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“Dear Small Group Facilitator” 

A few weeks ago, I sent a letter to our Small Group Facilitators. Right now we have 12 active groups with 

roughly 120 people involved in regularly scheduled gatherings. This number does not include many other 

interest and service groups that also meet during the month. Fellowship and friendship is growing and     

deepening within our congregation. If you are not connected to a small group or want more information,    

just ask and I can fill you in and help plug you in if you’d like. Small groups is where church becomes home. 

For over 2,000 years, the Christian church has recognized the benefit of gathering together in public and also 

more intimately in homes. Acts 5:42 states, “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house they 

never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.” 

I passed on some tips, as reminders, that might help to strengthen our groups. Then, I thought, maybe        

everyone should be reminded of these tips as we try to encourage and support one another. They might seem    

common sense, but sometimes we forget the most obvious. Whether you are a facilitator or not, knowing 

these tips can help all of us be on the same page. God Bless! 

1. Pray — Establish a habit to pray daily for the members of your group – and the day of your meeting 

intentionally turn it all over to God. 

2. Send an email reminder — an email a day before can be key to everyone attending. 

3. Lights on, background music, seats in a circle, and snacks can create a warm, inviting setting. 

4. For the first meeting, or at some meeting, spend time sharing one another’s story as a way to get to 

know each other. 

5. Establish some ground rules regarding confidentiality, trust, listening, supporting each other, no one 

to dominate the conversation, involve everyone. 

6. Discuss development of leadership, inviting new people into your group and growing new groups. 

Our goal is that everyone would be invited to join a small group. 

7. Don’t make anyone talk or pray, but over time, as trust develops, encourage people to share their 

thoughts. 

8. Affirm every person who speaks in the group. 

9. Don’t try to have all the answers or dominate the conversation. We grow through discussion. 

10. Be yourself, be casual, humor is always a good thing. 

11. Use active listening skills. Ask open ended questions. 

12. When asking a question, expect silence. Wait patiently. People need time to think. 

13. Start on time. End on time. Respect people’s commitment – and will help people who run late. 

14. Don’t be afraid to try different types of group studies – video or book based, book of the Bible. 

15. Look for someone who can help facilitate the group, be a leader when you are gone. 

16. Plan on other fellowship activities – outside or during regular schedules meeting times. 

17. Plan a service activity that moves the group outside the walls of the house and into mission in the 

community. Time spent serving others bonds a group together like no other. 

May God continue to bless you and deepen you in faith. May He continue to strengthen our small group 

ministry. Enjoy the summer sunshine and take advantage of restful moments.                Pastor Mark 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 am 
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

          Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 am 

Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 am  
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 
Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

Nursery is available during worship  
for your childcare needs. 

From Our Finance Chair 

Dear Congregation, 

 I hope you are enjoying the beginning of the summer. 

 I was up in Burlington the other day shopping at the 

Burlington Mall. If you have not been there recently,    

you will be as surprised as I was on the extreme changes 

the Mall has gone through. It is nearly empty! There are   

really no stores open now other than Macy’s and a couple 

of small shops. This is a stark reminder of changing 

times. 

 Over the years our purchasing habits have changed.   

We now use the computer and our mobile apps to shop. 

New trends in how we give, or send money to our  

churches and charities is also changing. 

 So the finance committee got together to discuss these 

trends. The consensus of everyone at the meeting was to 

expand the ways we accept offerings.   

 While our Gospel message never changes, other 

changes can help fund our many missions. More funds,   

of course, allow us to expand how and where we share 

the Gospel.   

 Sometime in the future, you may find new Pew Cards 

available in the back of the pews. The new cards would 

explain additional ways of giving. Should you decide to 

use any one of these new methods of giving, and want to 

place something in the offering plate, you could simply 

place one of the Pew Cards in the offering.  

 Our Congregation always seems to come through 

when a challenge arises. As you know from previous    

letters, funds have been falling slightly behind budget  

recently. 

 But the generosity of the Church has come through 

again, nearly catching us up in a matter of weeks. The 

finance committee wishes to thank everyone for his or her 

willingness to give so generously. 

Corinthians 9: 12-13 
12 

This service that you perform is not only supplying  

the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing   

in many expressions of thanks to God. 
3 
Because of the  

service by which you have proved yourselves, others   

will praise God for the obedience that accompanies  

your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your 

generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 

God bless you all, 

Randy, Finance Chair 



Offering Envelopes 
If you would like a box of offering envelopes for 

this year there are several still available in the 

church office. For more information or to receive 

a box, see Linda Hammer or Sheri Durham.  

*If mailing donations, you must mail to:                    

OSLC, PO Box 370, Stanwood WA 98292. 

Items addressed to our street address  

are no longer delivered. 

If You Are Away this Summer… 
Please contact the church office if you plan to be 

away for an extended time, so that we may hold 

your newsletter until you return. This will save 

postage costs. Also, make sure you keep the     

office updated with any address or phone number 

changes. Thank you! 

