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T he night before my daughter headed out on her 

adventure to Southeast Asia, she yelled from her 

bedroom, “Hey dad, can you take care of my basil 

seeds?” I was directed to a couple compostable cups 

sitting on the window sill. Over the last couple of 

years, Jeriah has been growing a green thumb. 

Succulents and other such plants have been springing 

up around the house. She planted these basil seeds 

while still at school and now she wanted to make sure 

I would keep an eye on them. The little seedlings were 

just breaking the surface of the soil and looked pretty 

fragile, but I said I would do my best. With a little bit 

of water, and a little bit of patient waiting, by the time 

Jeriah returned, those seedlings were starting to stretch 

their limbs. 

A few days later, I saw a tiny fan, blowing over those 

fragile looking sprigs. I asked her, “Why the fan?” 

She said that she was told by a fellow “green thumber” 

that if a steady, light wind continuously blows on the 

plants, it will make them stronger and more robust. 

Sure enough, as the continual breeze blew, the stems 

grew thicker and the plants more hearty.  A few days 

ago, Jeriah brought in a plant that showed strong 

leaves and new growth popping out in all directions. 

She then started plucking off some of the leaves, 

eating a few and declaring, “Now we have ‘fresh’ basil 

to add to our salads.” And she added, ‘By plucking off 

these leaves, the plant will grow broader and more 

healthy rather than a tall more weakly stalk. 

This simple seed tale germinated a number of spiritual 

insights popping out in different directions.   

Jesus loved to teach with stories and parables and 

often used tangible, ordinary objects to convey, and/or 

cover up his message. A number of times he used the 

example of seeds in describing the Kingdom of God. 

In Matthew 13, Jesus told the parable of the Sower and 

the seed being spread upon the path, rocky, thorny and 

good soil. Jesus then spoke about good seed being 

sown in a field but while sleeping an enemy sowed 

weed among the seeds. (And we are not talking about 

cannabis here!) Finally, Jesus talked about the mustard 

seed; so small in its beginning but grows into a large 

garden plant providing shelter for the birds.  

I hope Jesus might smile at this tiny basil seed thing.  

And I hope you might find a little encouragement with 

the spiritual ponderings I bring. 

I could talk about the watering and waiting that is 

required in the Christian life. I could emphasize the 

pruning back that is necessary as part of faith 

development. I could key on the delight of fresh basil 

spice and the potential to bring added flavor to the 

lives of others. But for days, I found my eyes 

wandering back upon that miniature fan blowing over 

that tiny basil seedling. I watched the tiny frame 

constantly quivering in the quiet wind. To be honest,   

I could not really detect a growth or strengthening of 

that seedling, only the tremors. But given time, it was 

obvious that Jeriah presented, in triumphant fashion, a 

healthy, strong, and vibrant plant.  

To become healthy, strong, and vibrant followers of 

Jesus Christ, the constant, steady wind needs to blow. 

We need the wind of the Holy Spirit to blow in us and 

through us. The wind of the Spirit is the breath of God 

which allows us to come alive. God also allows a wind 

to blow against us that we might learn to stand. We 

grow strong and vibrant in the midst of circumstances 

involuntarily causing us to quake. We develop a 

strength of resistance toward the blowing winds of the 

world and of ready resolve toward God. As we come 

to KNOW our ability to withstand the continual 

blowing of the world by the breath of the Spirit, these 

are the soil conditions of the soul. The steady winds 

empower us to grow strong and stable bringing flavor 

to the world around us and stretching our limbs to 

declare God’s glory and greatness.  

“Lift up your hands, (O quivering seedling), in the 

sanctuary and praise the Lord.” Psalm 134:2 

“Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when 

the day of evil comes, you may be able to STAND 

your ground, and after you have done everything, to 

STAND!” Ephesians 6:13 

One Seedling among many, Standing in the Wind!  

                     Pastor Mark 

“The Lesson of the Basil Seed” 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 a.m. 
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

          Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 a.m.  
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

Nursery is available during worship  

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events—we’re trying our best 

to keep things current.  

