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“3 Days of Prayer” – January 1, 2, 3, 2019
LCMC 7th Annual Three Days of Prayer
“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,
so that you may be able to discern what is best…” Philippians 1:9-10
Mark Batterson writes in his book, “Draw the Circle” (page 224), “One day as I was on my
knees praying about praying, I felt the Holy Spirit lovingly and playfully asking, “Did you
think this was going to be easy?” Learning a spiritual language is like learning Spanish,
French or German. We don’t become fluent in a few minutes. Acquiring a prayer language
is like learning a foreign language. Expanding our vocabulary of praise is as difficult as
conjugating verbs in another language. I love the story about the grandfather who walked by
his granddaughter’s bedroom one night and overheard her praying the alphabet, literally.
“Dear God, a,b,c,d,e,f,g,” She prayed all the way to “z” and said, “Amen”. The grandfather said, “Sweetie,
why were you praying that way?” The granddaughter replied, “I didn’t know what to say so I figured I’d let
God put the letters together however He saw fit.” Batterson continues, “Sometimes I feel that way too. I have
no idea what to say when I pray. And that’s ok. The first objective of prayer is praying about what to pray
about. Prayer isn’t about outlining our agenda to God; it’s about getting into God’s presence and getting God’s
agenda for us.
Billy Graham once noted:
“Prayer is not about using God, it is more often about getting us in a position where God can use us. I watched
the deck hands on the great liner United States as they docked that ship in NY Harbor. First, they threw out a
rope to the men on the dock. Then, inside the boat the great motors went to work and pulled on the great cable.
But, oddly enough, the pier wasn’t pulled out to the ship; the ship was pulled snugly up to the pier. Prayer is
the rope that pulls God and us together. But it doesn’t pull God down to us… it pulls us to God. We must learn
to say with Christ, the master of the art of praying: ‘Not my will; but Thine be done.’”
I hope you will join me in beginning the New Year with 3 days of focused prayer. Our LCMC Association has
been encouraging congregations to join together in prayer over the past seven years. This year, I hope we at
Our Saviour’s will join the concert of prayer. Enclosed in the newsletter is a general outline that you can
follow – or join in prayer however you like. On Wednesday, January 9th - our first Connexion of 2019 – we
will share dinner together and then celebrate with a “Night of Prayer and Worship”. May we enter into God’s
presence and see what He has for us. God Bless you all in this new year!
In Christ, Pastor Mark
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Are You Receiving our Churchwide
emails and Monthly Newsletter?
If you are not receiving our emails or newsletter,
please write your name, email and address on one
of the white cards in the pews and place it in the
offering – we will add you to the list.
We send out emails during the month alerting you
to upcoming events, information and prayer
concerns. Pastor Mark
*Also, if you no longer use your landline, please
let us know a cell phone number, or good contact
number. Thank you! Linda/Office

Remember to Check our Website
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 a.m.
Altar Communion 1st Sunday
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday
Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 a.m.
Altar Communion 1st Sunday
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday
Nursery is available during worship
for your childcare needs.

Don’t forget to check the website,
http://www.oursaviourschurch.org,
for information and events—we’re trying our best
to keep things current.
If you are part of some church activity or event
and the information isn’t there or isn’t current,
please provide updates to Annette Bowden
(am.annette@gmail.com). Also, if you take
pictures of some activities and have permission
from the people photographed to post them on the
website send them along.

Parish Hall Remodel Project Update

Church Event Photos

Two members of the Remodel Committee met
with Designs Northwest on November 28th to go
over the Committee’s request for plan changes.
At that time, they discussed with us the ADA
requirements that will have to be added to the
proposed project plans. Since then, they have been
finalizing the said plans and cost estimates and
should be ready to present those back to us around
Christmas. At that time the Committee will go
over their estimates and verify that we agree with
their totals. If solid numbers are finalized, they
will be presented to the Church Council for
approval. There will be a Congregational meeting
planned at a future date then, to discuss the
project, costs, and funding options. We will
continue to keep you updated on our progress
through the monthly Newsletter.

