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“The Glow Room” 
 I ripped and tore the sheetrock from the main wall in my living room last weekend. This was a 

project that I had studied, pondered and procrastinated for the last five years but never actually 

pulled the trigger. Suddenly as I pulled off a large chunk of drywall, a darkened space opened up.   

In the middle of the 23foot wall, up about 6 feet, I saw behind open studs, a black framed, finished 

space. The space was 6 feet long, 8 feet high, and 2 feet wide. It seemed like a secret space. What 

was it for? Why was this space buried behind drywall and paneling in the main room? A strange 

place to be sure. Was it originally built into the house back in the 1970’s or was it added later? There was no 

insulation between the studs that opened into the main room. A camouflaged door was created for access 

through the attic. Power was available and a large aluminum shade lamp with clamps rested on the floor. What 

could this be?   

 The following days, I discussed the space with friends. I took pictures and sent them to family. I even 

talked it over with the heat pump estimators who came to give bids on a new heating system for my house. 

Some people suggested that the open framing in the wall might have been intended for windows. After short 

discussions, everyone simply shrugged their shoulders and didn’t have any real ideas. Finally, the third “bid” 

man arrived. (it’s always the third one right?) We first talked about the business of heating, then I quickly 

turned his attention to “the space”. He looked, scratched his head and we climbed up into the attic. Suddenly he 

said, “I’ve seen this before. I’ve entered other people’s attic spaces where the owners are not even aware that 

there is a “space” finished in their attic with power and lights – fully enclosed.” Then he declared, “It’s a 

GROW ROOM!” “Are you kidding me?” I said. He replied, “I’d bet money that it’s a grow room.” HUH!!  A 

secret place, laid dormant for decades, a dark space ready with power, and light, all ready for growth.  

 Why am I writing about this at Christmas? Let’s just say I felt inspired! 

 Over the decades, one could argue that Christmas has become a crazy time, moving at a frantic pace, over 

indulging on stuff that we don’t really need, while running on empty and finishing the race exhausted.  Have 

we forgotten about the “secret place”? 

 Maybe this year – we re-capture “the secret place”. Maybe this year we re-discover the secret place of 

Bethlehem, where Jesus entered the darkened world. The secret place that laid dormant for a thousand years; 

King David’s hometown. This secret place that has hidden in its name, a special meaning. ‘beth’, meaning 

‘house’, and ‘lechem’, meaning ‘bread’. Bethlehem is God’s house of bread, the place that would provide the 

birthplace of the “bread of life” from which all the world might be nourished. Maybe we re-focus upon the 

dark, black space in which the shepherds lived – keeping watch over their flocks by night. And maybe we re-

experience the power and light of the glorious angels declaring the great good news about a Savior’s birth.  

 Jesus was born in a dark, black, secret place, inhabited by animals and laid to rest on a bed of straw. God 

chose this humble, holy place for his Son, the light of glory to be born. And he chose this darkened world, in 

which he tore open the heavens and ripped open the skies that the King of glory would grow and generate 

power that would ultimately overcome sin, death and the Evil one. 

 Perhaps you find yourself in a darkened place this holiday season. Perhaps you feel hidden from the world 

and no one sees. Remember that God has chosen to do his greatest work in the midst of secret, hidden, 

darkened places. The Lord sees you. GOD IS WITH YOU! In fact, that’s what this secret season is all about. 

EMMANUEL – meaning, ‘GOD IS WITH US’!  And God IS with us!!  Not only that, there is power with us, 

(the Holy Spirit)! And there is a lamp with us, (God’s Word). And there is the light, Jesus Christ himself is 

with us!  

 We live in a grow room. It can be very dark. But may it become a “GLOW” room. May the light of Christ 

grow and glow in our hearts this Christmas Season. And we re-ceive God’s Great Good News,  

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that is for all people. Today in the town of David a Savior 

has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”      Merry Christmas!   Pastor Mark 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 a.m. 
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

          Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 a.m.  
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

Nursery is available during worship  

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events— 

we’re trying our best to keep things current.  

If you are part of some church activity or event 

and the information isn’t there or isn’t current, 

please provide updates to Annette Bowden 

(am.annette@gmail.com). Also, if you take 

pictures of some activities and have permission 

from the people photographed to post them on the 

website send them along. 

