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“A Suitcase packed with Faith, Hope and Love!”
Pastor John Piper tells this story;
Roger Simmons was hitchhiking his way home. He would never forget the date - May 7th.
His heavy suitcase was making him tired and he was anxious to take off that army uniform
once and for all. Flashing the thumb to the oncoming car, he lost hope when he saw it was
a black, sleek new Cadillac. To his surprise the car stopped.
The passenger door swung open. He ran toward the car, tossed his suitcase in the back and
thanked the handsome, well-dressed man as he slid into the front seat. "Going home for keeps?"
"Sure am." "Well, you're in luck if you're going to Chicago." "Not quite that far - do you live in
Chicago?" "I have a business there, the driver said. My name is Hamilton."
They chatted for a while, and then Roger, a Christian, felt a compulsion to share his faith with this
fiftyish, apparently successful business man. But he kept putting it off, till he realized that he was now
just 30 minutes from his home. It was now or never.
"Mr. Hamilton, I would like to talk to you about something very important." Then he simply told Mr.
Hamilton about the plan of salvation and ultimately asked him if he would like to receive Jesus as his
savior and Lord.
The Cadillac pulled over to the side of the road. Roger expected that he was about to get thrown out of
the car. Instead, the businessman bowed his head and received Christ, then thanked Roger. "This is the
greatest thing that has ever happened to me."
Five years went by. Roger married, had a couple of kids and a business of his own. Packing his suitcase
for a trip to Chicago he found a small white business card that had been given to him by Hamilton five
years previous. In Chicago, he looked up Hamilton enterprises. The receptionist told him that it was
impossible to see Mr. Hamilton, but he could see Mrs. Hamilton. A little confused, he was ushered into a
beautiful office where he found himself facing a keen-eyed woman in her fifties.
She extended her hand, "You knew my husband?" Roger told her about how Hamilton had picked him
up while he was hitchhiking home after the war. "Can you tell me what day that was?" "Sure it was May
7th, five years ago, the day I was discharged from the army."
"Anything special about that day," she asked. He hesitated, not knowing if he should mention how he
shared the message of Jesus with her husband. "Mrs. Hamilton, I explained the gospel to your husband
that day. He pulled over to the side of the road and wept against the steering wheel. He gave his life to
Christ that day." Explosive sobs shook her body. Finally getting a grip on herself, she sobbed, "I had
prayed for my husband's salvation for years. I believed God would save him."
"Where is your husband, Ruby?" "He's gone. He was in a car crash after he let you out of the car. He
never got home. You see, I thought God had not kept his promise. I stopped living for God five years
ago because I thought God had not kept his word!"
A suitcase packed with faith, hope and love! What’s in your wallet?
In Christ, Pastor Mark

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
of Stanwood

Pastor Mark’s Sunday morning sermon series,
“What’s in Your Suitcase?”,
will continue through March 3rd.

1876 — 2019
Street Address:
27201 99th Ave. NW
Stanwood, WA 98292
Mailing Address:
P. O. Box 370
Stanwood, WA 98292

STAFF

New Member Classes Begin
Sunday Mornings, February 3, 10 and 17
11:30 AM — following second service
Please contact Pastor Mark or the office if you
have any questions and/or plan to attend.

Pastor: Mark Bankson
Office Secretary: Linda Hammer
Treasurer: Sheri Durham
Contemporary Worship Coordinator: Steve Dams
Choir Director: Erik Ronning
Organist: Marylee Sams
Music Coordinator: Connie Ronning
Custodian: Duane Holtmann
Technician: Sharon Hanson
Preschool Director: Jaimi McCall
Office email:
oslcstanwood@frontier.com
Pastor email: bankson42@aol.com
Website:
http://www.oursaviourschurch.org

Contact us at:
360.629.3767 or 360.629.3772
Church Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday, 9 AM—3 PM

Are You Receiving our Churchwide
emails and Monthly Newsletter?
If you are not receiving our emails or newsletter,
please write your name, email and address on one
of the white cards in the pews and place it in the
offering – we will add you to the list.
We send out emails during the month alerting you
to upcoming events, information and prayer
concerns. Pastor Mark
*Also, if you no longer use your landline, please
let us know a cell phone number, or good contact
number. Thank you! Linda/Office

Remember to Check our Website
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 a.m.
Altar Communion 1st Sunday
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday
Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 a.m.
Altar Communion 1st Sunday
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday
Nursery is available during worship
for your childcare needs.