If you are part of some church activity or event 

and the information isn’t there or isn’t current, 

please provide updates to Annette Bowden 

(am.annette@gmail.com). Also, if you take 

pictures of some activities and have permission 

from the people photographed to post them on the 

website send them along. 

Are You Receiving our Churchwide 

emails and Monthly Newsletter? 

If you are not receiving our emails or newsletter, 

please write your name, email and address on one 

of the yellow cards in the pews and place it in the 

offering – we will add you to the list. 

We send out emails during the month alerting you 

to upcoming events, information and prayer 

concerns.   Pastor Mark 

Newsletter Submissions 

Please submit your October 2019 

newsletter articles and calendar items 

to Linda in the church office.  

Email oslcstanwood@frontier.com, or you may 

drop off handwritten items, also. Thank you! 

New Member Classes 

September 11, 18 and 25 

Wednesday Evenings, 6 PM 

Please contact Pastor Mark or the office if you have 
any questions and/or plan to attend. 

 

 

 

 



Fellowship Hall Remodel  
Project Update: September 2019 

As of August 19th, the 

Fellowship Hall/Fireside 

Room remodel project is on 

schedule. After the asbestos 

removal was completed, our Contractor started 

demo work on the walls in both rooms. New 

storage rooms and the new stage have been 

framed in, electricians have been working for the 

last two weeks and will be done with their initial 

rough-in work on the new wiring shortly. They 

are working on the Fire Protection approval which 

turns out be more complex than planned. When 

they finish, insulation will begin. Once completed, 

the sheetrock work will then get started followed 

by sanding and painting. This should take them 

through September. We will give you our next 

update in the October Newsletter. 

Marv Hansen, 

Committee Chairperson 

Our Choir is Back! 

Our choir, under the direction of 

Erik Ronning, will resume 

rehearsals on Wednesday, 

September 11th, at 5:15 p.m. in the 

sanctuary.  

If you enjoy singing God’s praises, 

please feel welcome to join the choir 

at this rehearsal.  

Choir plans to resume singing at the 8:45 

traditional worship services on September 15th. 

A note of thanks to all those who have shared 

their gifts of special music this summer while the 

choir has been on break. You are appreciated! 

Van Trips 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, September 5, at 9:00 AM 

Woodland Park Zoo 

Monday, September 23, at 9:30 AM 

Barnes and Noble Book Store 
in Bellingham—Lunch in Bellingham 

Please see the sign-up sheets in the narthex. 

Questions? Call Robin Erickson,  

360-941-1593. 

Worship and Music Meeting 

September 8, at 11:30 a.m. 

Church Council Meeting 

September 10, at 7:00 p.m. 



A Message from Alex 

If someone would have pulled me aside on June 16th and told me, “In less than two months, you will witness 

meaningful and significant spiritual growth in our youth ministries!”, I would have politely smiled and then 

thought to myself that this statement, although very good, is lofty, to say the least. Yet, here I am two months 

after my start date genuinely connecting and growing with our students as we discuss the deep richness that is 

the character of Christ. God is so gracious! In my previous experiences, I have found that it can take months if 

not years to see some students excitingly engaged. I have no doubt that these engagements have resulted 

because the Holy Spirit prepared the soil through our church. 

If this person were to continue, saying, “Also, you will be given the monumental opportunity 

to coach the boys’ varsity lacrosse team at Stanwood high school!”, again, I would have 

thought expectations may be set a tad high. Yet, as of August 12th, I am officially the head 

coach! What an incredibly sovereign God we serve. I will have the wonderful opportunity to 

not only help the boys grow as a team but also encourage them to grow as honorable young men through 

sportsmanship.  Personally, my experience playing lacrosse throughout my high school career taught me the 

immense value in teamwork, dedication, and tenacity. I am beyond thrilled to have this opportunity and am 

looking forward to meeting new students and their families. 

