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As a boy, I can remember my dad often choosing hymn 

number 260, “On Our Way Rejoicing”, as our sending 

song in worship. This hymn was an upbeat, celebratory 

song that always put an exclamation point on the service 

and energized us to move forward. The refrain declares, 

“On our way rejoicing; As we forward move, Hearken to 

our praises, O blest God of love!” 

On June 9, 2019, Our Saviour’s Lutheran congregation 

met to discuss and vote upon the proposed plan to 

remodel our fellowship hall and fireside room. We 

gathered together for one worship service and the place 

was packed. You could feel the vibe and excitement in 

the room (which, to be honest, I wasn’t sure how the 

whole morning would go. We had done our homework, 

been on our knees in prayer – yet still we were not sure 

how the congregation, as a whole felt about the project.). 

After a great time of worship, the table was set, and we 

feasted with a great breakfast. Then our President, Ken 

Christoferson, opened our meeting and gave an overall 

scope of the project. Marv Hansen, our project manager, 

then focused on all the details and particulars of the 

remodel. I followed trying to focus upon the “why” of 

this effort – to further strengthen our mission and 

ministry in our church and into our community. Annette 

Bowden then discussed the funds necessary and a vision 

for how this could be accomplished.  

Then a motion was made and a vote was taken to 

consider this remodel project. Overwhelmingly the 

congregation approved the effort with a vote of 118-2. 

And we went on our way, rejoicing! 

That day, commitment cards were passed out and on the 

following day cards were mailed out for those who could 

not attend. Annette explained that to begin the project, we 

would need to raise $200,000 in pledges to be given by 

September 30, 2019. Those pledges were to be made on 

the “green” commitment cards. The “ivory” commitment 

card is for a 3-year-pledge, that would cover the 

remainder of the construction costs of $170,000.  

It is now 7 days after our congregational meeting and to 

date Sheri, our treasurer, who is the only one who will  

 

 

count these cards, has communicated that we 

have received pledges on the green cards of 

$148,844 – that’s 74.4% of our initial fund 

raising goal of $200,000! Are you rejoicing? 

I CAN’T HEAR YOU! How exciting and 

what a wonderful expression of enthusiasm from our 

congregation to see this kind of generous giving so 

quickly. Yes, we still have a way to go – but it is very 

exciting as we forward move. May God hearken to our 

praises, O blest God of love! 

On the day of our vote, I told two stories involving Pastor 

Tony Campolo, pointing to the power and purpose of why 

we are here as a church and why we do what we do. 

Whether remodel or not, we are here to bring the message 

of reconciliation from Jesus Christ to a lost and broken 

world. And we have been given the opportunity and 

privilege to participate in His mission.  

I close with one final Tony Campolo story: Tony was 

giving a major address at a women’s conference. At a 

point in the program the women were being challenged 

with a several thousand dollar goal for their mission 

project, the chairperson for the day turned to Dr. 

Campolo and asked him if he would pray for God’s 

blessing on the women as they considered what they 

might do to achieve their goal.  

To her astonishment, he went to the podium and 

graciously declined. He said, “You already have the 

necessary resources to complete this project right here in 

this room. The necessary gifts are in your hands. As soon 

as we take the offering and underwrite this project, then 

we will thank God for freeing us to be generous, 

responsible and accountable stewards.” 

When the offering was taken, the mission goal was 

overreached. Then Dr. Campolo led them in a joyous 

pray and song of thanksgiving. I wonder if the song was, 

“On Our Way Rejoicing”? 

Thank you for your partnership and participation. More 

specifically, thank you for your partnership and 

participation in the mission of the Gospel. In all that we 

do, may Jesus Christ be honored, glorified and praised.  

Yours in Christ, Pastor Mark  

“On Our Way Rejoicing” 

Join us Sunday, June 30th at 9:45 a.m. in the fellowship hall  – as we eat breakfast together, hear from Sheri the results of our 

progress, and then sing together, “On our way rejoicing; As we forward move, Hearken to our praises, O blest God of love!” 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 a.m. 
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

          Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 a.m.  
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

Nursery is available during worship  

Remember to Check our Website 

Don’t forget to check the website,  

http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,  

for information and events—we’re trying our best 

to keep things current.  