Don’t forget to check the website,
http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,
for information and events—we’re trying our best
to keep things current.
If you are part of some church activity or event
and the information isn’t there or isn’t current,
please provide updates to Annette Bowden
(am.annette@gmail.com). Also, if you take
pictures of some activities and have permission
from the people photographed to post them on the
website send them along.

Parish Hall Remodel Project Update

Worship and Music Meeting

January, 2019
Good progress has been
made since our last
Newsletter. Members of the
Remodel Committee have
met three times. Two times
with Designs Northwest.
Our last meeting was Friday, January 11, at which
time we gave them the committee’s final decision
on all aspects of the remodel design. They will
now reach out to a well known local General
Contractor who will give us an initial cost estimate
of the project. This will take a couple of weeks to
complete as many sub contractor’s will have to
visit our project to do their costing. When the
Committee receives the cost estimates they will
review all aspects of the design costs and decide
when to present the project to the entire
congregation. The Committee plans to hold a
special meeting covering the entire projects design,
estimated costs, potential fund raising ideas, and
reach out for Congregation approval.
Many have asked about estimated timing of
construction. Our best opportunities would be
during the summer months when Pre-School has
ended. We will cover this timing issue more
accurately during the special Congregation
meeting.
In the meantime, please be patient with the
Committee as they are working hard putting all
aspects of this project together.
We all want to be proud of what we have at the
completion.
Best Regards.
Marv Hansen
Committee Chairperson

Sunday, February 24, 11:30 AM
New Meeting Room

Coffee Hour Volunteers
The new 2019 sign-up sheet is in the
kitchen now. It is nice to have a little
snack or cookie and a cup of coffee
and visit with others. It is also helpful
to have someone set up and clean up.
Please sign up on the sign-up sheet, or
call the office or Lina Richert, 360-387-4400.

Van Trip
Monday, February 4, 9:30 AM
Bryant to the Border on Highway 9
Please see the sign-up sheet in the narthex.
Questions?
Call Robin Erickson, 360-941-1593

2019 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes are available in the
church office for anyone, member or
friend, who would like to participate
in the financial contributions to our
congregation.

The Caring Place
Greetings from The Caring Place and happy new
year. In 2018 we served over 5500 people and at
the Christmas House in December we helped to
serve 1125 children. We are now accepting
donations for The Caring Place. Items may be left
in the red box in the Fellowship Hall or brought
directly to the house on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
We are scheduled to open Feruary 5. The wishlist
item for February is shampoo; please consider
donating a couple bottles in addition to your
regular donations.
God bless and thank you so much. There are
volunteer opportunities available. For
information , contact Mardi at 360-913-1551.

Our Sunday School Needs You!

February Tissue Drive

Your gifts and talents are needed to share the
Gospel with children! If you have an interest in
crafts, storytelling, music, games, or special
events, J.A.M. Café and Little Eden are the
places for you! Little Eden (for children ages
3-preschool) and J.A.M. Café (students
kindergarten through grade 5) meet every
Sunday at 10:15 a.m. during the second worship
service. We are looking for volunteers to join us
according to their time and interests. This does
not need to be an every Sunday commitment;
you may wish to volunteer during a particular
month or for several weeks in a row.
The Christian education of children is a duty and
a blessing, one which we are called to through
the words of Jesus..."Let the children come to
Me and forbid them not, for of such is the
Kingdom of Heaven." Our curriculum, "Digging
Into Discipleship", provides everything a
volunteer needs to be successful. It is a creative,
hand-on approach to bringing the Word of God
to children and to preparing them to be disciples
of Jesus.
If you are interested in joining this important
ministry, please contact Becky Wietzke (360722-4377 or rawietzke@yahoo.com). For safety
and legal reasons, we need at least two adults in
rooms with children at all times. Volunteers also
need to complete the background check forms in
the church office.

