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“We Choose to Go to the Moon.” 

On July 20, 2019, the United States celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission that landed on the 

moon. Neal Armstrong spoke those memorable words, “That is one small step for man, one giant leap for 

mankind.” 

The world watched in awe and amazement as the 2 American Astronauts staked the United States flag in the 

soil on the moon’s surface. That moment was the conclusion of an impossible dream.  

Nearly eight years earlier, on September 12, 1961, at Rice University in Houston, Texas, President John F. 

Kennedy articulated an audacious dream during his speech to the large crowd. He said,  “We choose to go to 

the moon. We choose to go to the moon, in this decade, and do the other things, not because they are easy but 

because they are hard…because that is one challenge we are willing to accept...” 

What a ridiculous, reckless, irresponsible statement the president declared when the nation had hardly a space 

program to speak of. History records JFK having second thoughts the day after speaking those crazy words. 

Yet he had cast a vision of beyond. The dreams of a nation had been sparked to consider the stars. And in a few 

short years, reckless became a reality, even after he was gone. 

2000 years ago, Jesus spoke some ridiculous words to some rather foolish followers. He said, “Go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 

What a reckless statement to a group of disciples confused, arguably divided and certainly uncertain about their 

future. Yet the vision had been cast. The dreams of the disciples had been sparked to consider the world, and 

bring the message of salvation to all who would listen. 

In the United States, we might think the message of Christ is diminishing. Fewer people are attending church 

and our culture has itching ears toward new and improved spirituality. But let’s not be misinformed. The 

message of Jesus Christ continues to spread across the globe. And in many areas, it’s spreading like an 

uncontrollable wildfire. According to the Joshua Project, currently there are roughly 2.3 BILLION Christians 

across the world.  New believers are accepting Christ in the thousands DAILY. Roughly 34,000 in South 

America, 30,000 in China, 25,000 in Africa and 16,000 Muslims are turning to Jesus DAILY.  Yes, It is 

sobering to hear that more and more people, especially young adults have left the  church in the U.S. and find 

Jesus’ message antiquated. To be sure affluence and the myriad of distractions, have played a part in this. But 

also, the church has unfortunately also played its part, often offering a version of religion (focusing on many 

man made rules and efforts), rather than experiencing an authentic life giving relationship with our living God.  

I hope you realize that at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, we have much to be hopeful and excited about. The 

Holy Spirit is leading us and building a deeper, stronger, faith filled congregation. Sheri, our Treasurer, 

announced at the Council meeting that pledges are now above $380,000 for our remodel project. What an 

amazing expression of commitment and resolve to see God continue to build mission and ministry in this 

community and in our church. Alex Abdallah, our new Student/Family Minstry Director has jumped in with 

both feet and is bringing a new level of excitement to our youth program. More people are visiting our church 

and lots of activities and ministries are moving forward.  

Let us continue to carry Christ’s banner. Let us continue to  “Go and make disciples  -  of all nations…” We do 

this not because it is easy, but because it is hard. We do this because it is a challenge we are willing to accept. 

We do this because we are caught up in Christ’s audacious dream. Let our eyes be drawn heavenward and let 

our hearts be sparked by the Holy Spirit to chase after it with all the love, faith and perseverance we can 

muster. And in a few short years, we will all travel to the place that has always been called Home – to be with 

our Heavenly Father.         Your Fellow Foolish Traveler, Pastor Mark 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 a.m. 
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

          Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 a.m.  
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

Nursery is available during worship  

Remember to Check our Website 
Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events—we’re trying our best 

to keep things current.  

If you are part of some church activity or event 

and the information isn’t there or isn’t current, 

please provide updates to Annette Bowden 

(am.annette@gmail.com). Also, if you take 

pictures of some activities and have permission 

from the people photographed to post them on the 

website send them along. 

If You Are Away this Summer… 

Please contact the church office if you plan to be 

away for an extended time, so that we may hold 

your newsletter until you return. This will save 

postage costs. Also, make sure you keep the 

office updated with any address or phone number 

changes. Thank you! 

Are You Receiving our Churchwide 

emails and Monthly Newsletter? 

If you are not receiving our emails or newsletter, 

please write your name, email and address on one 

of the yellow cards in the pews and place it in the 

offering – we will add you to the list. 

