PM 
Limited In-Building  

and Drive-In Worship 

27201 99th Ave. NW Parking Lot 

 

FM Frequency – FM 93.9 

 

(Signal limited to area  

surrounding church building) 

(Stay in your car, windows up, one family per car)  

 



 

Pastor Mark’s “Spaghetti Christmas” - continued 

The night of Christmas Eve, mom was sick in bed. The kids were playing on their bunkbeds in their tiny bedroom. I’m 

beginning to feel the stress of the Christmas Eve worship and expected pageantry – and praying for a miracle. I’m pray-

ing for God to work a miracle in my heart and give me a message for the hearts of all who come. In the darkness, I’m 

banging around in the kitchen looking for something to prepare for the kids to eat before the services. No turkey, roast 

beast nor honey ham. No scalloped potatoes nor wild rice. No sweet potatoes, sweet peas nor sweet hot apple cider. I dis-

cover a jar of spaghetti sauce and dry spaghetti noodles. Time is quickly passing. I put a pan of water on the stove and 

pour the “Ragu” in another pot. The kids hear the wrestling. They enter the kitchen to see what was stirring. Rather than 

wonderment and awe beholding the bounteous Christmas feast, the two children harmoniously ring out and cry with one 

accord, “SPAGHETTI FOR CHRISTMAS??????” I’m not sure what look registered on my face – but I can imagine 

that with a nod of my head and a shrug of my shoulders, I kept on cooking.  

Quickly, the Twist family gathered around the kitchen table with a meager twisted green advent wreath in front of us. 

Christmas Eve or not - no matter, we gobbled down the grub, ran out to the car, avoiding the fir tree Christmas missiles 

and made our way to church.  

The church was packed, the carols were sung, and the Christmas story was read. Worship meant more this year. For 

months, I felt like Joseph, desperately scrambling around, trying to find a safe place for my holy family – yet coming up 

empty. All I could provide was a drafty tiny, dark beaten down cabin buried on an isolated road. All I could give my fam-

ily was a huddled place around a pot of red sauce.  

Was God in this place? Was God in this space? Was this a sign from God? 

After the last candle light of the midnight worship service was blown out, we made our way home. When we arrived 

home, mom was feeling better. We started a fire in the massive wood burning stove. We gathered in the tiny space, the 

lights from Charlie’s tree twinkled. A few gifts were passed out to each family member. Christmas music quietly filtered 

through the air. I can’t remember if we had any Christmas cookies or treats to share – but after the midnight hour – all I 

can confess and say, is that Christmas arrived. Hearts that had endured hurts and struggle for many months, were met 

with love, comfort and grace. Smiles and laughter filled the room – and our meager, mundane Spaghetti Christmas be-

came a joyous celebration experience and enveloped us in a love greater than ourselves. Surely, we all experienced this 

sign from God.   

We had to move many more times over the next two years – six times to be exact. But eventually, we were blessed to 

build our own log house in Shaver Lake. Interestingly enough, we received the permit to take up residence in our new 

home on Christmas Eve, 2004. A sign from God? 

The Bankson family has enjoyed many more wonderful Christmas celebrations over the years. But if you mention “The 

Spaghetti Christmas” – you will probably see a smile and a smirk perk up on each of our faces. Our eyes might roll back 

as we remember the moment. And laughter will surely follow as we recall a Christmas that began so humbly but arrived 

so magnificently. Surely, a sign from God. 

May God Bless You this Christmas. Your celebration might not be as you envisioned, but even in this COVID Christ-

mas, surely God has given a sign for each of us. It’s in the message of angels for all of us, every day, every year,         

spaghetti or not.  

“For unto YOU is born this day, in the city of David, YOUR SAVIOR, who is Christ the Lord.”  

Merry Christmas!  