Are You Receiving our Churchwide 

emails and Monthly Newsletter? 

If you are not receiving our emails or newsletter, 

please write your name, email and address on one 

of the yellow cards in the pews and place it in the 

offering – we will add you to the list. 

We send out emails during the month alerting you 

to upcoming events, information and prayer 

concerns.   Pastor Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

Available Soon at OSLC! 

Advent 2019: 4-Week Devotional Guide 

This printed guide offers four weeks of daily 

devotions for the season of Advent and 

Christmas, plus weekly ideas and activities 

for families and small groups. Each day 

features meaningful scriptural reflection 

with devotions from some of Christianity’s 

most respected leaders. As a bonus two 

additional studies are included, one for after 

Christmas Day on the visit of the Magi and 

another on Simeon’s encounter with the 

baby Jesus. 



Fellowship Hall Remodel  
Project Update: November 2019 

As of November 18th, the 

Fellowship Hall/Fireside 

Room remodel project is 

moving forward as scheduled.  

Today they are finishing up all 

of the painting.  The new fire protection devices 

are being re-installed and finishing parts of the 

ceiling and light fixtures in the Fellowship Hall 

should be completed as well.  All wood trim for 

windows and doors will be installed this week as 

well as all the new doors.  Yet to be completed is 

new carpeting and tile which should be done by 

the end of the month.  Additional electrical work 

to complete their part of the project  will also be 

done in the next two weeks.  After December first, 

the next phase of the remodel is to complete work 

on the new stage area as well as the installation of 

televisions, speakers, and the new sound system.  

We will update again the final schedule in the 

January newsletter. 

Marv Hansen, 

Committee Chairperson 

Newsletter Submissions 

Please submit your January 2020 newsletter 

articles and calendar items to Linda in the church 

office by December 12. Newsletters will be 

mailed early, December 19, due to the Christmas 

holiday schedule. 

Email oslcstanwood@frontier.com, or you may 

drop off handwritten items, also. Thank you! 

Building Fund Commitments 

First of all, congratulations to our congregation for 

providing adequate funding for our Fellowship/

Fireside Remodel to happen! Yes, it’s taking a 

little longer than we had hoped, but will be a great 

improvement when completed.  

At this point in the process, we have spent the 

money that was pledged and contributed via the 

green pledge cards, and will now be using our 

borrowed money for the remainder of the project. 

Some of you who filled out the tan-colored 3-year-

commitment cards have begun contributing toward 

that pledge. For those of you who have been 

waiting for the project to be near completion 

before starting on that commitment, that time is 

near. These 3-year-pledge contributions can be 

included with your regular budget offerings—just 

label that portion as “Building Pledge.”  

Looking forward to our first celebration in our 

updated rooms!! 

Annette Bowden 

Council and Committee Members 

Annual Reports are due in the office December 19. 

 

 

 

 

2020 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes will be available on Sunday, 

December 1, and December 8 in the narthex. 

Offering envelopes are for anyone, member or 

friend, who would like to participate  in the 

financial contributions to our congregation.  

Envelopes may also be picked up in the office any 

time after December 8. 

Christmas Shopping? 

Consider... 

Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you. When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 



A Message from Alex 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was 

not any thing made that was made.”   John 1:1-3 

Over the past couple of weeks, my focus with our students has been centered on the 

meaning and importance of context. Specifically, to understand the context within 

particular passages. If we are to know God as He has revealed Himself to be, we must 

pursue a deeper understanding of His word.  

Oftentimes when we look to the Bible our first response is to ask, "What is this telling me 

about myself?" This is a good question but I would argue that it should not be our first. 

Rather let us ask, "What is this telling me about God?" If we are to see ourselves rightly, 

we must first know God rightly. 

The first three verses in the Gospel of John paint a perfect example of why context matters! Without it, we will 

miss the revelation. God has revealed to us that Jesus is the Word, that he was with God in the beginning, that 

he was God, and that all things were made through him! In Jesus' name, let us hold fast to these mysteries 

revealed. 

Blessings, Alex 

‘The Vine’ and ‘Kid’s Night’ 

Please Note:  
Kid's Night and The Vine have swapped days. 