If you are part of some church activity or event 

and the information isn’t there or isn’t current, 

please provide updates to Annette Bowden 

(am.annette@gmail.com). Also, if you take 

pictures of some activities and have permission 

from the people photographed to post them on the 

website send them along. 

If You Are Away this Summer… 

Please contact the church office if you plan to be 

away for an extended time, so that we may hold 

your newsletter until you return. This will save 

postage costs. Also, make sure you keep the 

office updated with any address or phone number 

changes. Thank you! 

Are You Receiving our Churchwide 

emails and Monthly Newsletter? 

If you are not receiving our emails or newsletter, 

please write your name, email and address on one 

of the yellow cards in the pews and place it in the 

offering – we will add you to the list. 

We send out emails during the month alerting you 

to upcoming events, information and prayer 

concerns.   Pastor Mark 

Help Celebrate! 

Pastor Brekhus is celebrating  

50 years of ordination! 

You’re invited to his celebration  

on July 28, 10 AM, in Silvana 

at Peace Lutheran’s  

“Little White Church on the Hill.” 



 

I am honored and grateful to be OSLC’s Director of 

Student and Family Ministries! 

Before Katherine and I traveled to Stanwood for the 

first time, I was told that I would have thirty minutes 

to share a message with the students. I anticipated 

that this would be the highlight of my time at OSLC. 

I also recognized that if this was to be my only 

moment with them, Lord willing, I was going to 

make it count. 

As I studied and prepared, the Lord placed a 

reoccurring theme of hope on my heart. My attention 

was directed to 1 Peter 1:3. “Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 

great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead,”. I read the words “Living Hope” and 

instantly knew that this was to be my focus with the 

students. What a glorious truth it is that the hope we 

have in Christ is not dead but living!  

The day came to share with OSLC’s youth. I read 1 

Peter 1:3 and began by emphasizing that all other 

hope found outside of Jesus’ resurrection is 

ultimately powerless, meaningless, and will 

eventually fail. In other words, hope that is placed in 

wealth, health, or good works, is hope without life. It 

is both powerful and sobering to be reminded that the 

truth of the resurrection is where our faith lives or 

dies.  

We then turned to 1 Corinthians 15:17-19, “And if 

Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and 

you are still in your sins. Then those also who have 

fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If in Christ we 

have hope in this life only, we are of all people most 

to be pitied.” I then posed the question, “How do we 

know that our hope in Jesus’ resurrection is a reliable 

hope?” The students had thoughtful answers and 

concluded that God reveals the truth of the 

resurrection to us through His Word and the Holy 

Spirit. It was encouraging to see that they had the 

knowledge needed to answer a relatively deep 

theological question.  

I ended the message with one final and powerful 

truth. “People die for what they believe to be true. No 

one dies for what they know to be a lie.” We  

discussed how Jesus’ disciples abandoned Him at  

 

 

His crucifixion and then, within days, they were all 

willing to lay down their lives in order to proclaim 

His Gospel. What incredible and compelling 

evidence to the validity of Christ’s resurrection! 

Katherine and I left Stanwood that weekend 

completely overwhelmed by the sheer amount of 

encouragement, love, and confirmation that we had 

received from this beautiful congregation. Although 

my time with OSLC was brief, I was convinced that 

it’s members authentically value relationship with 

one another. More importantly, I was convinced that 

a personal relationship with Jesus was the church’s 

ultimate priority.  

My prayer for our students is this; that they 

experience the power of the Holy Spirit and through 

Him, come to know Christ as He ought to be known. 

In all His Glory, Life, and Truth.  

Please pray that the Lord will guide and strengthen 

me as I implement Christ-centered programs and 

create authentic relationships with our students, and 

all involved.  

Blessings, 

Alex Abdallah 

 

A Message from Alex 



GROW (God Renewing Our Women)  
Tuesday, July 9, 6:30 PM at the church 

Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at 

6:30 p.m. as we explore a study on Genesis:      

Jen Wilkin’s God of Creation. 

All women are invited to join in this engaging 

look at the first book of the Bible, the start of the 

promise that leads us to Jesus. Contact Elsa 

Schwartz (206-714-7717) or Becky Wietzke    

(360-722-4377) for questions or more infomation.   

