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“Free Stuff”

his past weekend, I had a clear goal in mind. Clean out the clutter in the garage so that I could park my
truck inside. This was one major goal. After remodeling downstairs, cleaning out the closets, storing
the kids’ extra belongings and accumulating all of my needless treasures, I didn’t know how long this
cleaning effort would take. But systematically, bit by bit, I began to see some daylight. I didn’t want to waste
time with a garage sale, so I simply put my unwanted junk, I mean treasures, out by the street with a sign that
said, “Free”. I even put a broken lawnmower out there as well as retro, antique, old and just plain old cheap
trinkets.
It was amazing to watch the items disappear, one by one. Usually it happened when I left the house. Each time
I would return home, another item would be gone. I’m not sure if they would have disappeared if I would have
had a price tag on them. But with their being “free”, people were willing to take them home with them.
It’s interesting to read the final words in the Bible. Revelation 22:17 states, “The Spirit and the Bride say,
“Come!” And let them who hear say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let them come, and whoever wishes, let
them take the free gift of the water of life.”
So why is it that so many people are willing to take my free junk out along the road, but when it comes to the
free gift of salvation, so many hesitate to take it home with them? Is it because they think that there is a price
associated with it? Certainly, people need to know that there was a steep price associated with this free gift of
eternal life – but that price was paid by Jesus Christ, suffering on the cross, bearing the sins of the world. And
yes, there is a price to be paid on our part, that we would surrender our selfish ways and live in step with God.
But doesn’t that supposed price become a privilege as we experience a spirit-filled life providing us with
greater purpose, meaning, love and the reality of eternity?
Or does the basic truth smack us in the face that most people don’t really care and really are not that interested
in spiritual things?
Barna Research tells us that the opposite is true. That your average Joe, driving down our streets, is indeed
interested in spiritual things. So what gives?
Perhaps people just do not know about this free gift of God described in the Bible and delivered through Jesus
Christ. So, if someone stopped in front of your house and was picking up an old, used water hose with a
mashed end that says “free”, and happened to ask you, out of curiosity, about the free gift of Jesus Christ –
would you have something to offer him/her?
A few weeks ago, one of our members was with a co-worker, and they had a conversation about Jesus. He
texted me after the conversation that night and was so excited as he shared, “He didn’t know anything about
Christianity, and I knew what to say.”
This is why we are continuing Connexion into June – so that we can continue to learn simple ways to respond
to honest questions when people ask. Perhaps it will not be a stranger by the road, but your son or daughter at
the kitchen table or your grandchild at bedtime. The gift that Jesus has freely given us, let us freely give. And
may it be our privilege to pass on the truth that indeed, the price has already been paid!
Connexion, Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
And If interested, I still have some free stuff out by the road! Feel free to stop on by!
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
1 Peter 3:15

In Christ, Pastor Mark
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STAFF

First service is looking for folks who wish to sing
or play an instrument for special music at the 8:45
a.m. traditional service this summer. During June,
July and August the choir takes a break, so this is a
wonderful time for others to share their musical
talent. Please contact Connie Ronning at 360-6293134 if you are interested.

Pastor: Mark Bankson
Office Secretary: Linda Hammer
Treasurer: Sheri Durham
Director of Student and Family Ministries: Alex Abdallah
Contemporary Worship Coordinator: Steve Dams
Choir Director: Erik Ronning
Organist: Marylee Sams
Music Coordinator: Connie Ronning
Custodian: Duane Holtmann
Technician: Sharon Hanson
Preschool Director: Jaimi McCall

If you are not receiving our emails or newsletter,
please write your name, email and address on one
of the yellow cards in the pews and place it in the
offering – we will add you to the list.

Office email:
oslcstanwood@frontier.com
Pastor email: bankson42@aol.com
Website:
http://www.oursaviourschurch.org

We send out emails during the month alerting you
to upcoming events, information and prayer
concerns. Pastor Mark

Contact us at:
360.629.3767 or 360.629.3772
Church Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday, 9 AM—3 PM

Are You Receiving our Churchwide
emails and Monthly Newsletter?

If You Are Away this Summer…
Please contact the church office if you plan to be
away for an extended time, so that we may hold
your newsletter until you return. This will save
postage costs. Also, make sure you keep the
office updated with any address or phone number
changes. Thank you!