‘Kid's Night’ now falls on Wednesdays and ‘The 

Vine’ on Fridays for the foreseeable future. Both 

will continue to take place from 6 pm-8 pm.  

Please contact Alex if you have  any questions. 

(208) 890-9907 or oslcstudents@frontier.com.    

Sunday School Classes 
10:15 AM: Ages 3—Grade 5 

10:30 AM: Middle School and High School  

If you are willing to volunteer or have questions,  

call Becky Wietzke, 360-722-4377.   

There will be no Sunday School on  

Thanksgiving weekend, December 1. 

Advent and Christmas Activities will begin  

the following Sunday. 

MS/ HS students will still meet with Alex  

on December 1. 



GROW (God Renewing Our Women)  
Tuesday, December 10, 6:30 PM  

at the church 

Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at 

6:30 p.m. as we explore a study on Genesis:      

Jen Wilkin’s God of Creation. 

All women are invited to join in this engaging 

look at the first book of the Bible, the start of the 

promise that leads us to Jesus. Contact Elsa 

Schwartz (206-714-7717) or Becky Wietzke    

(360-722-4377) for questions or information.   

Women’s Wednesday Bible Study 

Our Bible Study will break the week of 

Thanksgiving and start up again after  

the first of the year.  
Martha Circle 

Wednesday, December 11, 12:00 Noon 

Martha Circle will celebrate the Christmas Season 

with their annual Christmas Luncheon on 

Wednesday, December11th, at 12 noon in the new  

meeting room. A brief business meeting and 

Christmas presentation will follow. 

The regular study will resume in January with 

Chapter 6, pg. 41. All ladies are invited. 

Contact Elsie Pritchard 360-629-3940. 

Faith and Film  
Tuesday, December 17, 6:00pm 

Film: “It’s a Wonderful Life” 

Faith and Film is moved to December 17th (third 

Tuesday) at 6:00 because of Christmas. Please 

join us as we look at films through the lens of 

spirituality. Movies are a prevalent part of today's 

society, and many secular films contain Christian 

themes including: faith, spirituality, forgiveness, 

hope, and redemption. We invite you to watch the 

movie ahead of time and join us for dinner and 

discussion.  

Hosted by Nate and Elsa Schwartz, at their home:  

45 S. Sunrise Blvd, Camano Island. Please RSVP 

so we know how much food to prepare: 

elsacarlisle@msn.com or 206-714-7717. 

 

 

 

 

Van Trips 

Thursday, December 5, at 9:00 AM 

Alderwood Mall to Shop 

Monday, December 16, at 10:00 AM 

Christianson’s Nursery and Skagit 
Valley Gardens to shop and have lunch 

 

Please see the sign-up sheets in the narthex. 

Questions? Call Robin Erickson,  

360-941-1593. 

Attn: Ladies! 
Join us and other women from around the region! 

Priscilla Shirer (star of the movie The War Room) 

will be speaking on March 21st, 2020, at 

Overlake Church in Redmond, WA. Details and 

ticket information can be found at:  

https://www.lifeway.com/GOINGBEYONDLIVE 

We already have six ladies planning to attend. If 

you are interested in joining or if you have any 

questions contact: Katherine Abdallah at 

katherineabdallah@yahoo.com or (503) 830-

0704. 



Men’s Fraternity 

Men’s Fraternity meets on Tuesday mornings at 

7:30 a.m. in the new meeting room. Please join us. 

All men are welcome. 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship 

A Men’s Small Group 

BSF meets weekly from 6:30—8 p.m. on Tuesday 

evenings, here at OSLC. However, they will not 

meet December 17, 24 or January 1. For more 

information contact Randy Zielsdorf. 

Preschool News! 

Thank you to all those that purchased a 

wreath! Your wreath is ready to be picked 

up at the church, if you have not already! 

We raised just over $2,000 which will be donated 

towards the fellowship remodel. Each year we use 

our fundraising money to help update our 

building, classrooms or playground.  

Do you know someone...perhaps a 

friend, neighbor, co-worker, 

colleague, or relative, who could 

benefit from this type of care?  