Men’s Fraternity 

Men’s Fraternity meets on Tuesday mornings at 

7:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Breakfast is 

served at 7:00 with our study to follow. Please join 

us. All men are welcome. 

 
Faith and Film  

Tuesday July 30, 6:00pm 

Join us on the last Tuesday of July at 

6:00 p.m. as we look at films through 

the lens of spirituality. Movies are a 

prevalent part of today's society, and 

many secular films contain Christian 

themes including: faith, spirituality, 

forgiveness, hope, and redemption. Watch your 

Sunday bulletin announcements for the film title 

for July. We invite you to watch the movie ahead 

of time and join us for dinner and discussion.  

Hosted by Nate and Elsa Schwartz, at their home:  

45 S. Sunrise Blvd, Camano Island.  

Please RSVP so we know how much food to 

prepare (elsacarlisle@msn.com or 206-714-7717). 

Women’s Retreat Update 

Payment in full ($185) is due by September 15. 

Please make check out to OSLC and designate 

“Women’s Retreat”. You may bring it into the 

church office, give it to Sheri, or put it in Sunday’s 

offering. Thank you.                        Irene Nelson 

Volunteers Needed for  

Fall 2019 Sunday School 
Volunteers are needed 
beginning in September for 
Little Eden (Sunday School 
for children 3 through 
kindergarten) and for grades 
1-3 and 4-6 in JAM Café.  
JAM Café for grades 1-3 will 
be using a new curriculum called Buzz! 
Everything needed for each Sunday is right 
in the box. This is an easy-to-use lesson set 
that makes Sunday School easy for the adult 
volunteer and engaging for the students.   
Students in grades 4-6 will be using the      
Be Bold! curriculum which is designed to 
engage students in the Word and to prepare 
them for daily challenges. 
It is important that there are two adults in 
each class for safety and insurance reasons. 
Think about pairing up with a friend for a 
few weeks or months. It isn't necessary to 
commit to an entire year of teaching. As we 
continue to expand the education offerings 
for our young ones, we must have volunteers 
with a heart for sharing the Gospel with 
children.  
If you are interested in participating in the 
education ministry of the church for any of 
these sections, please contact Becky 
Wietzke (rawietzke@yahoo.com).   

ALTAR GUILD 
The volunteers who make up our Altar Guild 

crew are always looking for new people to join 

us. You don’t have to be experienced – we’re 

always happy to give some one-on-one 

training.  

Each member of the Altar Guild serves as part 

of a 3-person team during one month of the 

year. We’re responsible for preparing 

communion and keeping the candles filled, 

along with a few other tasks from time to time.  

If you’d like to find out more about Altar Guild 

or would like to volunteer to serve, please 

contact Annette Bowden, 

am.annette@gmail.com, or 509-531-4510. 

mailto:rawietzke@yahoo.com


Listening to Sermons at Home – a CD Option 
Do you happen to have a working portable CD player that you don’t use anymore that you 
might want to donate to a good cause? Read on, and you’ll understand the reason for that 
request: 

Most of OSLC’s friends and members are able to attend worship nearly every Sunday and can 
enjoy Pastor Mark’s messages “live.” However, sometimes getting to church is not an option 
– how do you hear his messages, then? 

Sharon Hanson to the rescue!! If you have an internet connection at home, the easiest way is 
to go to our website, click on Sermons, and there you’ll find that Sharon has posted the latest 
sermons, choir anthems, and scripture readings for the day. 

https://www.oursaviourschurch.org/ 

What if computers and the internet are not your thing? Well, now, it’s Stephen Ministry to the rescue!!     
We’re just beginning to make available “home delivery” of sermons on a CD.  

To make this program work, we need your help in two ways— 

 provide the name of anyone you think would like to have a Sermon/CD brought to their home 
(including yourself if you’d like this!) 

 donate any working CD player that you don’t need anymore 

If you can help in either way, please contact the office or one of the Stephen Leaders: 
Annette Bowden:  (H)360-548-8513 (C)509-531-4510    am.annette@gmail.com 
Carol Curtis:  (H)360-387-1189 (C)206-271-8535  curtisct@wavecable.com 
Tom Curtis: (H)360-387-1189 (C)206-271-8536  curtisct@wavecable.com 
Randy Zielsdorf:  (C)206-300-9901      rezsteam@yahoo.com 

Van Trips 

 
 
 
 
 

Monday, July 8, at 9:30 AM 

Padilla Bay Interpretive Center 

Lunch at the Farmhouse 

Friday, July 19 at 8:00 AM 

Sequim Lavender Festival 
Please see the sign-up sheets in the narthex. 

