OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
of Stanwood

December 2018

Congregational Newsletter
Encounter God

~

Encourage Believers

~

Extend His Kingdom

“Presence”
“You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence,
with eternal pleasures at you right hand.” Psalm 16:11
For the last week, in the morning as I wake up, I have felt a presence next to me. It’s been a warm, comforting presence,
pressing in on my lower back from outside my comforter. Then gradually, I hear this low gurgling purr. Tigger, my cat,
has chosen to get close for some reason and “press in” on me. Now I should clarify, growing up, we were a dog family.
I never really liked cats. When my daughter wanted to get a cat, I rolled my eyes and thought, “But we are dog people!”
When we moved to Washington 11 years ago, we traveled north with two dogs and two cats. Since then, both dogs
have died and one of our cats disappeared into the wild – if you know what I mean. So, Tigger, the kitten that was
found in the dark, along the side of the road in Shaver Lake, is our only furry companion left alive. Over the years,
Tigger and I have grown much closer, especially since the kids left home. But I still have to say that we have an
arrangement. I lay out a large towel on the end of my bed so that at night she can sleep with me but keep the shedding
off the comforter. Initially, this past week, I was kind of irritated that Tigger was off the towel. The shedding machine
was breaking the rules. But with each passing day, as I have woken up to feeling her furry body pressing in on me –
it’s been nice to feel the presence. I’ve wondered what has caused the change of location. Why now? Do you think she
has any idea of the last few weeks? The loss of close friends and the chill of melancholy in the air? What has motivated
this under-appreciated member of the family to press in at this moment? Whatever it is, Tigger has triggered a
connection, a connection without a word spoken, and it has now caused me to reach out my hand buried beneath the
blankets and respond to her.
Pressing in and feeling the presence – is that the message of Christmas? Many people today are feeling the effects of
tragic loss and the chill of Paradise lost – literally. From the town of Paradise to Panama City to Houston to Thousand
Oaks – lives have been lost, hopes have been burned away, waves of fear have come crashing down, and melancholy is
weighing heavy on many hearts. As Christmas approaches, we can be overwhelmed with all the “present” choices to
give our friends and neighbors. But this year, perhaps more than most, as Christmas approaches, let us pray for greater
connection - that our God, out of his amazing love, chose to press into the pain of our world – the sin, the suffering, the
tragic loss, to feel our pain, to know our struggle, to feel his presence – that we would be connected. In human flesh,
the Christ child enters our human condition and without a word, being the eternal Word, draws near to bring comfort,
warmth, and assurance that we are not alone, that we are loved, that He is for all, and that we all are apart of God’s
eternal plan. Day by day, may his presence meet us, may we reach out from under our fears and doubts and respond
to Him. And eventually, by God’s grace, may we press in and be present with another brother or sister who is burdened
and buried under their own spiritual ash.
Henri Nowen, a professor and priest, widely known for his book, “The Wounded Healer”, is also connected with a
concept called, ”The Ministry of Presence”. Nowen points to the power and comfort of one’s simple presence sharing
Christ as we cross into the pain and challenges of others. Here is what Nouwen says about the ministry of presence:
“More and more, the desire grows in me simply to walk around, greet people, enter their homes, sit on their doorsteps, play ball, throw water,
and be known as someone who wants to live with them. It is a privilege to have the time to practice this simple ministry of presence. Still, it is not
as simple as it seems. My own desire to be useful, to do something significant, or to be part of some impressive project is so strong that soon
my time is taken up by meetings, conferences, study groups, and workshops that prevent me from walking the streets. It is difficult not to have
plans, not to organize people around an urgent cause, and not to feel that you are working directly for social progress. But I wonder more and
more if the first thing shouldn’t be to know people by name, to eat and drink with them, to listen to their stories and tell your own, and to let
them know with words, handshakes, and hugs that you do not simply like them, but truly love them.”
Do you think Tigger has any idea the impact of her “pressing in” has had on the direction of my
thoughts? Absolutely not! Therefore, during this Advent/Christmas time - Go and Do Likewise!

Merry Christmas!

Pastor Mark and my underappreciated kitty.
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A voice cries out,
“Prepare the way of the Lord!”
Help us, O God,
prepare our hearts to welcome
and worship you.
Parish Hall Remodel Project Update
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The Remodel Committee met on Monday,
November 6th. At that time the Committee
reviewed all design concepts and suggested
layouts for the Fellowship remodel. This was
following our initial meeting with Designs Northwest which took place on October 26th. We have
since had follow-up meetings with some of our
committee members discussing different aspects
of the changes which is always an ongoing
process. The next scheduled meeting with Designs
Northwest is scheduled for November 28th. They
will get our change suggestions at that time and
begin to cost out the project. We will continue to
keep you updated on our progress through the
monthly Newsletters.
Marv Hansen
Committee Chairperson

Council and Committee Members
Annual Reports are due in the office December 20.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 a.m.
Altar Communion 1st Sunday
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday
Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 a.m.
Altar Communion 1st Sunday
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday
Nursery is available during worship
for your childcare needs.