Love to you ALL, Pastor Mark 

 
One Final Note: Would you be willing to write and share a Christmas story, experience or memory with the rest of 

us? We will feel isolated more than ever as Christmas approaches. It seems to me that we could brighten one another’s 

holiday by sharing a memory – whether a surprise, fun, challenging, heart-felt, difficult or other. As many stories as we 

receive, we will bring every story to you as we approach the birth of Christ. If you want to hear about my “Spaghetti 

Christmas” – you will have to share something of yourself. May we encourage each other as we share our stores. Please 

Email your stories to oslcstanwood@frontier.com 



 

Council Notes 
It has been a different year, to say the least, and I know everyone understands that in more ways than one. The 
Church Council has met via Zoom at times and a couple of months were able to meet in the fellowship hall—
socially distanced and with masks. Either way, it was still difficult to have the kind of communication that we 
would all liked to have had. 

Our November Congregational Meeting took place November 15. Again, a very different environment!      
With that election of council members, here is the make-up of the 2021 elected Council: 

President, Dan Norris  Vice-President, Karim Khoury  Secretary, Annette Bowden 
Building & Grounds, Dan Haskins  Education, Mellisa Williams  Evangelism, Sandy Schreiner 
Fellowship, Lina Richert Finance, Steve Stogner  Social Concerns, Julie Freeman 
Stewardship, Dimitri Berk  Worship & Music, Karen Ulbricht  Youth, Elsa Schwartz  

A special thank you to the 2020 Council members whose terms will end this year and are leaving the council: 
Jim Neher, President; Perry Watkins, Evangelism; Tom Hofbauer, Finance. 

At the Congregational Meeting, there was also a vote to approve the 2021 budget at the same levels and 
amounts as the 2020 budget. If you didn’t get a copy of that, please let the office know and one can be        
provided.   Annette Bowden, Council Secretary 

Treasurer Position 
As this newsletter is being written, we have not yet hired anyone for the part-time Treasurer Position. If you 

know of anyone who is qualified and interested in assuming these duties, please have them refer to our 

website, https://www.oursaviourschurch.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/OSLC-Treasurer-

Post-Job-Description.pdf,  for more information or email our office directly, oslcstanwood@frontier.com.   

Technology – Things are Changing at OSLC 

Just a little note of what’s been happening, technology wise, at OSLC, and changes you might see coming our 

way. For years we have had internet service through Frontier (Ziply) but have finally been able to get a 

Wavecable connection installed. Everything is not totally connected yet, but we’re getting closer to having a 

stronger signal within our walls. We’ll update you when that changeover is complete and let you know what 

changes might affect you. We anticipate new email addresses for the church and staff, but you’ll receive ade-

quate and timely notice before that happens. There’ll be no change to phone numbers or service. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

Sheri Durham has served as our Church Treasurer for over 6 years. She is stepping down        

from that position at the end of December. Our congregation has been so blessed by Sheri’s      

commitment, Financial skills and her desire to serve our members over these past years.  

We are planning a formal appreciation, but when you see Sheri, take a moment express your gratitude for her 

wonderful service. Thank you, Sheri for all the ways you serve Christ and his church. 

After four years, Sharon Hanson, is stepping down from serving as our Video/Audio Director  

and Technician. During Covid19, she has kept our congregation Connected week after week by 

filming, editing and posting our worship services online. Thank you, Sharon, for all your hours 

behind the scenes, making worship accessible to so many. Take a moment to thank Sharon as well, for her  

service. 

If you have any interest in joining the new Video/Tech Team, please contact the office or Pastor Mark.    

https://www.oursaviourschurch.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/OSLC-Treasurer-Post-Job-Description.pdf
https://www.oursaviourschurch.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/OSLC-Treasurer-Post-Job-Description.pdf
mailto:oslcstanwood@frontier.com


 

“Live Nativity”: The Real Story of Christmas 
December 19th, 3-5 pm 

The Real Story of Christmas 

 We are so excited to host the OSLC “Live Nativity” event for our neighborhood 

children and our OSL Preschool. All others are welcome as well! 