Questions? Call Robin Erickson,  

360-941-1593. 

Summer Fellowship Activities 

In the summertime, we usually keep in touch and 

visit during coffee hours and summer potlucks. 

Many have been asking what the plans are if we 

start the remodel in July. We want to continue to 

have social opportunities--but right now we're not 

sure how it will all happen since the kitchen is 

usually the center for those activities, and it will 

be off-limits for most of the time. So, we'll keep 

you posted on how we can modify these 

happenings and still get together--watch for 

updates.  

Special Music Volunteers  
While choir takes a summer break, this is a 

wonderful time for others to share their musical 

talent at our 8:45 Traditional Service. Please 

contact Connie Ronning at 360-629-3134 if you 

are interested. 

https://www.oursaviourschurch.org/
mailto:am.annette@gmail.com
mailto:curtisct@wavecable.com
mailto:curtisct@wavecable.com
mailto:rezsteam@yahoo.com


2019 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes are available in the church 

office for anyone, member or friend, who would 

like to participate  in the financial contributions to 

our congregation.  

Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to 

you. When making purchases at Amazon, login at 

smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church as your charity of choice.  

There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches 

listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct 

your donation to support our church. Thank you! 

 

2020 OSLC Directories  
Directory photoshoot is scheduled for 

April 2020. If you would like to be a part 

of the directory committee and help 

organize the layout of the directory, please 

let me know soon.     Garin 

The Gathering Place 

At Sons of Norway 

Beginning July 4 

The Gathering Place will be held at Sons of 

Norway Hall in Stanwood when the construction 

renders the church kitchen out of use. This will    

be annnounced through the church bulletin, but 

expected to be July. Our Saviour’s will host 

Gathering Place on July 18. Volunteers may 

contact me if they are interested in helping on that 

date.                               Barbara Christoferon 

Free to a good home! 

In anticipation of our remodeling project, our 

Fellowship Hall piano needs to be relocated to 

a loving home, as soon as possible! 

Please call the church office if interested. 

It must be out of the Fellowship Hall by 

Wednesday, July 3. 

First come, first served. 

 

We Can’t Find Our “Favorite” Bowls 

Two medium-sized metal bowls seem to be gone 
from our kitchen. They were used often! 

If you have seen them, please let us know. 



July 4th Pancake Breakfast  
Benefitting Stilly Valley Youth Dynamics 

7 a.m.-11 a.m. at Haller Park in Arlington.   

Only $7 gets you pancakes, eggs, sausage, 

toppings and drinks.  Proceeds support students 

going on YD adventure trips this summer!   

We need volunteers to join our students as 

well.  If you can help, arrive at Haller Park 

between 5:30- 6 a.m. to help serve.  Contact area 

director Jessica Ronhaar for more information at 

425-879-7633     or check out Stilly Valley YD 

on Facebook or Instagram. 

Joe Wiederhold 

Program Manager, The Spot 

Stilly Valley Youth Dynamics 

jwiederhold@yd.org 

July 19, 2019 
4 PM — 7 PM 

Free Admission — Donations Accepted 
Food, Bouncy House, 

Face Painting, Vendor Booths,  
Beer Garden, Music, Giveaways 

 

Please join in celebrating  

Erik and Anna Ronning’s 

25th Wedding Anniversary 

with 

“Music and Memories” 

 on Sunday, July 28th, 

 at 2 p.m. in the  

OSLC sanctuary. 

No gifts, please. 



Our Loving Sympathy... 
Condolences to the Larry and Jessica Sande family on the passing of 

Steve Sande. A memorial service will be held at Our Saviour’s 

Lutheran on Saturday, June 29, at :00 p.m. 

Condolences to Julie Freeman and family in the loss of her husband  

Ken Freeman on June 17. A memorial service will be held at Our 

Saviour’s Lutheran on Saturday, July 13, at 11:00 a.m. 