On Our Website...
If you miss a Sunday service and would like to
hear the message, you may go to our website
(below), click on “Sermons” on the home page
and select which date you’d like.
You can also check the church calendar and
newsletters under the “What We Do” tab.
www.oursaviourschurch.org

Fleece Scarves for
Christmas House
Wednesday, December 5

9am in the Fellowship Hall
No sewing – Just cutting

Coffee & Lunch provided!
Please join us & help with this
wonderful ministry for kids!
Please bring sharp scissors
if you have them

Happy 95th Birthday
to Maury Edlund!
Maury’s family would like to invite the
congregation to help Maury celebrate
this joyous occasion!
Sunday, December 9th
Please join Maury for Birthday Cake during the
9:45 fellowship hour.

News from Our Sunday School
J.A.M. Café will be celebrating Advent and
Christmas during the month of December.
Children preschool through grade 5 are invited to
learn about and honor this important season of the
Church year with stories, crafts, activities, and
more!

Come Decorate the Fellowship Hall
Anyone able and willing to help decorate
the trees in the Fellowship Hall on Friday,
November 30th, please come at 10:00
a.m. We will be decorating the tall tree
and setting up a few others.
If you let me know you are coming I will
have lunch available.
Please call Linda Haskins at
360-774-0387.

OSLC Annual Christmas Dinner

Martha Circle Christmas Potluck
Wednesday, December 12th—12 Noon
Martha Circle will celebrate their annual potluck
dinner on Wednesday, December 12th, at 12 noon
in the Fireside Room. A brief business meeting
and Christmas presentation will follow. The
regular study will resume in January. All ladies
are invited.
Contact: Elsie Pritchard, 360-629-3940.

2019 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes will be available on
Sunday, December 2 and December 9,
in the narthex.
Offering envelopes are for anyone,
member or friend, who would like to participate in
the financial contributions to our congregation.
Envelopes may also be picked up in the office any
time after December 9.

The Adult Christmas Prime Rib or Salmon
Dinner will be Saturday, December 8th, at 6 p.m.
with appetizers starting at 5:15. Cost is $15 per
person. Bring a friend and enjoy an evening out
with dinner and entertainment.
Back by popular demand will be
THE STANWOOD HOMESTEADERS REVIEW
“Old-time Radio Show”
written and directed by Lina Richert.

Anyone wanting to help prep, set up, and
decorate for the dinner, please contact Linda
Haskins at 360-774-0387. We will be prepping
and decorating on Friday, December 7th, 1 p.m.
Babysitting will be available if we know in advance.
Sign up between November 24 and December 2!

It’s Fill-a-Stocking Time Again

Wednesday, December 19
6:oo PM Preschool Program
Sunday, December 23
9:45 AM One Service ~ Christmas Choral
Program of Lessons and Carols
Monday, December 24—Christmas Eve
5:00 PM Family Candlelight Service
7:00 PM Family Candlelight Service
11:00 PM Candlelight Communion Service
Sunday, December 30
9:45 AM One Service
10:30 AM “5th Sunday Breakfast” and
Highlighting of Small Groups

ConneXion

Wow! It is that time again. The Housing Hope
Stanwood Ambassadors are getting ready for
the holidays and we have 60 children this year
between Lincoln Hill and Lervick Family Village,
as well as the Emergency shelters.
The Ambassadors like to see each child receive a
filled stocking for Christmas.
We supply the stockings and we are looking for
people, families, groups, businesses, etc. to adopt
one or more stockings to fill and return. We have
arranged pick-up and drop-off locations both on
the island and in town for your convenience. The
stockings are pre-labeled as to boy or girl and an
age. This year they also have a list of suggested
items that child would like, to help you when
shopping. They come with a list of instructions,
both do’s and don’ts, and are ready to be filled
with lots of love.
If you would like to adopt one of these stockings,
please call Carol at (425)422-2244, leave a message and she will get right back to you. And
please share this with all your friends.
Thank you for all of the support we have received
in the past and have a very blessed holiday.

Family Fun Night!
A special evening for all ages!
Wednesday, December 5
Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m.,
followed by Advent Night!

Van Trip

Come Celebrate this Joyous Season by
gathering with friends for some fun!