This year we will have a drive-through event so everyone can see live animals, 

Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus. There will be shepherds, and an angel, music, 

and the story of Christ's birth. Please pray for this event to be successful in     

reaching families in our community. This will provide an opportunity for us to 

share this experience and perhaps they will be moved to worship with us, and the 

children will want to know more about Jesus. 

COVID protocol will be observed by all staff and actors. 

Housing Hope Holiday Gift Cards 

and Christmas Stockings 

 The Stanwood ambassadors for Housing 

Hope are once again preparing for the holiday sea-

son to brighten the lives of our 36 families at Ler-

vick Family Village and Lincoln Hill Family Vil-

lage in Stanwood. Each family will be given a $50 

QFC/Fred Meyer gift card for Thanksgiving and 

again at Christmas. Each of the 60+ children will 

be given a filled Christmas stocking.  

 These gifts are more important now with the 

season of COVID, work lay-offs and isolation. If 

you would like to donate a gift card contact Dee 

Jonson 425-359-1186, Ljonson@aol.com.   

 Christmas stockings may be adopted by con-

tacting Carol Jensen at (360) 502-0497. Won’t 

you please join us in adding joy to the lives of 

these families? Please have donations turned in by    

December 13. 

Christmas Shopping? 

Consider...Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you. When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s Luther-

an Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 

2021 Offering Envelopes 

New offering envelopes are available   

for anyone, member or friend, who 

would like to participate in the financial 

contributions to our congregation. Please 

call the church office and leave a message, and we 

will arrange to have them available for you.  

OSLC Preschool 
We are so grateful to have been able to open our Preschool doors back up this fall. It was done with much 

prayer, consideration and care. Families were notified of our new protocols, precautions and safety procedures 

that were set in place in order to open. The response was overwhelming joy! On behalf of the teachers and  

Preschool families, I want to thank the church council, members and staff for their support and prayers to help 

make this possible. 

On another note, Mrs. Williams, our 5-year-old class teacher asked to step down due to personal reasons. We 

want to Thank her for what she brought and contributed to our program these past few years. We are sad to see 

her go but wish her the best. Mrs. Tarin (Nicholas) Pearson has taken over the 5-year-old class. She is a       

Camano Island native and has worked at a couple different Preschools after graduating college. She was very 

excited about this opportunity. Tarin has been a Godsend during this stressful time. We are very excited to 

have her join us.                   Jaimi McCall 



 

Are You Experiencing Pandemic Fatigue? 

Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to life brought on by the pandemic? Are you or someone 

you know struggling with challenges like . . . 

• Isolation and loneliness; 

• Anxiety over health; 

• Grief due to many different kinds of losses; 

• Tension from juggling work, childcare, and schooling; 

• Financial strain or job loss; 

• Uncertainty about the future; or 

Other unexpected life challenges? 

If so, you don’t have to face it alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage, and provide 

emotional and spiritual support. 

A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately—by phone, by video chat, or, if safely possible, in person—

to offer care and support. It’s free and completely confidential.  

For more information, call: 

Annette Bowden (509-531-4510), Tom and Carol Curtis (360-387-1189),  

Randy Zielsdorf (206-300-9901), or Becky Wietzke (360-722-4377).   

 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” —Matthew 11:28 

Care in the Time of COVID 

 These are trying, difficult times by any measure.  We have been surrounded by many harsh changes and 

realities brought about by COVID-19 for almost ten months: illness, death, job loss, separation from family and 

friends, stress, depression, loneliness, and pandemic fatigue.  All of us have felt the effects of this terrible dis-

ease in some way.  It is so easy to slip into despair and hopelessness when we experience or see suffering 

around us.  