We send out emails during the month alerting you 

to upcoming events, information and prayer 

concerns.   Pastor Mark 

New Member Classes 

September 11, 18 and 25 

Wednesday Evenings, 6 PM 

Please contact Pastor Mark or the office if you have 
any questions and/or plan to attend. 

 

 

 

 



Fellowship Hall Remodel Funding Update 

Again, what a wonderful response to our building fund!! Pledges—both for 

the kick-off $200,000 and for the amount needed to repay what we will 

borrow from our own funds. God-willing, we will all meet our pledges in a 

timely manner without jeopardizing our general, day-to-day operations. The 

amount listed in the weekly bulletin represents building donations for that 

previous week—it is not an accumulative number. As of the end of July, 

deposits to the Building Fund account total $191,716.73. This amount includes recent designated memorials, 

remodel Kick-off pledges received, 3-year commitment payments, and offerings designated to building fund. 

Keep in mind, our total project cost will be about $375,000. 

When you received your second quarter contribution report from the treasurer, you will notice that there’s a 

copy of your green kick-off card, as a reminder, and, if you have not yet started to pay toward the 3-year 

pledge, there is a copy of the 3-year card, as well. If you have started making your stated contribution toward 

the 3-year pledge, you will see that directly on your quarterly report. Your 3-year period begins when you 

begin to contribute toward that pledge—hopefully we will all be able to start before the year ends. Having an 

amount show up as a “pledge” on our statements is something new for most of us—if you have any questions 

or concerns, please contact Sheri. 

We all were aware that there would be interruptions to our regular building use. But, once the team began to 

move items into storage—either into the storage pod which was placed outside against the south side of the 

fellowship hall, or into different rooms where space was available, we really realized what we were in for!! A 

big thank you to those who organized and moved everything that wasn’t nailed down! And, a continued 

“thanks” and “request for patience” to everyone who has been inconvenienced. Our coffee hours have been 

relocated into the meeting room. 

We are pleased that the asbestos abatement is completed and that there was actually no asbestos glue in the 

fireside room—they just removed the carpet. All asbestos has been cleared and we have been given the go-

ahead to proceed with the remodel. The contractor completed a few demolition projects before the abatement; 

the demo and construction work began to move ahead quickly as of July 29. 

Remodel Photos on the Website 

You’ll notice on the main page of our website there’s a note about the remodel with a link to pictures that are 

being posted when something new happens. We’ll try to keep you up-to-date as the work progresses. 

Fellowship Hall Remodel  
Project Update: September 2019 

After a very long wait, the remodel project is 

finally happening. The Asbestos Company 

completed their part of the project on Wednesday, 

July 24th. Our General Contractor will resume  

the major part of the project on Monday, July 29th. 

We appreciate everyone honoring the construction 

signs in the closed off areas of the Fellowship 

Hall and Fireside Room. There will be lots of 

activity with many subcontractors working in 

these areas and safety in a big concern. We will 

continue to keep you informed of the progress as 

we move forward. 

Marv Hansen, Committee Chairperson 

OSLC Family Picnic! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 25, 2019 
1—4:00 PM 

Home of the Khoury’s 
1113 Juniper Beach Rd., Camano Island 

360-572-4309 
Bring either a salad or dessert 



A Message from Alex 

This last month has been one wild and exciting ride for me. Between VBC, July 4th 

celebrations, meeting new friends, implementing new programs, studying, and preparing for 

future events, I’d have to say that I am loving my new and busy schedule! Throughout all the 

activity, Jesus has yet again proved to me that he is faithful and true. Our first Wednesday and 

Friday gatherings for the students were major successes! Excitement and meaningful 

conversation were a staple for both groups.  

If I were to sum up what our Lord has consistently revealed to me in the past 30 days, it  

would simply be found in 2 Corinthians 10:17. “‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’ 

For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.” As 

OSLC’s student ministries begin to grow, please pray that we as a congregation continue to recognize that 

growth is a direct result of the Holy Spirit’s power and not our own.  

Lasting growth can only occur if Jesus is the center and object of our affection. “I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing.” – John 15:5 

Blessings, Alex  

 

Wanted: Sunday School Servants 

Do you want to reach children to help them know Christ? 