MOT (Mission Outreach Team) is choosing
February as the “Caring for our Local
Schools” month. We will be collecting
boxes of tissue throughout the month
of February for all the Stanwood
school classrooms, and for our own
OSL Preschool! Please put your
donations in the narthex. You may also write a
check to OSLC, designating the “February Tissue
Drive”. Supplies will be distributed to the schools
in early March.

Stanwood High School presents:
“Little Mermaid”
The “Little Mermaid” runs March 8, 9, 14, 15 and 16
at Stanwood High School in PAC Auditorium, at
7:00 p.m.
Tickets are available at the door: $9 for adults, and $8
for students.
Performers involved who have connections to OSLC
include Gabby Kunzman, Kaitlyn Reid, and Kristen
Ronning.

OSL Mission Quilters

Martha Circle

OSL Mission quilters will meet Tuesday Februry
5th, 19th, and 26th in the Fireside Room from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please bring a sack lunch if
staying for the day. Coffee is provided. Any
questions or to confirm the schedule, call Marilyn
Templeton at 360-629-4779.

2019 Women’s Retreat

Wednesday, February 13, 1:00 PM
Martha Circle will gather on Wednesday, February
13th, at 1:00p.m. in the Fireside /Room. A dessert
fellowship will be followed by a business meeting
and the study, “Glory In Him”, chapter 12, page 71
in our Living in Jesus study guide. All ladies are
invied to attend.
Contact Elsie Pritchard, 360-629-3940.

When: Wednesday, October 2 — Friday, October 4, 2019
Where: Rainbow Lodge in North Bend
www.rainbowlodge.org

We will be studying the movie, “The Shack”.
Please contact Irene Nelson to rigister. Additional
information will be coming soon!
nelsonimp@msn.com or call 206-949-1435

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study
Our new study is “God of the Covenant”. Books
are available on Wednesday mornings, or in the
church office.
Contact Kathy Beauchamp, 360-387-0120.

GROW (God Renewing Our Women)
February 12, 6:30 PM at the church
Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at
6:30 p.m. as we explore a study on Genesis:
Jen Wilkin’s God of Creation.
All women are invited to join in this engaging
look at the first book of the Bible, the start of the
promise that leads us to Jesus. Contact Elsa
Schwartz (206-714-7717) or Becky Wietzke (360722-4377) for questions or more infomation.

Stephen Ministry
Recognition and Celebration on Sunday, February 17th
Stephen Ministry is offered at Our Saviour’s for anyone who would like help in dealing with a difficult
situation. Maybe it’s the death of a loved one, or the loss of a job, or a medical situation, or a feeling of
loneliness or sadness. If you would like to talk with someone about the possibility of a confidential
relationship with one of our trained Stephen Ministers, please contact the church office, Pastor Mark, or a
Stephen Leader: Annette Bowden, Tom Curtis, Carol Curtis.
On Sunday, February 17, our Stephen Ministers will serve as ushers, greeters, readers and communion
assistants at both services. This is in recognition and celebration of three years of providing this care-giving
ministry in our church. Fourteen people began fifty hours of training in September, 2015., and were ready to
meet with care receivers in February, 2016. Recently we welcomed a new member, Candace Spong, who was
trained in Stephen Ministry in another location.
Stephen Ministry is an example of change, from the church of the past where caregiving ministry began and
ended with the pastoral staff, to the church of the future where trained lay people expand the amount of quality
caregiving pastors and congregations can provide.