Remember to Check our Website
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 a.m.
Altar Communion 1st Sunday
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday
Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 a.m.
Altar Communion 1st Sunday
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday
Nursery is available during worship

Don’t forget to check the website,
http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,
for information and events—we’re trying our best
to keep things current.
If you are part of some church activity or event
and the information isn’t there or isn’t current,
please provide updates to Annette Bowden
(am.annette@gmail.com). Also, if you take
pictures of some activities and have permission
from the people photographed to post them on the
website send them along.

Summer Sundays at JAM Café
Children 4-years-old
through grade 5 are
invited to be part of
Illustrated Creation on
Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Through art and Bible
stories we will be
focusing on the
goodness of God's creation. Older students
are welcome to join us to lend a helping
hand!
Volunteers are needed to present the
lesson and the art each Sunday. We need at
least two adults in the room at all times, so
find a partner and have some fun for a
Sunday or two with our young people.
Contact Becky Wietzke (360-722-4377)
for more information.

Save these Dates!
VBS 2019
Wednesday—Friday, June 26-28
“ROAR ‒ LIFE IS WILD, GOD IS GOOD”

VBS at Our Saviour's will be held
June 26-28 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for
students who are four-years-old
through those entering grade 5. Each
day will be packed with Bible stories,
faith experiences, art, music, drama,
and play as we celebrate God's
protection and love with an African
safari theme. A snack and light lunch
will be served.
Middle and high school students and
adults may participate as volunteers in
a number of areas. These are listed on
the registration site. Our goal is to
share the Gospel in a fun and engaging
way for the children of our community,
and many hands are needed. Please
consider volunteering for the full three
days or for part of the time. Volunteers
over 18 years of age will need to
complete a background check through
the church office prior to being
approved for participation.
Students and volunteers may register
on-line at vbspro.events/p/262efa.
Contact Becky Wietzke (360-722-4377
or rawietzke@yahoo.com) for more
information or questions.

Faith and Film
Tuesday

HILLTOPPERS

Join us on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:00
p.m. as we look at films through the lens of
spirituality. Movies are a prevalent part of today's
society, and many secular films contain Christian
themes including: faith, spirituality, forgiveness,
hope, and redemption. Watch your Sunday bulletin
announcements for the film title for June. We
invite you to watch the movie ahead of time and
join us for dinner and discussion.
Hosted by Nate and Elsa Schwartz, at their home:
45 S. Sunrise Blvd, Camano Island.
Please RSVP so we know how much food to
prepare (elsacarlisle@msn.com or 206-714-7717).

Hey Hilltoppers! Yes, that’s You!! If you are in
your 40’s or 50’s (ish) – then you are counted to
be among the Hilltoppers of Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church! We’ve had two gatherings so
far. The first at Amigo’s restaurant and the
second held at the church. We’ve had great
turnouts and now this will be our third
gathering.
You all are invited to George and Joyce
Zeigen’s home on Sunday, June 2, 2019 at 4
p.m. for a BBQ and chat about fellowship,
family, faith and discuss thoughts about future
gatherings. George and Joyce will provide
burgers and hot dogs, if others can bring buns,
side dishes, and or other essentials for a
summertime party – that would be great. It will
be a relaxed atmosphere and a time to connect
with one another. Mark it on your calendar and
give Joyce a heads up. See you soon!!
Please RSVP at geojoys@gmail.com or
text 360-631-2213.
Address: 26327 64th Ave. NW, Stanwood.

Van Trips

GROW (God Renewing Our Women)

June 25, 6:00pm

Friday, June 7, at 10:30 AM
Lunch in Concrete
Blast from the Past in Sedro Woolley

June 11, 6:30 PM at the church
Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at
6:30 p.m. as we explore a study on Genesis:
Jen Wilkin’s God of Creation.
All women are invited to join in this engaging
look at the first book of the Bible, the start of the
promise that leads us to Jesus. Contact Elsa
Schwartz (206-714-7717) or Becky Wietzke (360
-722-4377) for questions or more infomation.

Friday, June 28, at 8:30 AM
Whale Watching $69 per person
Reservations needed by May 29!

Men’s Fraternity

Please see the sign-up sheets in the narthex.
Questions? Call Robin Erickson,
360-941-1593.

Men’s Fraternity meets on Tuesday mornings at
7:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Breakfast is
served at 7:00 with our study to follow. Please
join us. All men are welcome.

