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“How Do I Say This?” 

“In your hearts, revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you  

to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” 

1 Peter 3:15 

Recently, I read a devotional written by a seminary classmate of mine, Pastor Paul 

Owens, included in the latest edition of the LCMC newsletter. In his article he     

describes an interaction with a relative who defines himself as an agnostic. In their         

conversation, Pastor Paul responded to his skepticism, “Tell me about the god you 

don’t believe in – maybe I don’t believe in that god either.” 

Often, when we are with relatives, friends and/or neighbors who express skepticism      

toward faith in Jesus Christ, it’s difficult to know what to say. As I read Pastor 

Paul’s experience, I was encouraged and inspired by his response. His question felt 

honest, respectful, gentle, and I believe, opened the door for further dialog. Paul invited his second cousin to 

share his experience and problems with Christianity. Paul could then respond to his doubts and questions and 

also share what he believes and what he doesn’t believe.  

Sometimes we just need a statement that can help get the conversation going. 

I can remember a similar experience when Pastor Mark Vander Tuig, our LCMC Coordinator, came to Our 

Saviour’s and shared an encounter with a young girl who was going through a difficult time. As their flight 

was coming to an end, he shared the truth of the Gospel with 3 simple statements. He said, “What I know is 

this: God LOVES YOU! Jesus DIED for YOU! And He has a PLAN for YOUR LIFE!” I’ve never forgotten 

those words and have used that simple trifecta many times to bring the Gospel to bear in a person’s life. We 

cannot make people receive this message – that is the Holy Spirit’s work, but we are called to witness to the 

truth. Having a few spiritual tools in our spiritual toolbox sure helps.  

One other tool to keep handy as you talk to people in all sorts of circumstances is the “I” statements.             

Accusatory statements like, “YOU are hard headed”, “YOU just need to believe”, and “Why can’t YOU      

understand?” obviously will shut down conversations. So also, remaining silent, looking at your shoes, or     

excusing yourself to the bathroom will also not be a helpful witness. But using “I” statements, respectfully 

sharing your own personal experience and faith journey will propel the conversation forward. 

Many people have told me, “I just don’t know how to respond to nonbelievers.” Hopefully, there are a few 

nuggets here that you can think about and pray over. 

We are going to face more and more people in our lives and in our culture that reject Jesus, the Bible, faith and 

eternity. If we can be prepared to share our own personal testimony of faith, and also be prepared with a few 

open-ended questions, sprinkled with love and respect, we never know where the Holy Spirit might take it.  

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses.” Acts 1:8 

Your Fellow Witness in Christ, Pastor Mark 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 am 
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

          Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 am 

Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 am  
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

Nursery is available during worship  
for your childcare needs. 

Let’s Dream 

The focus of the Let’s Dream 

remodeling project during 

these last weeks has been        

to gather data and build a    

planning team of individuals 

with expertise and experience 

to guide the project. The initial planning was      

led by council members Jerry Crofoot and Ken 

Christoferson. The project will continue with 

Marv Hansen leading the team. Next will be a 

walk-through of the Fellowship Hall and Fireside 

Room with architect Dan Nelson of Designs 

Northwest. Dan will then have data to work with 

and can draft a response to be reviewed by the 

planning team.  

Did You Know? 
If you miss a Sunday service and would 

like to hear the message, you may go to 

our website (below), click on 

“Sermons” on the home page and select 

which date you’d like. You can also 

check the church calendar and newslet-

ters under the  “What We Do” tab. 

www.oursaviourschurch.org 

Join the Parade! 

Saturday, August 4, 2018 

"Building Faith for the Future" will be the 

theme of the Stanwood-Camano Fair float for 

Our Saviour's Lutheran Church. 

If you are interested in working on the float 

and/or riding or walking alongside, contact 

Becky Wietzke (rawietzke@yahoo.com).  



JAM Café and Little Eden 

Begin September 9 

JAM Cafe' and Little Eden will 

begin again on September 9.      

We will be using a new module of 

our Dig In  curriculum, "Dig In to 

Discipleship."  

Volunteers are needed to teach and lead crafts 

and activities. It is not necessary to commit to 

the entire year; monthly or quarterly works 

well.  

Contact Becky Wietzke if you can serve our 

young people in this way. 

 

Van Trips 
 

 

s 

 

Tuesday, August 7 — 8:30 AM 

Lummi Island 

Thursday, August 23 — 9:00 AM 

Camano Island 

Please sign up on the sheets in the church lobby. 

Questions: Call Robin Erickson, 360-941-1593. 