Care Team??? Or Stephen Minister???
At Our Saviour’s, we are so blessed to have an active Care Team and 15 trained Stephen Ministers. Why do we need both?
What’s the difference? Maybe this will help to distinguish between the two ministries.
If you’ve suffered the loss of a loved one and are finding
it difficult to cope…
If you need a ride to a doctor’s appointment…
If you need someone to bring meals for a day or so
while you recover from a medical situation…
If you have become the care giver for your spouse or
parent and are finding it difficult to continue…
If you are the caregiver for your spouse and you need to
arrange an occasional ride to the doctor…
If you have been diagnosed with a serious illness and
you don’t want to burden your family with your worries
and concerns, but you really would like to have
someone to talk with in a confidential setting…
If you are temporarily house-bound and you need
someone to bring you a few groceries or pick up a
prescription…
If you or someone you know could benefit from an
occasional phone call, email, or card to help cheer them
up or just keep in touch…
If you need to have a minor repair done to your home
and you need some help…

Ask for a Stephen Minister to meet with you to listen,
care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and
spiritual support. Men are paired with men; women with
women
A member of the Care Team can help
A member of the Care Team can help
Ask for a Stephen Minister to meet with you to listen,
care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and
spiritual support.
A member of the Care Team can help
Ask for a Stephen Minister to meet with you to listen,
care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and
spiritual support.
A member of the Care Team can help
A member of the Care Team can help
A member of the Care Team can help

How do you arrange for help from a Care Team member? Call….
Linda, in the office at 360-629-3767, and our Care Team coordinator will get someone to assist you.
How do you receive help from a Stephen Minister? Call one of the four Stephen Leaders (see below) and arrange a time
to meet with one of them to find out more about the Stephen Ministry program and see how it might be a blessing to you.

Annette Bowden: (H)360-548-8513 (C)509-531-4510 am.annette@gmail.com
Carol Curtis: (H)360-387-1189 (C)206-271-8535 curtisct@wavecable.com
Tom Curtis: (H)360-387-1189 (C)206-271-8536 curtisct@wavecable.com
Pastor Mark: 360-629-3767

Would you like to become part of our Prayer Chain at OSLC? What is it? Well, it’s a group of our members
who, when called, will uphold others in prayer. They don’t gather to do this, but in their own homes will be
praying for those of us who have a need. When a need arises, a call comes in to Linda, in the office, and she
calls the first name on the list. Whatever information that person wishes to share with their prayer request will
be passed along to each of the prayer warriors. We welcome calls, too, to know when prayers have been
answered.
If you’d like to be added to the chain, or if you have a prayer request, it all starts with a call to Linda
(629-3767).
“For where two or three gather in my name,
there am I with them.”
Matthew 18:20

Altar Flowers
Thank you for your support of Altar Flowers in 2018. We
were blessed with contributions and donations that enabled
us to provide flowers all year long. We look forward to an
equally bountiful year in 2019.
You are welcome to sign up on the Flower Calendar in the
narthex to honor a loved one or celebrate an important life
event. Lina or Candace will arrange the flowers for the altar;
your donation of $30.00 to cover the cost of flowers is
greatly appreciated.
Lina Richert and Candace Spong

Our prayers and condolences to...
The family and friends of Don Tangen.
The family and friends of Duane Butler.
Dan Norris and family, in the loss of Dan’s mother.

Our Prayers continue for..
Mary Clegg (mother of Joyce Zeigen); Ray and Sandy Erps; Fran
Glaspy; Gary Schreiner; Paul Walderhaug; Michelle Rockwood; Lois
DeBoer; Marylee and Leon Sams; Judy Anderson; Ken Freeman;
Emily Sylling (daughter of Charlie and Candyce); Audrey Angevine,
Rod and Mary McDonald, and Cliff Larson (friends of Pat Lund);
Cindy and Ron Taggart-Deffinbaugh; Dale Tetlow; Kent and Marina
Fosnes (son and daughter-in-law of Sue Fosnes); Leslie Krippaehne;
Alex Megyery; Jon Buse (friend of Darlene Hofbauer); Emily
McGlinchy (sister of Jeb); Sandi Torrez; Jo Hoag; Jim Neher; Emily
Brower (friend of Angela Libengood); Steve Bodnar (friend of Kathy
Beauchamp); Lauren Pickens; Steve Dams; John Gedstad (brother of
Alex Gedstad); Don Hickey (brother of Barb Sickler); Pat Jones;
Wayne Larson; Al Orsland; Kip Gibson and family; Kenny Yoder
(nephew of Donna Cook); Marilyn Shipley; Ray Erps; Ric Shallow;
Doris Hatlen; John White; Jim Woodward (Charlie Sylling’s nephew);
Eldon Allen; Gretchen Orsland
Pastor Mark, OSLC staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach
residents, Government and Community Leaders
Please help us keep our prayer list current
by contacting the office with updates.