Then contact one of our Stephen 

leaders listed below. They can tell 

you more about our Stephen Ministry 

and how you—or your friend—can be 

matched with a Stephen Minister. 

 

Annette Bowden 

360-548-8513 (home) 

509-531-4510 (cell) 

am.annette@gmail.com 

Carol and Tom Curtis  

360-387-1189 (home) 

206-271-8535 (Carol/cell) 

206-271-8536 (Tom/cell) 

curtisct@wavecable.com 

Pastor Mark: 360-629-3767 

Love and Thanks from Elsie Pritchard 

Dear Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 

All my gratitude, love and special thanks are 

expressed from the depth of my heart to all the 

many friends and members at Our Saviour’s for 

the wonderful 85th Birthday Celebration on 

Sunday, November 3rd. Our Saviour’s has been 

my church home and spiritual foundation for the 

past 58 years. It has been an honor and a privilege 

to serve and grow in the Lord along with my 

Christ-centered home and family at Our Saviour’s. 

May our Lord continue to bless each one as you 

worship and serve Him daily.  

Much Love, Elsie Pritchard 

Prayer Time ~ Sunday Mornings, 8 AM 

Every Sunday folks gather from 8—8:30 a.m. in 

the new meeting room for a time of intentional 

prayer before our first worship service. Anyone is 

welcome — just drop in when you can. If you 

have questions please contact Pastor Mark or 

Cindy T-D. 

mailto:am.annette@gmail.com
mailto:curtisct@wavecable.com


The Caring Place 

Hi friends, the Caring Place is 

closed for the season and will 

reopen February 4, 2020. During 

our closure we will continue to take warm coats, 

hoodies, boots and blankets. Contact Mardi at   

360-913-1551. Please do not leave donations 

outside! 

Please save all other clothing donations for us and 

we will start processing them mid January. Thank 

you so much for a terrific season and all your 

support.  

Fleece Scarves! 

Work Party — December 9 

On December 9th we will be fringing 

fleece scarves in the small conference 

room starting at 9:00 a.m. If you are 

interested in helping make the scarves 

for Christmas House please come and 

join us. You may wish to bring your 

own scissors. I was able to locate our 

scissors in storage. Coffee and cookies will be 

served. We are still uncertain when quilting will 

begin so we will update you in December or 

January. Questions—contact Marilyn Templeton-

360-629-4779.  

104 LWR School Kits Completed! 

From Helen Neher: Thank you to the congregation 

for your generosity; to Thrivent for their $250 

Action Team grant; to Janette Stoneman and Patsy 

Nelson for their sewing skills, and Martha Circle 

for paying the postage on 13 boxes (351 pounds). 

From Marilyn Templeton: Thank you to Helen and 

Jim Neher for seeing that this much needed 

donation occurred! Housing Hope Holiday Gift Cards 

The Stanwood Ambassadors for Housing Hope are 

collecting donations for the annual Holiday Gift 

Card Drive for the 37 low income families of 

Lincoln Hill and Lervick Family Villages in 

Stanwood. Each family will receive a $50 QFC gift 

card for Thanksgiving and one for Christmas. Gift 

cards (or donations of any amount) may be 

purchased and given to Carol Jensen or Dee Jonson 

or placed in the offering plate designated to 

Stanwood Ambassadors.   

Christmas Stockings 

Christmas stockings are also available for 

adoption for the 60 children at Lincoln Hill and 

Lervick Family Villages, please contact Carol 

Jensen for information. Your support of our 

holiday program will brighten the spirits of our 

families and sweet kids.   

Time to go through your closet! 

Your Mission Outreach Team in connection with 

the Stanwood-Camano Food Bank is collecting 

Warm Clothing. USED! The food bank will 

distribute as needed to homeless persons. These 

are your hats, mittens, socks, sweaters coats, and 

pants that are not in tip-top shape but it's been 

hard for you to part with because, well, maybe 

you'll need to wear them one day to wash the 

car? And they really are not gently used that the 

Caring Place needs. 

When: December 8th. Boxes will be in the 

narthex for both services. One day only! 

Food Pantries — Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the 

Lincoln Hill High School and Twin City 

Elementary snack pantries. Your generosity will 

allow hungry students to have a healthy snack 

during the school day. Our Saviour’s will continue 

to accept donations throughout the school year—

just be sure to put “school snack pantry” on the 

memo line.  