Looking back over these two months, I would consider it a huge understatement to simply say that our 

Heavenly Father is capable. Together let us recognize the He is more than able.  

”Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to          

the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen.” – Ephesians 3:20-21 

Blessings, 

Alex 



GROW (God Renewing Our Women)  
Tuesday, September 10, 6:30 PM  

at the church 

Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at 

6:30 p.m. as we explore a study on Genesis:      

Jen Wilkin’s God of Creation. 

All women are invited to join in this engaging 

look at the first book of the Bible, the start of the 

promise that leads us to Jesus. Contact Elsa 

Schwartz (206-714-7717) or Becky Wietzke    

(360-722-4377) for questions or information.   

Faith and Film has been cancelled for 
September. Watch for news about our 

October date and film. 

Women’s Retreat 
October 2—4, 2019 

Wednesday—Friday 

Rainbow Lodge in North Bend 
www.rainbowlodge.org 

We will be studying the movie “The Shack” 

Last opportunity to register — no registrations 

will be accepted after September 1st.  

Packets will be distributed on Sunday, September 15. 

Payment in full ($185) is due by September 15. 

This includes the study guide, two nights, and all 

your meals prepared for you. Please make check 

out to OSLC and designate “Women’s Retreat”. 

You may bring it into the church office, give it to 

Sheri, or put it in Sunday’s offering. Contact Irene 

Nelson to register, or for more information. 

Irene Nelson 

206-949-1435 or nelsonimp@msn.com 

Women’s Wednesday Bible Study 

Begins October 9, 2019 

9:00 AM — New Meeting Room 

We will be begin a study on Exodus  

by Jen Wilkin. 

OSLC Mission Quilters 

Due to the remodel project quilting has been 

delayed this fall. More should be known in 

October when we can resume. Because of the short 

time before Christmas our emphasis will be on 

quilts and fleece scarves for children at the 

Christmas House event. LWR school kit supplies 

are being collected now and will be shipped the 

end of October. We appreciate your donations of 

school supplies or money to buy supplies. LWR's 

warehouses are empty and they are in urgent need 

of kits for children to have access to education as 

a critical piece in helping break the chains of 

poverty. For questions-contact Marilyn Templeton 

360-629-4779. 

Martha Circle 
Ladies are invited to gather with the Martha     

Circle on Wednesday, September 11th, at 1:00 

p.m. in the new meeting room. Activities will 

begin with a dessert fellowship and business 

meeting, followed by our study. Contact Elsie 

Pritchard, 360-629-3940. 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Preschool 

2019-2020 

“A Place to Grow” 
OSL Preschool dedicates itself to providing the best 

possible Christian education for the children.  

Preschool will be back in full session with a    

great year ahead of us! We spend a lot of time    

in September learning our new daily rules and 

routines of preschool. We also enjoy meeting and 

making new friends! 

Open House: Thursday, September 5 

Classes Begin: Monday, September 9 



Men’s Fraternity 

Men’s Fraternity meets on Tuesday mornings at 

7:00 a.m. in the new meeting room. Please join us. 

All men are welcome. 

 

Men’s Fall Retreat Men’s Fall Retreat Men’s Fall Retreat –––   201920192019   
September 27-29 

Ingall’s Creek Enrichment Center 
Leavenworth, Washington 

Theme: “I Can Only Imagine” 
Written by Alex Cramer, Jon Erwin, & Brent McCorkle 

We are planning a fantastic retreat for the men at Ingall’s Creek. This study should prove to be very meaningful, but 

there will also be lots of time for rest and recreation. We will have great food, fun activities, movie night, golfing, hiking, 

visiting Leavenworth, and much more. Bring a friend, enjoy the beauty of Leavenworth and build a stronger band of 

Christian brothers. Any questions, talk with Marv Hansen or Pastor Mark. 

Cost: $80.00 
If you are aware of someone needing a scholarship, contact Pastor Mark.  

We do not want finances getting in the way of attending the retreat. 

Please detach and put in offering plate or bring to church office. 