The origin of Father's Day
One Sunday in 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd
listened to a sermon honoring mothers. Her
mother had died some years before, so her
father had raised her by himself. Dodd
wondered why there wasn’t a day to honor
fathers, so she arranged a tribute to her father
at a church in Spokane, Washington. The date
was June 19, 1910. Many people believe this
was the beginning of Father’s Day.
Another account holds that a West Virginia
church held a tribute service for fathers in 1908,
following a mine explosion that killed 360 men.
Regardless of which story is correct, President
Calvin Coolidge was the first president to
designate a special day to honor fathers. In
1924, he proclaimed the third Sunday in June
as Father’s Day.

2020 OSLC Directories
Directory photoshoot is scheduled for
April 2020. If you would like to be a part
of the directory committee and help
organize the layout of the directory, please
let me know soon.
Garin Haskins

2019 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes are available in the church
office for anyone, member or friend, who would
like to participate in the financial contributions to
our congregation.

Amazon Smile
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at no cost to
you. When making purchases at Amazon, login at
smile.amazon.com, select Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church as your charity of choice.
There are many Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches
listed, be sure to look for Stanwood, WA to direct
your donation to support our church. Thank you!

Sunday Coffee Hour Volunteers
Sunday morning coffee time, between
services, is a great time to get together with
your friends from either service, and a
wonderful time to greet new people!

For fathers and other good and
faithful men in our lives, we
give you thanks, O Father-God.

Many enjoy having a cup of hot
coffee, or other beverage, and a
little treat. We need your help.
Please consider volunteering to
prepare for this fellowship time.
Many hands make lighter work for everyone.
Please sign up on the 2019 sign-up sheet in the
kitchen, or you may call the office or Lina Richert,
360-387-4400.

Anniversary of the Gathering Place

Gathering Place Dinners

As year number 15 approaches in June, we would
like to reflect on the history of the Gathering Place
ministry.
What began in 2005 as the Soup Kitchen, a
brainchild of five local church youth directors
known as the Youth Roundtable, was a search for
providing a service to our community and way to
involve our youth in this vision. A Thursday night
dinner for those in need began with Our Saviour’s
Lutheran agreeing to provide the space for this
ministry.
At the onset, 3-5 people would be served a dinner
in our Fireside Room. As numbers increased,
additional churches joined in, and the event
became a popular safe place to eat, socialize,
develop relationships and share community
information. The name became The Gathering
Place. There are ten churches rotating each
Thursday preparing, cooking, and serving a
nutritious complete meal to 60-80 people.
Doors open at 3:30 p.m. and coffee is on. Cooks
and guests arrive and the meal begins at 5:30 p.m.
with a blessing, and is served until 6:30 p.m. with
cleanup done by 7:00 p.m. Leftover food is
offered to guests, some is taken to homebound
familoy and friends. Many positive comments
abound regarding the food, the caring and
commitment of the church groups, and loving and
safe environment.
Other groups have offered to help, but it remains
in the hands of the churches as a joyous, christcentered ministry for our community.
Anyone is welcome. Please come and visit when
you can. Please direct any questions and offers of
help to Barbara Christoferson at 360-629-4422 or
kenandbarbara@wavecable.com
Our Saviour’s will serve next on Thursday, June 6,
2019. Thank you and blessings to all.

Next Opportunity to Serve…

The next Gathering Place serving opportunity for
OSLC is Thursday, June 6, 2019. Please let me
know if you are interested in helping on that date.
It is prep at 4:00 p.m., dinner at 5:30—6:30 p.m.,
and then cleanup. It is such a blessing to serve this
important ministry to our community.
Barbara Christoferson

Thank You from Housing Hope
Thank you again for your support of our
Voices of Hope Concert, a total of
$10,725.69 was raised to provide
maintenance and support, and pantry
supplies for Lervick Family Village and
Lincoln Hill Family Village in Stanwood. You
have made a difference in the lives of our Housing
Hope families.
Dee Jonson

LCMC Conflict Resolution
Workshop

Saturday, June 1, 9:30 a.m.‒2:30 p.m.
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church
Our LCMC Association has asked us to host
this Conflict Resolution Workshop for our area
churches. This workshop is designed to help you
learn about yourself in conflict as well as steps
to forgiveness and reconciliation from a biblical
perspective. The workshop is fast-moving,
hands-on, and relevant. Pastor Perry Fruhling,
Coordinator for Pastoral Ministry for LCMC, is
the presenter and the workshop is being offered
regionally throughout the United States.
Cost is $15, payable to OSLC. Please make
payment by Thursday, May 30th.