Do you want to connect with children in a Christ-like way? 

Do you want to support children grow in their faith? 

Do you want to guide children to discover how to grow their gifts in Christ? 

Do you want to show children how to honor God in their life? 

Yes? Then we have an opportunity for you! Mark 10:13-16 tells us in a profound way how Jesus loved little 

children. Using His model, we are to openly bring children to Christ for His blessing. It is not a complicated 

task; we invite them in, share God's Word, and send them out with blessing. We often read or hear that 

children are the future of the church, but they are our present as well. As a congregation, we are tasked with 

planting seeds, nurturing faith, and preparing children for a Christian life through the Holy Spirit. While the 

task is not complex, it is part of the Great Commission.   

We are in need of a team of people who have a heart for Christ and His young ones. What are the 

requirements? A love of the Lord, a heart for children, and a desire to disciple others. When you have that, the 

rest is easy! Curriculum...we have it! Supplies...got that too! Classrooms....check! We have three groupings of 

children who need adult volunteers on Sundays during the 10:15 service. Little Eden is for children ages three 

through kindergarten learning basic Bible stories and crafts. JAM Café for children in grades 1-3 has a hands-

on, activity-based curriculum that includes games and crafts. Be Bold! is for children in grades 4 and 5 and 

focuses on Scripture, questions, action, and relationships. 

If you are willing to serve for a month, a quarter, or for a few weeks, you are needed. We will be having a 

Sunday School Servant meeting on August 18 after the second service. If you are ready to serve or just have 

questions, call Becky Wietzke, 360-722-4377.   

 

A heart-felt and huge thank you goes out to each and every person who volunteered to make ROAR! VBS a 

success. We served 84 children from our community thanks to the 50-plus volunteers who gave so willingly of 

their time, gifts, and energy.  It was a wild week filled with Scripture, music, crafts, mission work, and great 

food!  When we heard all of these children sing out "God is good!", the joy was explosive.  Thank you for 

sharing the love of Jesus with children, youth, and one another. 



2020 OSLC Directories  
Directory photoshoot is scheduled for April 2020. 

If you would like to be a part of the directory 

committee and help organize the layout of the 

directory, please let me know soon.   

Garin Haskins 

GROW (God Renewing Our Women)  
Tuesday, August 13, 6:30 PM at the church 

Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at 

6:30 p.m. as we explore a study on Genesis: Jen 

Wilkin’s God of Creation. 

All women are invited to join in this engaging 

look at the first book of the Bible, the start of the 

promise that leads us to Jesus. Contact Elsa 

Schwartz (206-714-7717) or Becky Wietzke    

(360-722-4377) for questions or information.   

Men’s Fraternity 

Men’s Fraternity meets on Tuesday mornings at 

7:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us. 

All men are welcome. 

 
Faith and Film  

Tuesday August 27, 6:00pm 

Join us on the 4th Tuesday of of the 

month at 6:00 p.m. as we look at films 

through the lens of spirituality. 

Movies are a prevalent part of today's 

society, and many secular films 

contain Christian themes including: 

faith, spirituality, forgiveness, hope, and 

redemption. Watch your Sunday bulletin 

announcements for the film title for July. We 

invite you to watch the movie ahead of time and 

join us for dinner and discussion.  

Hosted by Nate and Elsa Schwartz, at their home:  

45 S. Sunrise Blvd, Camano Island.  

Please RSVP so we know how much food to 

prepare (elsacarlisle@msn.com or 206-714-7717). 

Women’s Retreat Update 

Payment in full ($185) is due by September 15. 

Please make check out to OSLC and designate 

“Women’s Retreat”. You may bring it into the 

church office, give it to Sheri, or put it in Sunday’s 

offering. Thank you.                        Irene Nelson 

Worship and Music Meeting 

September 8, at 11:30 a.m. 

Summer Potlucks Continue! 

Every Wednesday in August – 6 PM 

Summer Potluck Picnics in Heritage Park 

(main entrance off Lover’s Lane) 

Bring food to share (as usual), chairs, plates, 

glasses, and silverware. 

Information: 360-629-9901 or 360-941-1593 

Special Music Volunteers  
While choir takes a summer break, this is a 

wonderful time for others to share their musical 

talent at our 8:45 Traditional Service. Please 

contact Connie Ronning at 360-629-3134 if you 

are interested. 