The family of Don Tangen
wishes to thank their friends at
Our Saviour’s for all the
wonderful support during
Don’s medical issues. The love
shown has been overwhelming
— the calls, cards, prayers, and
caring. Thank you!

A Celebration of Life Service
will be held Saturday,
February 9, 11:00 AM
at OSLC. A luncheon will
follow Don’s service.

Scripture Texts
To better prepare for worship:
February 3, 2019
4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
I Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

February 10, 2019
5th Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]
Psalm 138
I Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

February 17, 2019
6th Sunday after the Epiphany
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
I Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26

February 24, 2019
7th Sunday after the Epiphany
Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
I Corinthians 15:35-38. 42-50
Luke 6:27-38

“Real true faith is [human] weakness
leaning on God’s strength.”
—D.L. Moody
“He has a right to criticize who has a
heart to help.”
—Abraham Lincoln
“All you need is love. But a little
chocolate now and then doesn’t hurt.”
—Charles M. Schulz

Lost and Found
Did you know that your missing item may be in
the church office? Currently there are many
reading glasses and sunglasses, and a pair of
gloves. Sometimes items left after services may
be placed in the narthex coat closet or in the
closet by the kitchen.

Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can be more than just trite romantic
or friendly sayings. Use them to remind you — or to teach a child — of the greatest love of all:
God’s love for us, which empowers our love for others.
For example:
• TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s only Son so people might
have everlasting life? (John 3:16).
• MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep. No one can
snatch us from him (John 10:27-29).
• FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).
• LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our whole being (Luke
10:27).
• TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can count on Jesus, now and for eternal life
(John 14:1-3).
• SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103).
• BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his commands (John 14:15).
• CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him anytime in prayer
(Jeremiah 33:3).
• FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for your friends (John 15:13) —
precisely what Jesus did.
• #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John 4:19).
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Winter Connexion

Valentine Dinner
Saturday, February 16th
$15.00 per Person
6:00 Dinner
Musical Entertainment
All Are Invited!
Appetizers Salad Coq auvin/avec croutes
Rice Medley Roasted Vegetables
Dessert
Reservations until Monday, February 11.
Please sign up in the narthex
on Sunday mornings
or call the church office, 360-629-3767.

Wednesday Evenings - 6:00-8:00 p.m
Dinner served at 6:00 p.m.
January 23rd through February 27th.

"The Holy Spirit - An Introduction"
by John Bevere

For three years the disciples had been with Jesus, walking with Him
and hearing everything he had to say. Yet Jesus told his closest
friends that He needed to leave them so that the Holy Spirit could
come⸺and that they would be better off because of it. If this was
true of the disciples, who spend every day with Jesus, how much
more do we need the Holy Spirit actively involved in our lives today?
Often, the Holy Spirit is misunderstood, leaving many clueless about
who He is and how He expresses Himself to us. The Holy Spirit is
often portrayed as something "weird". But the Bible makes it clear that
the Spirit is not something. He is someone⸺a Person who has
promised to never leave our side. John Bevere's writing offers an
opportunity to understand more about the most misunderstood person
in the Church: The Holy Spirit.
A generous donation has been made by a member of our
congregation to purchase John Bevere's book for EVERYONE
attending this Connexion series. This is a very generous gift given
to all of us. I hope you all will take advantage of this opportunity to
grow in the Lord and with one another. And you'll be served a great
meal as well!
Pastor Mark