 We are blessed to have an active Stephen Ministry in our congregation to provide confidential, one-to-one 

Christian care to people who are going through a difficult time, whether it be pandemic related or not.  Stephen 

Ministers are well-trained caregivers who listen, care, pray, encourage, and offer the love of Christ during 

times of need.  Galatians 6:2 tells us, “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  Our Ste-

phen Ministers take these words to heart.  They are committed to their calling to care for others in a uniquely 

Christian way, knowing that they are the care givers and God is the cure giver.   

 At one of my recent Stephen Leader trainings (by way of Zoom), we talked about the importance of how 

we phrase our questions and statements.  In that spirit and on behalf of our Stephen Ministers, I’d like to ask, 

“Won’t you tell me what you’ve been going through?”  This is so very different than simply asking, “How are 

you?”  We would like to know how these past months have weighed on you and what is on your heart.  If you 

would like to talk with a Stephen Minister or find out more about how we can help you through this time, 

please contact one of our Stephen Leaders.  The Stephen Ministers of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church are ready 

to listen, pray, and encourage you.  “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”  

John 15:12 



 

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare you for worship: 

December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85 
II Peter 3:8-14 
Mark 1:1-8 

December 13, 2020 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 
I Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 20, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

II Samuel  7:1-11, 16 
Psalm 89:1-5 (19-29) 
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 

December 24, 2020 
Christmas Eve/Nativity of Our Lord 

Isaiah 7:10-14 
Psalm 110:1-4 
I John 4:7-16 
Matthew 1:18-25 

December 25, 2020 
Christmas Day/Nativity of Our Lord 

Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 2 
Hebrews 1:1-6 (7-12) 
John 1:1-18 

December 27, 2020 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
Psalm 111 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 

Chairs and Cushions 
If I asked you to describe the cushions in the sanc-
tuary or the chairs in the fellowship hall, could 
you? 

I know most of us don’t remember what the chairs 
and cushions look/feel like anymore—it’s been so 
long since we could enjoy a full worship service 
inside the building.  

 But some day… 

  when we can return… 

you’ll find new chairs for worship seating in the 
fellowship hall and new cushions on the pews in 
the sanctuary. The chairs and cushions are both 
on order and were paid for by funds given by 
members through ear-marked contributions and 
designated memorial funds—something to look 
forward to!    Annette Bowden 

L.C.M.C.’s 9th Annual 

THREE DAYS OF PRAYER 

January 5 – 6 – 7 

(Excerpt from LCMC’s website) “Prayer is   

a gift that God has given us as a means to  

approach the throne of grace with confidence 

– like that of a child coming to her parents 

sharing concerns,    victories, defeats, and 

every part of life. It is an opportunity to ex-

press the deepest heartache and the greatest 

joy. Prayer is a conversation between the  

Creator and the created….and the conversa-

tion began with God, for us , in Christ Jesus.” 

We are, again, invited to join millions of   

other Christians around the world, to lift our 

hearts, minds and prayers to God, as one  

people in Spirit. Let us mark our calendars 

and make a special    effort to continually, 

throughout these special days, lift our prayers 

to God by what we do, by what we say and 

by what we petition on bended knee. 

January 5, Day 1:  Day of Confession 

January 6, Day 2:  Day of Petition 

January 7, Day 3:  Day of Vision 

Start your own personal list of prayer today. 

As concerns and times of thankfulness come 

to mind, jot them down under one of the     

categories listed above.  

See www.lcmc.net/three-days-of-prayer for 
more information.     