Van Trip 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, August 20, at 10:00 AM 

Lunch and Visiting at Curtis’s Cabin 
at Lake Cavanaugh 

Please see the sign-up sheet in the narthex. 

Questions? Call Robin Erickson,  

360-941-1593. 



Lutheran World Relief  

SCHOOL KITS 

Lutheran World Relief Kits Kick-off is here. Below is a list of supplies needed for the bags. School 

supplies are on sale now so watch for good deals. 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH SCHOOL KIT 

FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper  

ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other  

ONE pencil sharpener  

ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band  

FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band  

ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons  

ONE 2½” eraser 

For questions or information, you can contact Helen Neher at 360-770-1474 or 360-445-6405. 

Caring Place 

Hi friends, the tentative dates for the back

-to-school event this year are August 19-

22. We need volunteers!! We are having 

set up parties on Sunday, August 18, from 

noon to 3:00 and Monday, August 19, 

from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Duties will 

include hanging clothes up on racks. 

Please come at any time during these 

hours, every little bit helps! Please contact 

Mardi Jorgensen at 360-913-1551.  

Last month we served an all-time high of 

749 people! Thank you for your donations 

and support! 

Mardi 

The Gathering Place 

Now at Sons of Norway  

in Stanwood 
(during OSLC Remodeling Project) 

A volunteer from OSLC is needed to supervise 

the Gathering Place Dinner on Thursday, 

September 12, 2019, as Ken and I will be out of 

town. Please contact me for any details. 

Thanks so much to everyone for your ongoing 

support. 

Barbara Christoferon 



2019 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes are available in the church 

office for anyone, member or friend, who would 

like to participate  in the financial contributions to 

our congregation.  

Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you. When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 

Summer Sundays at JAM CaféSummer Sundays at JAM Café  

Children 4-year’s-old through grade 5 are 
invited to be part of Illustrated Creation on 
Sundays at 10:15 a.m. Through art and Bible 
stories we will be focusing on the goodness of 
God's creation. Older students are welcome to 
join us to lend a helping hand!  

Volunteers are needed to present the lesson 
and the art each Sunday. We need at least two 
adults in the room at all times, so find a 
partner and have some fun for a Sunday or two 
with our young people. Contact Becky Wietzke 
(360-722-4377) for more information. 

 

 

 

 

“The Vine” Youth Group 

Join us for our Middle School and High School 

Youth Group! We meet weekly on Wednesdays 

at 6:00 PM in the upstairs youth room. Dinner is 

provided! 

Sunday Morning Youth 

We also meet on Sunday mornings after the 2nd 

service's Praise Songs! Join us in the youth room 

for donuts and a message from Alex. 

Kids Night 

Through the summer, Kids Night will meet 

weekly on Fridays from 6:00 PM-8:00 PM in the 

upstairs children's room. Grades 1st⸺5th are 

welcome to join us for Bible lessons, activities, 

and worship! Snacks provided. 

MANY WAYS TO GIVE 
As a hen and a pig walked down the road, they 

noticed a church sign advertising a breakfast of 

“Ham and Eggs!”  

“That’s nice,” said the hen. “A chance for us to 

serve the congregation.”  

“Easy for you to say,” replied the pig. “For you, 

it’s a contribution; for me, it’s a sacrifice!”  

Versions of this story appear on inspirational 

websites, with comments about the chicken 

being involved in breakfast, while the pig is 

committed. Opinions differ, however, about 

which animal has the right idea. Some people 

warn against being the pig, sacrificing yourself 

for success; others say the chicken isn’t all-in.  

“People who give themselves to Jesus with a 

trusting abandon” are like pigs, says Rick 

Lawrence in The Jesus-Centered Life (Group). 

That total, “without reservation” commitment, he 

says, shows a willingness to give your life to 

Jesus — as he gave his for you.  

On the other hand, giving consistently, day in 

and day out, even in what might seem to be 

small ways, also is valuable. Maybe the moral is 

not to judge others’ stewardship because we all 

give differently. 