Please Pray for... 
Annette Bowden and family in the loss of her brother, Loren 

Gilbertson; Diana Wallin; Del Larson; Arlene McKellar; Cindy and 

Ron Taggart-Deffinbaugh; Betty Christoferson; Pr. Jerry Hefty; David 

Waltier (friend of Jon and Jane King); Sue Reiter, Hailey Dolmseth 

and Joyce Williams (friends of Cindy Chester); Steve Dams; George 

and Joyce Zeigen; Michelle Rockwood; Marilynn Thompson (sister of 

Amy Thompson); Pat Hayenga (friend of Dee Jonson); Paul Ringstad 

(brother of Judy Anderson); Joyce Perry (friend of Amy Thompson); 

Ray and Sandy Erps; Gary Schreiner; Paul Walderhaug; Lois DeBoer; 

Marylee and Leon Sams; Judy Anderson; Miles (son of April Russell); 

Taylor Peterson (granddaughter of Willy and Sonni Blom); Marlene 

Schuster; Kent and Marina Fosnes (son and daughter-in-law of Sue 

Fosnes); Leslie Krippaehne; Alex Megyery; Emily McGlinchy (sister 

of Jeb); Sandi Torrez; Jo Hoag; Jim Neher; Emily Brower (friend of 

Angela Libengood); Steve Bodnar (friend of Kathy Beauchamp); 

Lauren Pickens; John Gedstad (brother of Alex Gedstad); Don Hickey 

(brother of Barb Sickler); Pat Jones; Wayne Larson; Al Orsland; Kip 

Gibson and family; Kenny Yoder (nephew of Donna Cook); Marilyn 

Shipley; Ric Shallow; Doris Hatlen; John White; Jim Woodward 

(Charlie Sylling’s nephew); Eldon Allen; Gretchen Orsland 

Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran  

Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach 

residents, Government and Community Leaders 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare for worship: 

July 7, 2019 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 66:10-14 

Psalm 66:1-7 

Galatians 6:1-10, 14-18 

Luke 10:1-20 

July 14, 2019 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Leviticus (18:1-5) 19:8-18 

Psalm 41 

Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25-37 

July 21, 2019 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 18:1-10a (10b-14) 

Psalm 27:(1-6) 7-14 

Colossians 1:21-29 

Luke 10:38-42 

July 28 2019 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 18:(17-19) 20-33 

Psalm 138 

Colossians 2:6-14 (16-19) 

Luke 11:1-13 

Altar Flowers in Summer 

Having celebrated Pentecost-the coming of the Holy Spirit-the church enters the  

Season After Pentecost which extends through the summer and ends in November.   

The liturgical color for the season is green which symbolizes the growth and life of the 

church. For altar flower arrangers this means all colors of flowers can be used and how 

fortunate we are as we incorporate flowers grown locally during the summertime. 

If you are thinking of celebrating a special occasion of honoring a loved one, please consider a donation to the 

Altar Flower fund. All you need to do is sign up on the chart in the narthex and drop a check for $30.00 in the 

offering. Many thanks for your support! 

Candyce Sylling  

Lina Richert 

Prayer Time  
Sunday Mornings, 8 AM 

Every Sunday folks gather 

from 8—8:30 a.m. in the new 

meeting room for a time of 

intentional prayer before our 

first worship service. Anyone 

is welcome — just drop in 

when you can. If you have 

questions please contact 

Pastor Mark or Cindy T-D. 
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Change Service Requested 

Our thanks to Randy Zielsdorf for sharing 

this beautiful picture of Our Saviour’s 

July 2019 

Summer Sundays at JAM CaféSummer Sundays at JAM Café  

Children 4-years-old through grade 
5 are invited to be part of 
Illustrated Creation on Sundays at 
10:15 a.m. Through art and Bible 
stories we will be focusing on the 
goodness of God's creation. Older 
students are welcome to join us to 
lend a helping hand!  

Volunteers are needed to present 
the lesson and the art each Sunday. 
We need at least two adults in the 
room at all times, so find a partner 
and have some fun for a Sunday or 
two with our young people. Contact 
Becky Wietzke (360-722-4377) for 
more information. 