      Sandy Schreiner 

Advent Devotional 

If you would like to read a daily Advent devotional 
leading up to Christmas, the North American Lutheran 
Church synod has made one available. Bishop Dan 
Selbo, who was a seminary classmate of mine, has put 
together a devotion for the upcoming season. You can 
access the devotion at “thenalc.org/advent” – the site 
will give you a variety of options for how to receive 
the writings.      Pastor Mark 



 

For the family of Audrey Angevine; Jenae and family (granddaughter of Marv Hansen;   

Cindy and Ron TD; Ken Scott and family (brother-in-law of Sheri Durham); Linda Utgard 

(daughter of Margaret); Amanda Hobbs; Amy Thompson; Ron and Irene Nelson; Ingeburg 

Paul; Mike Erps (nephew of Leilani Erps); Kathy Slack; Maureen Foster (sister-in-law of 

Bruce Richert); Marylee and Leon Sams;   Helen Neher; Carolyn Belfield; Mick Hanson; 

Robert MacNeal; Samson, age 6 (grandson  of Grant and Phyllis Gard); Leif and Pam Larson (friends of 

Gards and Marvel Graham); Ramona Brodland (sister of Del Fox); Judy Anderson; Marlene Schuster; Dean 

(son of Lorri DeFelice); Howard Wangsness; Jessica Sande;  Les Stahley;  Michele Kunzman;  Margaret 

Berk;  Gary Rygg;  Robin Erickson;  Shary    Richards; Beverley Klatt; Dave Matthewson; Gary Aldinger; 

Ryker (grandnephew of Judy and Paul Anderson) 

Prayers also for: 

Our school district: schools, preschools, and daycares; administrators, teachers, support staff, students    

and parents. All those suffering from the effects of COVID-19, Fires, Hurricanes, and Flooding. All those 

suffering physical, emotional, and spiritual anguish due to ongoing isolation and overall pandemic stress. 

For our national and community leaders: President, Congress, WA governor, Stanwood mayor and others in 

leadership.  

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, 

Josephine and Warm Beach residents, Safe Harbor 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

Thank You, Candyce! 

A “BIG THANK YOU to OSLC’s “FIRST OFFICIAL FLOWER LADY”, Candyce Sylling.  

Candyce has volunteered her flower arrangement skills with OSLC worshippers Sunday mornings for        
the past 7 years and is now stepping down. Her co-volunteers; Candace Spong and Lina Richert 
will continue providing us with flowers each week. 

Thank you all “FLOWER LADIES” — we appreciate all your efforts!

Karen Ulbricht, Worship/Music Coordinator 

Advent in Flowers 

Sunday, November 29, heralded the beginning of the liturgical season of Advent. Advent is 

described as a period of waiting and watching. Blue is the color used for altar paraments and 

altar flowers. Though we may not be worshipping in the sanctuary where we can see the floral 

arrangements which direct our attention to the cross, we have hope. We can find blue in the 

sky, which was the inspiration for using blue as a liturgical color. It represents hope, the hope 

of the coming of Christ in the flesh and the hope that He will return on that last day from the 

sky to which He ascended. We can find it in blue flowers such as iris, hydrangea, and statice. While the rest of 

the world starts planning Christmas in November, the tradition of Advent to watch and wait teaches patience 

and faith, both important practices during this time of challenge and change.   

As Christmas arrives on December 24, the liturgical color changes to white, which stands for purity. The color 

white is everywhere in nature from snow in the mountains to small white berries growing in the ditches. White 

flowers like roses, tulips, and poinsettias help welcome the season of Christmas. Again, we have hope. We  

rejoice in the birth of Jesus Christ. We marvel at the colors of creation God gave us and how they can be used 

in worship. 

May the Lord bless and keep you through this season of watching and waiting. 

Candyce Sylling, Candace Spong, Lina Richert 
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OSLC’s Steeple Cross — Restored and Beautiful! 
Many thanks go to Rob St. John (appropriate name, huh?) of Better Build for his willingness to tackle this challenging   
project and being so flexible with his schedule. And thanks also to Rick Wesley and his team at Wintersky (formerly      
Wesweld) for undertaking the fabrication of the new cross, sandblasting, galvanizing, and powder coating it and the cone. 
Also thanks to Jerry Crofoot for all his essential help and ideas on this entire project. Hopefully, this cross will rest on our 
church steeple for decades to come and be a beacon of hope for our community. 
                Dan Haskins. Building and Grounds Chair 