THE LOG IN YOUR EYE 

This humorous illustration of how not to get along 
at college also demonstrates Jesus’ teaching in 
Matthew 7:3-5.  
A young man from Scotland went to study at an 
English university. A month into the school year, 
his mother visited and asked how he liked living in 
the dorm. “It’s awful!” he exclaimed. “The fellow in 
the room next door bangs his head on the wall 
constantly, and the one on the other side screams 
all day.”  
“How do you stand it?” his mother asked in 
amazement.  
“Oh, I ignore them,” her son replied. “I just sit here 
quietly, playing my bagpipes.” 



Our Loving Sympathy... 
Condolences to Maria Gedstad and family in the loss of her husband, 

Alex, on July 16th. A memorial service is planned for Thursday, 

August 8, at 11 a.m. here at OSLC. A memorial reception will follow 

at the Floyd Norgaard Cultural Center. 

Please Pray for... 
Geneal Fox; Jane King; Carolyn Belfield; Nicholas and Concetta (son 

and daughter-in-law of Mike Brady); Jim Winship; Karlee Dunsman 

(granddaughter of Lorri DeFelice); Diana Wallin; Del Larson; Arlene 

McKellar; Cindy and Ron Taggart-Deffinbaugh; Betty Christoferson; 

Pr. Jerry Hefty; David Waltier (friend of Jon and Jane King); Sue 

Reiter, Hailey Dolmseth and Joyce Williams (friends of Cindy 

Chester); George Zeigen; Michelle Rockwood; Marilynn Thompson 

(sister of Amy Thompson); Pat Hayenga (friend of Dee Jonson); Paul 

Ringstad (brother of Judy Anderson); Ray and Sandy Erps; Gary 

Schreiner; Paul Walderhaug; Lois DeBoer; Marylee and Leon Sams 

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran  

Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach 

residents, Government and Community Leaders 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare for worship: 

August 4, 2019 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26 

Psalm 100 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 

August 11, 2019 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 15:1-6 

Psalm 33:12-22 

Hebrews 11:1-16 

Luke 12:22-34 (35-40) 

August 18, 2019 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 23:16-29 

Psalm 119:81-88 

Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3 

Luke 12:49-53 (54-56) 

August 25, 2019 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 66:18-23 

Psalm 50:1-15 

Hebrews 12:4-24 (25-29) 

Luke 13:22-30 

Altar Flowers in Summer 

Having celebrated Pentecost-the coming of the Holy Spirit-the church enters the  Season After 

Pentecost which extends through the summer and ends in November.   The liturgical color for 

the season is green which symbolizes the growth and life of the church. For altar flower 

arrangers this means all colors of flowers can be used and how fortunate we are as we 

incorporate flowers grown locally during the summertime. 

If you are thinking of celebrating a special occasion of honoring a loved one, please consider a 

donation to the Altar Flower fund. All you need to do is sign up on the chart in the narthex and 

drop a check for $30.00 in the offering. Many thanks for your support! 

Candyce Sylling  

Lina Richert 

Prayer Time  
Sunday Mornings, 8 AM 

Every Sunday folks gather from 8—8:30 a.m. in the new meeting 

room for a time of intentional prayer before our first worship service. 

Anyone is welcome — just drop in when you can. If you have 

questions please contact Pastor Mark or Cindy T-D. 
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Change Service Requested 

2019 

Men’s Fall Retreat Men’s Fall Retreat Men’s Fall Retreat –––   201920192019   
September 27-29 

Ingall’s Creek Enrichment Center 
Leavenworth, Washington 

Theme: “I Can Only Imagine” 
Written by Alex Cramer, Jon Erwin, & Brent McCorkle 

We are planning a fantastic retreat for the men at Ingall’s Creek. This study should prove to be very meaningful, but 

there will also be lots of time for rest and recreation. We will have great food, fun activities, movie night, golfing, hiking, 

visiting Leavenworth, and much more. Bring a friend, enjoy the beauty of Leavenworth and build a stronger band of 

Christian brothers. Any questions, talk with Marv Hansen or Pastor Mark. 

Cost: $80.00 
If you are aware of someone needing a scholarship, contact Pastor Mark. We do not want finances getting in the way of attending the 

retreat. 

Please detach and put in offering plate or bring to church office. 

__________   Yes, I plan to attend the retreat  __________   I would like more information 

Name ______________________________________________ Phone # _____________________ 

 

Email ________________________________________________________________ 
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