I have quite a few photos from past events such
as Pastor Brekhus' retirement dinner, Rally
Sundays, Easter brunches, Palm Sundays,
Christmas dinners, Valentine dinners, Ladies'
Teas, Men's Retreats, and more. I try to send the
photos to people after the event, but I'm sure
there are times I have not. If you would like me
to send you all photos I have, just send me an
email and let me know. All, or most all, photos
are tagged with names to make it easy find
specific ones. No computer? No problem. Call
me and I'll tell you what I have and then I can get
some printed for you.
Garin Haskins
360-202-7526
Garinhaskins2002@aol.com

Marv Hansen
Committee Chairperson

2019 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes are available in the
church office for anyone, member or
friend, who would like to participate in
the financial contributions to our

Un-decorating – Help Needed
Wednesday, January 2
 Volunteers are requested to help take down the
trees in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m. on
January 2nd.
Thank you! Linda Haskins

 Volunteers are also needed on January 2nd at
10:00 a.m. to undecorate the Sanctuary.
Thank you! Annette Bowden

“A Night Visitation” a Success!
Boscovet Project —
Thank You and Update
The Amahl – A Night Visitation production was a
great success. Lina Richert (director), Ric Shallow
(costume designer), and the OSLC Players did a
fantastic job of bringing this classic opera to life.
If you didn’t get a chance to see it this year, there
already are plans to bring it back next winter.
Overall, Amahl helped raise almost $4,000 to
support the outreach of the Boscovet Project. In
addition, the summer yard sale also generated over
$4,000. This year, through the generous support of
many individuals and organizations, the Boscovet
Project was able to place 4 more wells (total of 42
to date), add another classroom, purchase a school
van, purchase a sound system for the Boscovet
Hope Church, acquire 2 pieces of adjoining
property for future school expansion, provide
financing for numerous microfinance projects,
place gutters and cisterns on 10 more homes,
provide scholarships for 50 children from the very
lowest income families, and salaries for 9 teachers.
I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all of
the members of Our Saviour’s who contribute
time, resources and charitable contributions in
support of the Boscovet Project. Dan Haskins

News from Our Sunday School
J.A.M. Café will celebrate Epiphany with a
Birthday Party for Jesus on January 6 at 10:15
a.m. during the Sunday School hour. We will
return to our “Digging Into Discipleship” activities
on January 13.

Our Sunday School Needs You!
Your gifts and talents are needed to share the
Gospel with children! If you have an interest in
crafts, storytelling, music, games, or special
events, J.A.M. Café and Little Eden are the
places for you! Little Eden (for children ages
3-preschool) and J.A.M. Café (students
kindergarten through grade 5) meet every
Sunday at 10:15 a.m. during the second worship
service. We are looking for volunteers to join us
according to their time and interests. This does
not need to be an every Sunday commitment;
you may wish to volunteer during a particular
month or for several weeks in a row.
The Christian education of children is a duty and
a blessing, one which we are called to through
the words of Jesus..."Let the children come to
Me and forbid them not, for of such is the
Kingdom of Heaven." Our curriculum, "Digging
Into Discipleship", provides everything a
volunteer needs to be successful. It is a creative,
hand-on approach to bringing the Word of God
to children and to preparing them to be disciples
of Jesus.
If you are interested in joining this important
ministry, please contact Becky Wietzke (360722-4377 or rawietzke@yahoo.com). For safety
and legal reasons, we need at least two adults in
rooms with children at all times. Volunteers also
need to complete the background check forms in
the church office.