Christianson’s Nursery and
Skagit Gardens
Thursday, December 13, 9:30 AM
Please see the sign-up sheet in the narthex.
Questions? Call Robin Erickson, 360-941-1593

Twin City Pantry
Joyce Zeigen, ELL teacher at Twin City Elementary, opened a nutritional snack pantry for ELL students in
her classes. But not wanting to exclude any student in need, the pantry is now opened up to any student who is
hungry during the day. The response has been huge! Students are getting good snacks and because they come
into the ELL class, it is breaking down the stigma of ELL. Joyce will be sharing her new mission December
9th at both services. A free-will offering will be taken. She will be at coffee hour to answer questions!

OSL Mission Quilters

Preschool News!

OSL Mission quilters will meet once in
December on Tuesday, December 4th,
from 10—2 in the Fireside Room. We
are winding up the year finishing quilts
for Christmas House.
Any questions or to check current schedule please
contact Marilyn Templeton at 360-629-4779.

Thank you to all those that
purchased a wreath! Your wreath
is ready to be picked up at the
church, if you have not already!
We raised just under $2,000 which will be
donated towards the fellowship remodel. Each
year we use our fundraising money to help update our building, classrooms or playground. We
use the fellowship hall quite frequently for our
rainy day recesses and our Programs that we put
on for our families throughout the year. We are
excited to help make it more welcoming!
In December, each preschool class has picked a
charity they would like to support. The 3's chose
Operation Christmas Child and have already
mailed their boxes, the 4's are collecting Change
to raise money for Chicks to help support a few
Boscovet families in Africa, and 5's will be
donating to the Christmas House next door. If
you'd like to join us in any one of these charities
we would love to have your help! I will have
egg cartons lying around the church to collect
spare change and the Christmas House has a box
set up in the Fellowship Hall to drop off items.
We look forward to teaching the children on
how we can share God's love with those in need,
near and far away!
Jaimi McCall, Director

GROW (God Renewing Our Women)
2nd Tuesday, December 11, 6:30 PM
We invite any woman who needs to be renewed,
refreshed, and rejuvenated to join us on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at the church for this once-a
-month Bible study.
Our current series is called "Just Open the Door"
and books are available in the church office for
$15. For more information please contact Elsa
Schwartz 206-714-7717 or Becky Wietzke 360722-4377.

Faith and Film
We will not be meeting in December.

Women’s Wednesday Bible Study
The group will resume in January.

Caring Place
Blessings friends!
The Caring Place will be closed for the season
November 16 through February 5. During this
closure we will be operating the Stanwood
Camano food bank Christmas House (December
13-22). We are collecting donations for the
Christmas House between now and December 22.
Please save your Caring Place donations as we
will be resetting the house in January.
We served over 5100 people in 2018, please pray
about volunteering in the new year.
God bless, Mardi

Gathering Place
Our Saviour’s will be hosting the Gathering
Place on Thursday, January 3, 2019. If anyone is
interested in helping with cooking, serving or
cleanup, please join us at 4pm or as you are able
to serve dinner at 5:30pm.
Questions, please contact Barbara Christoferson
at 360-629-4422 or email:
kenandbarbara@wavecable.com.
Thank you so much for your continued support
of this ministry.

Each Christmas, a family celebrated by
holding a birthday party for Jesus. To
remind themselves of Jesus’ presence,
they placed a chair of honor for him at
their dinner table.
The highlight of the party was singing “Happy
Birthday” to Jesus and then blowing out the
candles on a special cake.
One Christmas, a visitor asked the family’s 5year-old daughter, “Did you get everything you
wanted for Christmas?”
The girl paused and then answered, “No! It’s
not my birthday!”

Gift-giving solutions
Trying to find gifts for certain people — or letting
others know what you want — can be quite challenging. After all, most of us don’t need anything.
Realizing that the best gifts aren’t material items
offers a new perspective on giving and receiving.
Consider these insights from author Charles
Swindoll:
“Some gifts you can give this Christmas are beyond monetary value: Mend a quarrel, dismiss
suspicion, tell someone ‘I love you.’ Give something away — anonymously. Forgive someone
who has treated you wrong. Turn away wrath
with a soft answer. Visit someone in a nursing
home. Apologize if you were wrong. Be especially
kind to someone with whom you work. Give as
God gave to you in Christ, without obligation, or
announcement, or reservation, or hypocrisy.”