__________   Yes, I plan to attend the retreat  __________   I would like more information 

Name ______________________________________________ Phone # _____________________ 

 

Email ________________________________________________________________ 

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship 

A Men’s Small Group 

Begins September 10 

BSF meets weekly from 6:30—8 p.m. on Tuesday 

evenings, here at OSLC. For more information 

contact Randy Zielsdorf. 

Labors of Love 

Thomas Merton, an American 

monk, writer and social activist, 

said, “It is in the ordinary duties and labors of life 

that the Christian can and should develop his 

spiritual union with God.” As the United States 

observes Labor Day, may we find meaning not 

simply in marking summer’s end but in celebrating 

the ways nearly all “duties and labors of life” can 

empower ministry and faith.  

Whether as a dentist, parent, artist, teacher, 

mechanic, gardener, city councilor, farmer, day 

laborer, attorney or anything else, a Christian can 

begin each workday or shift by praying for 

opportunities to serve whoever they’ll encounter.  

We also can pray for and seek ways to grow in 

“spiritual union with God”: cultivating spiritual 

fruits; actively loving God and neighbor; seeing 

Jesus in the vulnerable; practicing humility, 

gratitude and praise.  

In Labor Day, may we find inspiration to make all 

our labors loving and faithful! 

“The simplest toy, one which even the 

youngest child can operate, is called a 

grandparent.”  

—Sam Levenson  



2019 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes are available in the church 

office for anyone, member or friend, who would 

like to participate  in the financial contributions to 

our congregation.  

Starting Your Christmas Shopping? 

Consider... 

Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you. When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 

2020 OSLC Directories  
Directory photoshoot is scheduled for April 2020. 

If you would like to be a part of the directory 

committee and help organize the layout of the 

directory, please let me know soon.   

Garin Haskins 

OSLC Has Business Cards? 

Yes, we do! These cards are available in the church 

office for members to carry with them.  

On the front is listed general church information, and 

on the back are the worship times. 

These cards are convenient to share when visiting 

with friends, family, new neighbors, etc.  

and you want to invite them to worship! 

LWR School Kit Donations 

Our goal for 2019 Lutheran World Relief school kits 
is 100 kits like last year. Here is what we still need: 

70-sheet notebooks – wide or college ruled      136 

Crayons – 24 count                                             36 

Pencil Sharpeners                                               64 

Scissors – blunt end                                            40 

Rulers (30-centimeter or centimeters/inches)     45 

Erasers (2½”)                                                      50 

Pencils (#2 unsharpened, with erasers)            250 

Pens (ballpoint – no gel ink)                  315 

If you don’t want to shop, but would like to contribute 
$’s, we will shop for you.  

Please bring items to church by September 15th!  

Contact Helen Neher at 360-770-1474 or  
360-445-6405.  

Back-to-school humor 

Math teacher: A person from LA drove toward 
New York at 250 miles per hour as a person from 
New York drove toward LA at 150 miles per hour. 
Where did they meet?  

Student: In jail! 

The Gathering Place 

Dinners continue at Sons of Norway  

in Stanwood 
(during OSLC Remodeling Project) 

Come by and visit, and join in for dinner. 

Barbara Christoferson 

Friends of the Poor Walk 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Cecilia 

Conference, invites all Stanwood and Camano 

faith groups to join them in the 12th annual 

Friends of the Poor walk. This takes place 

Saturday, September 21, at 11 a.m. in the parking 

lot of St. Cecilia Catholic Church. Two hours are 

allowed for walkers and runners to participate. The 

goal is to raise money through pledges, either per 

lap or flat amount. Please collect prior to walk and 

bring the day of the walk. Pledge sheets are 

available in our OSLC church office. 