Women’s Fall 2018 Retreat 
October 3—5, 2018 

Deposits of $50 need to be given to Irene Nelson 

by September 1st. Please make the check out to 

OSLC and designate “Women’s Retreat”. The total 

price this year is $171 which includes two nights 

and all your meals. You may pay the entire amount 

now if you choose, but at least the $50 is due by 

September 1. Any remaining balance will be due 

September 30.  

Faith and Film 
4th Tuesday, August 28, 6:00 PM 

Everyone is invited to join us as we look at films 

through the lens of spirituality. Join us for dinner 

and discussion, starting at 6:00 p.m. This monthly 

group is hosted by Nate and Elsa Schwartz at their 

home, 45 S. Sunrise Blvd., Camano Island; and      

co-led by Becky Wietzke. Contact Elsa or Becky 

for movie information: Elsa Schwartz 206-714-

7717, elsacarlisle@msn.com; or Becky Wietzke,         

360-722-4377. Please let us know if you can join 

us so we know how much food to prepare.  

GROW (God Renewing Our Women)  
2nd Tuesday, August 14, 6:30 PM 

We invite any women who need to be renewed, 

refreshed, rejuvenated to join us as we explore 

hospitality. Our new series is called “Just Open 

the Door”. Books are available in the church    

office for $15. For the August location and more   

information please contact Elsa Schwartz at     

206-714-7717, elsacarlisle@msn.com; or Becky 

Wietzke, 360-722-4377. 

Men’s Fraternity 
Men’s Fraternity meets Tuesday mornings at 

7:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

Breakfast is served at 7:00 a.m. with our 

study to follow.  

Please join us. All men are welcome.  

tel:206-714-7717
tel:206-714-7717
mailto:elsacarlisle@msn.com
tel:206-714-7717
mailto:elsacarlisle@msn.com


Summer Potlucks 
Wednesdays, 6:00 PM 

Our Wednesday evening potlucks will continue 

into August. If you’d like to join in the fellowship, 

please bring something to share for dinner—salad, 

main dish, dessert, etc. Someone will make coffee 

and we’ll all do the rest. Weather permitting, we’ll 

eat outside. 

Questions? Please contact Annette Bowden. 

Sunday Morning Coffee Hour 

Please remember to sign up for coffee hour. People 

are really needed and appreciated! 

The signup sheet is in the kitchen. If you have any 

questions, please contact Linda Haskins. 

Lutheran World Relief  

SCHOOL KITS 
It’s that time of year when school supplies are going on sale, and we are once again doing school 

kits for Lutheran World Relief. 

We have 100 bags ready to be filled and we need your help. Below is the list of items needed. 

Please put supplies in the box located in the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you! 

If you have any questions, please contact Helen Neher or Janette Stoneman. 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH SCHOOL KIT 

 FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper  

 ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other  

 ONE pencil sharpener  

 ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

 FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band  

 FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band  

 ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons  

 ONE 2½” eraser 



CARING PLACE 

Greetings from the Caring Place! It’s been awhile, 

I hope you’re enjoying the summer! We have been 

busy serving the community; our clients numbers 

for May were 571 and in June we served 541.  

While too many donations are a good problem to 

have, it has become an overwhelming commitment 

at times to process them all. WE NEED HELP—

God does thing in a BIG way! The more clients we 

get the more donations HE provides! PLEASE 

prayerfully consider volunteering at the Caring 

Place, even an hour or two can make all the       

difference. I arrive by 9:30 on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays and we remain open until 5:30 PM;  

client service is from 1-5:30. Please bless us        

by volunteering whenever you can. If physical 

limitations are a concern, please let me know…  

we have a lot of jobs that can be done in a sitting 

position. We welcome older children (at least teen-

aged); if you want to drop them off we can keep 

them busy. If Tuesdays and Thursdays don’t work 

for you, we can discuss you coming and working 

independently on days we’re closed; you can bring 

your small children. Many hands make light 

work… 

Please save the date: August 21, 23 & 25 will be 

the back to school event. I have posted volunteer 

signup sheets in the fellowship hall on our bulletin 

board. We run this event similar to the Christmas 

House, by appointments made through the Four-

square church. 

We developed a monthly wish list; the item for 

August is Laundry Soap and for September it’s 

razors and shaving cream. 

Please contact me with questions, and keep the 

prayers coming! 

Your sister in Christ 

Mardi, 360-913-1551 

GARAGE SALE! 