With appreciation, Ryan Ovenell and Joyce 

Zeigen 



Please Pray for... 
Dale Tetlow; Robin Erickson; Shary Richards; Mike Olson; Angela 

Libengood; Shannah Rodenberger; Lynne Eide’s mother; Sharon 

Manley (sister of Donna Hefty); Deedee Jensen; Jane King; Annabelle & 

Grace Birkestol; Sandy & Gary Schreiner; Floyd Templeton; Carol 

Jensen; Marlene Schuster; Richard Kittelson; Judy Anderson; Marylee 

Sams; Ingeborg Paul; Diana Wallin; Arlene McKellar; Cindy and Ron 

Taggart-Deffinbaugh; Pr. Jerry Hefty; Lois DeBoer; Paul Walderhaug; 

Gretchen Orsland; Eldon Allen; Rick Belk (friend of Ron & Irene 

Nelson); Bob Donoho (father of Joyce Zeigen); Kirk and Barbara 

Rockwood; Kent and Marina Fosnes (son & daughter-in-law of Sue); 

Denise Congers (niece of Del & Ardis Larson); Jim Woodward (nephew 

of Charlie & Candyce Sylling); Nicholas and Concetta (son & daughter-

in-law of Mike Brady); Abby & Karlee (granddaughters of Lorri 

DeFelice); David Waltier (friend of Jon & Jane King); Sue Reiter, 

Hailey Dolmseth & Joyce Williams (friends of Cindy Chester); Pat 

Hayenga (friend of Dee Jonson); Paul Ringstad (brother of Judy 

Anderson); Ray and Sandy Erps 

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran  

Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach 

residents, Government and Community Leaders 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare for worship: 

December 1, 2019 

First Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 

Romans 13:(8-10) 11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44 

December 8, 2019 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

December 15, 2019 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146 

James 5:7-11 

Matthew 11:2-15 

December 22, 2019 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-17 

Psalm 24 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 

December 24, 2019 

Nativity of Our Lord/Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 7:10-14 

Psalm 110:1-4 

I John 4:7-16 

Matthew 1:18-25 

December 24, 2019 

Nativity of Our Lord/Christmas Day 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm 2 

Hebrews 1:1-6 (7-12) 

John 1:1-14 (15-18) 

December 29, 2019 

First Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 63:7-14 

Psalm 111 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Matthew 2:13-23 

Altar Flowers in December 

December ushers in the season of Advent ‒ the time for preparing our hearts and minds to 

welcome the birth of Jesus Christ. During this season the altar flowers will be more 

subdued with the focus on greenery, until Christmas Eve, when we celebrate with white 

roses on the altar. 

White poinsettias will be the featured décor along the sanctuary railings during December. 

These were purchased from Stanwood High School Class of 2020 Graduation Night 

Fundraiser. We gladly accept donations of any size toward their cost. Please note on your check memo line 

“Altar Flowers.” As always, your gracious support of altar flowers is greatly appreciated. 

    Candyce Sylling           Lina Richert           Candace Spong 

Our condolences and deepest sympathy to: 
٠The family and friends of Betty Christoferson. A memorial service is  

   planned for 11 a.m. on Saturday, November 30, at OSLC. A reception  

   will follow at the Sons of Norway. 

٠The family and friends of Robert Olsen. A memorial service is planned  

   at OSLC on Friday, December 6, at 11:00 a.m. A reception will follow  

   at the Sons of Norway. 

٠Amy Thompson in the loss of her sister, Marilynn Thompson. 

٠Darlene Hofbauer in the loss of her mother. 
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Jesus Loves You! 

An OSLC Christmas Tradition is coming! 

“A Night Visitation” 
 Saturday, December 21, 2:00 PM 

 Sunday, December 22, 9:45 AM 

With our own OSLC Players and Choir! 

(limited seating) 

Freewill Offering 

Call the church for information,  

360-629-3767. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Special Worship Services at  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

December 24, 2019 

5:00 and 7:00 PM 

Family Candlelight Services 

11:00 PM 

Traditional Candlelight Service  

of Holy Communion 

20192019  