Are you making any New Year’s
Resolutions?
Does one of them include your getting
more involved in our OSLC church life?
Are you looking for ways to do that?
Here are some ideas:
Altar Guild – The members of Altar Guild have
only one month of service each year – that’s just 4
or 5 Sundays with a little in between. What kind
of service? These members prepare communion
and assist in serving, and they fulfill other duties
involving the altar, as well—such as setting up for
baptisms or memorial services. New members
welcomed anytime of the year!
Care Team – The volunteers of the Care Team
can choose which kind of “helping-hand” they’d
like to provide, and are always given a chance to
choose whether or not they can fill the request.
What kind of requests? Well, maybe it’s to give
someone a ride to a medical appointment, or
maybe it’s to bring a dinner to someone returning
home, or maybe it’s to just make a friendly visit
to someone in need. Volunteers welcomed at any
time!
Prayer Chain – This involvement doesn’t require
you to even leave the comfort of your own home!
The members of the prayer chain respond to
phone requests to hold someone up in prayer at a
time of need. Each member receives a phone call
and then, in turn, calls the next one in the chain to
relay the essential information.
Does your resolution involve a promise
to yourself to ask for help in your
life’s journey?
Maybe your resolution is not for added
involvement, but a promise to yourself that you
are going to ask for help in dealing with a difficult
situation. Maybe it’s the death of a loved one, or
the loss of a job, or a medical situation, or a great
feeling of loneliness. There are fifteen OSLC
members who are ready and willing to assist you
in that journey of healing. They are our Stephen
Ministers. If you’d like to talk with someone
about the possibility of a confidential, one-on-one
relationship with one of these trained minister,
please talk with Pastor Mark or one of our
Stephen Leaders—Carol and Tom Curtis,
Annette Bowden.

OSL Mission Quilters
OSL Mission quilters ook forward to a
new year filled with boundless
opportunitites to reach near and far to
bring comfort and warmth to those in
need. We begin the year quilting
Tuesday, January 8, and continue on the 15, 22 and
29th. We meet from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Fireside Room. You are welcome to join us. The
tasks are easy and the conversation is rewarding.
If you plan to stay for the day please bring a sack
lunch. Coffee is provided. For current schedule or
questions contact Marilyn Templeton at 360-6294779.

Martha Circle
Wednesday, January 9, 1:00 PM
Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, January
9th, at 1:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room. All ladies
are invited for a dessert fellowship, business
meeting and the study, “Hope In Him:, Chapter
11, page 63 in Living In Jesus study guide.
Contact Elsie Pritchard, 360-629-3940.

A big thank you to the Martha Circle for their
purchase of two new microwaves for our
church kitchen.

GROW (God Renewing Our Women)

Caring Place

2nd Tuesday, January 8, 6:30 PM
at the church
If you have thought about joining now is the time!
The GROW women's study group will begin
"God of Creation", a study of the first part of
Genesis, on January 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the new
meeting room. All women are invited to join in
this engaging look at the first book of the Bible,
the start of the promise that leads us to Jesus.
Contact Elsa Schwartz (206-714-7717) or Becky
Wietzke (360-722-4377) for questions or more
information. Books will be handed out at the first
session.

The Caring Place is closed for the season through
February 5. Please save your Caring Place
donations as we will be resetting the house in
January. We served over 5100 people in 2018,
please pray about volunteering in the new year.
God bless, Mardi

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study
Resumes January 9, 9:00 AM
Our new study will be “God of the Covenant”.
Books will be available on the 9th, with the study
beginning the following week, the 16th.
Contact Kathy Beauchamp, 360-387-0120.

Faith and Film

Van Trips

Tuesday, January 29, 6:00 PM
This month we will discuss the morive: “Life or
Something Like It”. Watch the movie ahead of
time and join us for dinner and discussion at the
home of Nate and Elsa Schwartz.
RSVP and for directions: elsacarlisle@msn.com or
206-714-7717.