Benefiting Boscovet Project 
Sale: August 24

th
, 25

th
 & 26

th 

New Location: Dan and Linda 
Haskins’ home, 5720 Jensen Rd., 

Stanwood, WA 

If items need to be picked up, please call Linda Haskins 
(360) 774-0387 so a truck can be arranged. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s -  

North Sound  

Sept 15, 2018 

Every year, more and more people are diagnosed 

with Alzheimer’s — but we believe that we can 

eventually find an end to this disease. Google 

“Walk to End Alzheimer’s North Sound” and join 

our Josephine Caring Community Team (type 

“Josephine” in team search box at the bottom of 

the page to find our team). Can’t walk or can’t 

make it that day? Choose to donate under our    

Josephine team through that same web link         

and help us surpass our $2000 facility goal. In 

these next few months we have several in-house 

fundraisers to give our staff opportunities to     

donate.  

Even our Josephine worshipping community,  

most of whom cannot walk, is donating a whole 

month of their offerings to support our walk. So, 

we invite your partnership in this good cause or 

even form your own church team! 

“A Night Visitation” 

A Drama adapted from the opera 

“Amahl and the Night Visitor” 

Friday, November 30, 7 PM 

Saturday, December 1, 2 PM 

Free-will offering benefiting  
The Boscovet Project 



 

Our Prayers are with... 

Paul Eide; Bud Hutter; Marylee Sams; Cindy and Ron Taggart-

Deffinbaugh; Dale Tetlow; Kent and  Marina Fosnes (son and 

daughter-in-law of Sue Fosnes); Leslie Krippaehne; Samuel 

(grandson of Mardi Jorgensen); Jim and Barb Sickler; Don 

Tangen; Debra Spaulding (daughter of Margaret Ames); Haillie 

Oldhouse (great-granddaughter of Carol Jensen); Alex Megyery; 

Marge Mitchell (friend of Kathy Shirlock); Jon Buse (friend of 

Darlene Hofbauer); Rob S. Ulbricht and Bob Ulbricht; Bruce 

Larson (friend of Mike Brady); Emily McGlinchy (sister of Jeb); 

Beverley Klatt; Sandi Torrez; Jo Hoag; Jim Neher; Emily Brower 

(friend of Angela Libengood); Johnny O’Brien (nephew of  

Mickey Henderson); Steve Bodnar (friend of Kathy Beauchamp); 

Lauren Pickens; Steve Dams; John Gedstad (brother of Alex 

Gedstad); John and Kathryn Shirlock; Don Hickey (brother of 

Barb Sickler); Pat Jones; Wayne Larson; Al Orsland; Paul     

Walderhaug; Judy Anderson; Kip Gibson and family; Kenny 

Yoder (nephew of Donna Cook); Marilyn Shipley; Ray Erps;    

Ric Shallow; Doris Hatlen; John White; Jim Woodward (Charlie 

Sylling’s nephew); Eldon Allen; Gretchen Orsland 

Pastor Mark, OSLC staff, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Congregation, 

Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents,   

Government and Community leaders 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare for worship: 

August 5, 2018 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 

Psalm 78:23-29 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 

August 12, 2018 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
I Kings 19:4-8 

Psalm 34:1-8 

Ephesians 4:25—5:2 

Mark 6:35, 41-51 

August 19, 2018 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 9:1-6 

Psalm 34:9-14 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

John 6:51-58 

August 26, 2018 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

Psalm 34:15-22 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

John 6:56-69 

 

Altar Flowers in August 

 

The Season After Pentecost continues in August, giving us the ability 

to use any color of flower in altar arrangements. The liturgical color 

of green is the symbol for this season, reflected in altar paraments and 

pastoral stole.  

As gardens produce an abundance of color and variety of flowers, we 

rejoice in creating flowers to the glory of God for the altar. Celebrate 

the season with a gift of flowers for the altar in honor of a special   

occasion or in memory of a loved one. A donation of $30.00 is       

requested per Sunday.  

Please sign up on the Flower Chart in the narthex and flower  

arrangers Lina Richert and Candyce Sylling will contact you. 
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Men’s Fall Retreat — 2018 

September 28-30 

Ingall’s Creek Enrichment Center 
Leavenworth, Washington 

 

Theme: “Who Is This Man” 
By John Ortberg 

We are planning a fantastic retreat for the men at Ingall’s Creek. The series by John Ortberg will be very     

meaningful. There will also be lots of time for rest and recreation. We will have great food, fun  activities, movie 

night, golfing, hiking, visiting Leavenworth, and much more. Bring a friend, enjoy the beauty of Leavenworth 

and build a stronger band of Christian brothers. Any questions, talk with Marv Hansen or Pastor Mark. 
 

Cost:  $80.00  
(Anyone aware of someone needing scholarship, please contact Pastor Mark.  

We do not want finances getting in the way of someone attending the retreat.) 
 

 

Please detach & put in offering plate or church office 
 

________ Yes, I plan to attend the retreat.  

________ I would like more information.   

 

Name __________________________ Phone # ______________ 

 

Email ________________________________________________ 