Days for Girls International (https://www.daysforgirls.org/) provides safe, beautiful, washable, and longlasting feminine hygiene kits, along with vital health education, for young girls and women in more than 100
countries. Here at Our Saviour’s, we focus on making kits for girls in Kenya who are served by the Boscovet
Mission team led by Dan Haskins. About 100 kits are ready for the mission trip in January. We are now
getting ready for a summer 2019 delivery of at least 300 kits, the most we’ve ever sent. This is exciting as it
shows how the project has grown since it began nearly 4 years ago.
Here is what’s needed and how you can help meet the summer delivery goal:
· Making liners. This is easy sewing of two pieces of flannel already cut to the standard shape.
600 liners still needed.
· Purchasing wash cloths, preferably thin and non-white. 50 wash cloths still needed.
· Purchasing girls’ panties, preferably Fruit of the Loom or Hanes brands. Total of 300 needed in sizes
10 and 12 primarily, a few in size 14. These can be purchased in multi-packs at local discount stores,
often on sale.
Here’s whom to contact if you have questions or donations:
· Linda Haskins, danwazzu78@aol.com, 360-774-0387
· Carol Curtis, curtisct@wavecable.com, 206-271-8535
Today, Days for Girls International (DfG) has reached more than one million women and girls in 124+
countries with DfG Kits and menstrual health education. This translates into over 115 million days of dignity,
health, and opportunity! We, at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, are part of this global project!

Some people are kind, polite and sweet
spirited until you try to sit in their pew.
A lot of church members who sing
“Standing on the Promises”
are just sitting on the premises.

ALTAR FLOWERS IN DECEMBER
The first Sunday in December heralds the season of Advent; of waiting and watching
for the coming of the Savior. The liturgical color is blue, which appears in Pastor’s
stole and the altar paraments. Altar flower arrangements feature muted colors of blue
and purple and lots of greenery to align with the contemplative theme of Advent.
On Christmas Eve, the Savior’s birth is celebrated by using white flowers at the altar.
The white theme continues through Epiphany.
Our grateful thanks go to all who donated flowers or gave us to permission to harvest their gardens so we
could adorn the altar with the beauty of God’s flowers this year.
Candyce Sylling
Lina Richert
Scripture Texts
To better prepare for worship:
December 2, 2018
First Sunday of Advent

Our prayers and condolences to...
The families and friends of Joan Purdum, Bob Ulbricht and
Sydney Byrnes.

Our Prayers continue for..
Paul Walderhaug; Lois DeBoer; Don Tangen; Robin Erickson;
Marylee and Leon Sams; Judy Anderson; Ken Freeman; Emily Sylling
(daughter of Charlie and Candyce); Andrew Pollan (family member of
Susan Moses); Audrey Angevine, Rod and Mary McDonald, and Cliff
Larson (friends of Pat Lund); Cindy and Ron Taggart-Deffinbaugh;
Bud Hutter; Dale Tetlow; Kent and Marina Fosnes (son and daughterin-law of Sue Fosnes); Leslie Krippaehne; Alex Megyery; Jon Buse
(friend of Darlene Hofbauer); Emily McGlinchy (sister of Jeb); Sandi
Torrez; Jo Hoag; Jim Neher; Emily Brower (friend of Angela Libengood); Steve Bodnar (friend of Kathy Beauchamp); Lauren Pickens;
Steve Dams; John Gedstad (brother of Alex Gedstad); Don Hickey
(brother of Barb Sickler); Pat Jones; Wayne Larson; Al Orsland; Paul
Walderhaug; Kip Gibson and family; Kenny Yoder (nephew of Donna
Cook); Marilyn Shipley; Ray Erps; Ric Shallow; Doris Hatlen; John
White; Jim Woodward (Charlie Sylling’s nephew); Eldon Allen;
Gretchen Orsland
Pastor Mark, OSLC staff and Preschool, Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Congregation, Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach
residents, Government and Community Leaders
Please help us keep our prayer list current
by contacting the office with updates.

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
I Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

December 9, 2018
Second Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3:1-7b
Psalm 66:1-12
Philippians 1:2-11
Luke 3:1-14 (15-20)

December 16, 2018
Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Psalm 85
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 7:18-28 (29-35)

December 23, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 2
Hebrews 1:1-6 (7-12)
John 1:1-14 (15-18)

December 30, 2018
First Sunday in Christmas
Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15
Psalm 111
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:22-40
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“A Night Visitation”

Special Worship Services at
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

A Drama adapted from the opera
“Amahl and the Night Visitors”
By Gian-Carlo Menotti
PERFORMANCES:

Friday, November 30th, 7 PM
Saturday, December 1st, 2 PM
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
There is limited seating so please call the
church office for reservations, 360-629-3767.

Refreshments following the performance.
Free-will offering benefiting
The Boscovet Project—Kenya
The Boscovet Mission — to empower those
suffering in poverty to live with hope by assisting
them through improved animal health, clean
accessible water, agricultural improvements,
education and micro-finance—utilizing the concept
of a hand up and not a hand out.

Sunday, December 23
9:45 AM One Worship Service
Special Presentation by our
OSLC Choir
Christmas Eve
5:00 and 7:00 PM
Family Candlelight Services
11:00 PM
Traditional Candlelight Service
of Holy Communion