Questions, email Naomi Wark at 

naomiwark@gmail.com 



Please Pray for... 
Sharon and Sig Hanson and family in the loss of 

Sharon’s mother; the family of Alex Gedstad; 

Geneal Fox; Ingeburg Paul; Jane King; Carolyn 

Belfield; Eldon Allen; Nicholas and Concetta (son 

and daughter-in-law of Mike Brady); Karlee 

Dunsman (granddaughter of Lorri DeFelice); Diana 

Wallin; Arlene McKellar; Cindy and Ron Taggart-

Deffinbaugh; Betty Christoferson; Pr. Jerry Hefty; 

David Waltier (friend of Jon and Jane King); Sue Reiter, Hailey 

Dolmseth and Joyce Williams (friends of Cindy Chester); Michelle 

Rockwood; Marilynn Thompson (sister of Amy Thompson); Pat 

Hayenga (friend of Dee Jonson); Paul Ringstad (brother of Judy 

Anderson); Ray and Sandy Erps; Gary Schreiner; Paul Walderhaug; 

Lois DeBoer; Marylee and Leon Sams 

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran  

Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach 

residents, Government and Community Leaders 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare for worship: 

September 1, 2019 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 25:2-10 

Psalm 131 

Hebrews 13:1-17 

Luke 14:1-14 

September 8, 2019 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 1 

Philemon 1-21 

Luke 14:25-35 

September 15, 2019 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 34:11-24 

Psalm 119:169-176 

I Timothy 1:(5-11) 12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 

September 22, 2019 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 8:4-7 

Psalm 113 

I Timothy 2:1-15 

Luke 16:1-15 

September 29, 2019 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 6:1-7 

Psalm 146 

I Timothy 3:1-13 

Luke 16:19-31 

Altar Flowers in September 

The Season After Pentecost continues in September, giving us the ability to use any 

color of flower in altar arrangements. The liturgical color of green is the symbol for this 

season, reflected in altar paraments and pastoral stole. We enjoy creating flowers to the 

glory of God using beautiful fall flowers and greens this month.  

Celebrate the season with a gift of flowers for the altar in honor of a special occasion or 

in memory of a loved one. A donation of $30.00 is requested per Sunday. Please sign up 

on the Flower Chart in the narthex and flower arrangers Lina Richert, Candyce Sylling 

or Candace Spong will contact you. 

Prayer Time  
Sunday Mornings, 8 AM 

Every Sunday folks gather from 8—8:30 

a.m. in the new meeting room for a time 

of intentional prayer before our first 

worship service. Anyone is welcome — 

just drop in when you can. If you have 

questions please contact Pastor Mark or 

Cindy T-D. 
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Change Service Requested 

September 2019 

 

Rally Day — September 8! 

“Walking with Jesus” 

10:15 AM:    Little Eden, ages 3—K    /    JAM Café, grades 1—3    /    Be Bold!, grades 4—5 

10:30 AM:    Middle School and High School students meet with Alex 

Mark 10:13-16 tells us in a profound way how Jesus loved little children. Using His model, 

we are to openly bring children to Christ for His blessing. It is not a complicated task; we 

invite them in, share God's Word, and send them out with blessing. We often read or hear that 

children are the future of the church, but they are our present as well. As a congregation, we 

are tasked with planting seeds, nurturing faith, and preparing children for a Christian life 

through the Holy Spirit. While the task is not complex, it is part of the Great Commission.   

We are in need of a team of people who have a heart for Christ and His young ones. What are 

the requirements? A love of the Lord, a heart for children, and a desire to disciple others. When you have that, 

the rest is easy! Curriculum...we have it! Supplies...got that too! Classrooms....check! We have three 

groupings of children who need adult volunteers on Sundays during the 10:15 service. Little Eden is for 

children ages three through kindergarten learning basic Bible stories and crafts. JAM Café for children in 

grades 1-3 has a hands-on, activity-based curriculum that includes games and crafts. Be Bold! is for children 

in grades 4 and 5 and focuses on Scripture, questions, action, and relationships. 

If you are willing to serve for a month, a quarter, or for a few weeks, you are needed. . If you are ready to 

serve or just have questions, call Becky Wietzke, 360-722-4377.   