July 19, 2019
4 PM — 7 PM

Altar Flowers
Thank you very much to all who donate funds
for altar flowers. Because no funds for flowers
are designated in the regular church budget, we
depend on donations and in the summer we use
flowers from our own gardens.
Please consider honoring a loved one or a
special occasion by donating flowers for the
altar. Add your name to the calendar in the
narthex and put a check for $30.00 in the
offering.
With grateful thanks for your continued support
of flowers to the glory of God,
Lina Richert and Candace Spong.

Our Prayers continue for..
Cindy and Ron Taggart-Deffinbaugh; Betty Christoferson; David
Waltier (friend of Jon and Jane King); Pr. Jerry Hefty; Loren
Gilbertson (brother of Annette Bowden); Sue Reiter, Hailey Dolmseth
and Joyce Williams (friends of Cindy Chester); Steve Dams; George
and Joyce Zeigen; Michelle Rockwood; Marilynn Thompson (sister of
Amy Thompson); Pat Hayenga (friend of Dee Jonson); Paul Ringstad
(brother of Judy Anderson); Joyce Perry (friend of Amy Thompson);
Ray and Sandy Erps; Gary Schreiner; Paul Walderhaug; Lois DeBoer;
Marylee and Leon Sams; Judy Anderson; Ken Freeman; Emily Sylling
(daughter of Charlie and Candyce); Miles (son of April Russell);
Taylor Peterson (granddaughter of Willy and Sonni Blom); Marlene
Schuster; Kent and Marina Fosnes (son and daughter-in-law of Sue
Fosnes); Leslie Krippaehne; Alex Megyery; Emily McGlinchy (sister
of Jeb); Sandi Torrez; Jo Hoag; Jim Neher; Emily Brower (friend of
Angela Libengood); Steve Bodnar (friend of Kathy Beauchamp);
Lauren Pickens; John Gedstad (brother of Alex Gedstad); Don Hickey
(brother of Barb Sickler); Pat Jones; Wayne Larson; Al Orsland; Kip
Gibson and family; Kenny Yoder (nephew of Donna Cook); Marilyn
Shipley; Ray Erps; Ric Shallow; Doris Hatlen; John White; Jim
Woodward (Charlie Sylling’s nephew); Eldon Allen; Gretchen
Orsland
Pastor Mark, OSLC Staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach
residents, Government and Community Leaders
Please help us keep our prayer list current
by contacting the office with updates.

Prayer Time
in the Study
Sunday Mornings, 8 AM
Every Sunday folks gather
from 8—8:30 a.m. in the
Study for a time of intentional
prayer before our first worship
service. Anyone is welcome
— just drop in when you can.
If you have questions please
contact Pastor Mark or Cindy
T-D.

Scripture Texts
To better prepare for worship:
June 2, 2019
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:12-26
Psalm 133
Revelation 22:1-6 (7-11) 12-20
John 17:20-26

June 9, 2019
Day of Pentecost
Genesis 11:1-9
Psalm 143
Acts 2:1-21
John 14:23-31

June 16, 2019
The Holy Trinity
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8
Acts 2:14a, 22-36
John 8:48-59

June 23, 2019
Second Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 65:1-9
Psalm 3
Galatians 3:23—4:7
Luke 8:26-39

June 30, 2019
Third Sunday after Pentecost
I Kings 19:9b-21
Psalm 16
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62
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June ConneXion – “Cold Case Christianity”
June 5, 12, 19

Dinner and Adult Study

6—8 PM

In June, we will be discussing J. Warner Wallace’s DVD series based upon his
book, Cold-Case Christianity. For the first 35 years of his life, Wallace was a
devout atheist. He thought, “How can you believe a claim made about an event in
the distant past for which there is little forensic evidence?” Then Wallace realized
something. Christianity was a lot like the cold cases he solved as a homicide
detective – cold cases that turned out to have enough evidence, eyewitnesses and
records to solve. When Wallace applied his skills as an expert detective to the
assertions of the New Testament, he came to a startling realization: the case for
Christianity was as convincing as any case he’d ever worked as a detective. Are you convinced regarding
the case for Christ? Most of us would answer yes, but would be able to explain why you are convinced?
That’s where most of us would stumble for words. Wallace motivates us to move from an “accidental
faith” to an “examined” faith, or in his words, a “forensic faith”. Join us as we take a closer look at
Wallace’s personal journey toward Christianity and his investigation into the claims of the Gospels. We
have much to learn from Wallace and his forensic faith.
I guarantee that you will come away with greater confidence in the Christian faith you accepted as a child
and perhaps be able to share with greater certainty the evidence surrounding the Truth of Jesus Christ.