Thursday, January 3, 9:30 AM
Bellingham Mall
Friday, January 18, 9:30 AM
Explore Burlington
Please see the sign-up sheets in the narthex.
Questions? Call Robin Erickson, 360-941-1593

ALTAR FLOWERS IN JANUARY
The month of January begins in the Lutheran tradition as a continuation of the Christmas
season. Epiphany, celebrating the visit of the Magi to the Christ child, is observed on
January 6 and marks the end of Christmas. Altar paraments and flowers are white. Sunday
January 13, also a white Sunday, celebrates the Baptism of Our Lord. The rest of January
Sundays use green altar paraments, which allows any color flower to be used in altar
arrangements.
Candyce Sylling and Lina Richert

Lessons in Wise Faith
“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther. Given the obstacles they encountered, we would understand if they
had given up altogether! First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a “royal
palace.” Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight “so utterly out of keeping with a king” — a poor young
woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that one might expect them to head straight home. “But,” declares Luther, “with a
great, strong and full faith they ... follow the word of the prophet and the witness of the star in all purity of heart,” bowing
to worship and honor the Savior.
—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works

Our prayers and condolences to...
The family and friends of the Rev. William ‘Bud’ Hutter who passed
away Friday, December 21. His memorial service to be announced.

Our Prayers continue for..
Mary Clegg (mother of Joyce Zeigen); Don Tangen; Ray and Sandy
Erps; Fran Glaspy; Gary Schreiner; Paul Walderhaug; Michelle
Rockwood; Lois DeBoer; Robin Erickson; Marylee and Leon Sams;
Judy Anderson; Ken Freeman; Emily Sylling (daughter of Charlie and
Candyce); Andrew Pollan (family member of Susan Moses); Audrey
Angevine, Rod and Mary McDonald, and Cliff Larson (friends of Pat
Lund); Cindy and Ron Taggart-Deffinbaugh; Dale Tetlow; Kent and
Marina Fosnes (son and daughter-in-law of Sue Fosnes); Leslie
Krippaehne; Alex Megyery; Jon Buse (friend of Darlene Hofbauer);
Emily McGlinchy (sister of Jeb); Sandi Torrez; Jo Hoag; Jim Neher;
Emily Brower (friend of Angela Libengood); Steve Bodnar (friend of
Kathy Beauchamp); Lauren Pickens; Steve Dams; John Gedstad
(brother of Alex Gedstad); Don Hickey (brother of Barb Sickler); Pat
Jones; Wayne Larson; Al Orsland; Kip Gibson and family; Kenny
Yoder (nephew of Donna Cook); Marilyn Shipley; Ray Erps; Ric
Shallow; Doris Hatlen; John White; Jim Woodward (Charlie Sylling’s
nephew); Eldon Allen; Gretchen Orsland
Pastor Mark, OSLC staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach
residents, Government and Community Leaders
Please help us keep our prayer list current
by contacting the office with updates.

Scripture Texts
To better prepare for worship:
January 6, 2019
Feast of the Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-11 (12-15)
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

January 13, 2019
Baptism of Our Lord
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Romans 6:1-11
Luke 3:15-22

January 20, 2019
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 128
I Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

January 27, 2019
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19:(1-6) 7-14
I Corinthians 12: 12-31a
Luke 4:16-30
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Jesus Loves:

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Sunday, January 27, 2019
11:15 AM — OSLC Fellowship Hall
Regular Worship Schedule – 8:45 and 10:15 AM
To be eligible to vote you must be a
confirmed member, have worshiped at OSLC,
have communed, and have made a contribution
of record to OSLC within the last two years.

Winter
ConneXion
Wednesdays, 6—8 PM
Begins January 9th
Dinner and Adult Study

Please join us January 9th for a
Meeting Agenda will include:
Approval of Minutes of last Congregational Meeting
Reports from Council and Committee Chairs
2018 OSLC Audit Report
Election of Nominating Committee for 2020 Council positions
Election of Delegates to Josephine Caring Community
Any other business to be discussed or voted on.
Items that require congregational action must be announced
at least 10 days before the called meeting.

President, Ken Christoferson

“Night of Prayer and Worship”!