Did You Know? 
If you miss a Sunday service and would 

like to hear the message, you may go to 

our website (below), click on “Sermons” 

on the home page and select which date 

you’d like. You can also check the church 

calendar and newsletters under the  

“What We Do” tab. 

www.oursaviourschurch.org 

Special Music Volunteers 
Requested for Summer Worship 

First service is looking for folks who wish to sing 

or play an instrument for special music at the 8:45 

a.m. traditional service this summer.  

During June, July and August the choir takes a 

break, so this is a wonderful time for others to 

share their musical talent.  

 

 

Please contact Connie Ronning at 360-629-3134 if 

you are interested. 

Join the Parade! 

Saturday, August 4, 2018 

"Building Faith for the Future" will be the 

theme of the Stanwood-Camano Fair float for 

Our Saviour's Lutheran Church. 

If you are interested in working on the float 

and/or riding or walking alongside, contact 

Becky Wietzke (rawietzke@yahoo.com).  

Come on, you know you've always wanted to be 

in a parade! 

JAM Café and Little Eden 

Begin September 9 

JAM Cafe' and Little Eden will begin 

again on September 9. We will be  

using a new module of our Dig In  

curriculum, "Dig In to Discipleship."  

Volunteers are needed to teach and lead crafts 

and activities. It is not necessary to commit to 

the entire year; monthly or quarterly works 

well.  

Contact Becky Wietzke if you can serve our 

young people in this way. 

Save the Date! 

July 22, 2018 

Golf Outing at Camaloch! 

All Invited — Kids, too! 

Sign-up sheets will be in Sunday bulletins in July. 

 Tee times to start at 1:15 p.m.  

 All golfers will golf 9 holes.  

 Groups of 4 golfers for each tee time. 

 Invite friends, neighbors, children...anyone 

that likes to golf. 

 Tee’s available for all levels of golfers. 

Signup deadline is July 16th! 

Cost:  9 holes Walking    $32 

   9 holes with electric cart $41 

Pay at golf course that day prior to your time. 



Van Trip 
 

 

 

Tuesday, July 31 — 10:00 AM 

Tom and Carol Curtis’s home at Lake Cavanaugh 

Please sign up on the sheets in the narthex. 

Questions: Call Robin Erickson, 360-941-1593. 

Stanwood Ambassadors for               

Housing Hope are at it again! 

The Ambassadors would like to get ahead of the 

Thanksgiving, Christmas season this year, so they 

are planning a yard sale in July with the proceeds 

going to the $50 gift cards each of the 39 families 

at Lincoln Hill and Lervick Family Village get for 

Thanksgiving and again for Christmas. 

You can help by donating all those crazy items 

taking up space in your garage, closets (no clothes 

please) spare rooms, etc. that you call junk. It 

could very well be someone’s treasure. If you  

have any such items please call Tammy at         

425-754-8469 or Carol at 425-422-2244 and we 

will arrange a time and place for you to deliver. 

The yard sale will be July 14 in the parking lot of  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church  

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

There will be a Bouncy House and hotdogs also. 

Carol A. Jensen 

We Couldn’t Wait till July! 
Summer Potlucks Start June 27, 6 PM 

In the summer, we tend to discontinue many of  

our groups and studies – but, it’s still nice to get 

together to share a meal and visit. Our Wednesday 

evening potlucks start June 27 and will continue 

into August. If you’d like to join in the fellowship, 

please bring something to share for dinner—salad, 

main dish, dessert, etc. We try to start about 6 p.m. 

Someone will make coffee and we’ll all do the 

rest. Weather permitting, we’ll eat outside. 

Questions? Please contact Annette Bowden. 

Sunday Morning Coffee Hour 

Please remember to sign up for    

coffee hour. People are really needed 

and appreciated! 

The signup sheet is in the kitchen. If 

you have any questions, please contact Linda 

Haskins. 

Men’s Fraternity 
Men’s Fraternity meets Tuesday mornings at 

7:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

Breakfast is served at 7:00 a.m. with our 

study to follow.  

Please join us. All men are welcome.  

GROW (God Renewing Our Women)  
2nd Tuesday, July 10, 6:30 PM 

We invite any women who need to be renewed, 

refreshed, rejuvenated to join us as we explore 

hospitality. Our new series is called “Just Open 

the Door”. Books are available in the church    

office for $15. For the July location and more   

information please contact Elsa Schwartz at     

206-714-7717, elsacarlisle@msn.com; or Becky 

Wietzke, 360-722-4377. 

Faith and Film 
4th Tuesday, July 24, 6:00 PM 

Everyone is invited to join us as we look at films 

through the lens of spirituality. Join us for dinner 

and discussion, starting at 6:00 p.m. This monthly 

group is hosted by Nate and Elsa Schwartz at their 

home, 45 S. Sunrise Blvd., Camano Island; and      

co-led by Becky Wietzke. Contact Elsa or Becky 

for movie information: Elsa Schwartz 206-714-

7717, elsacarlisle@msn.com; or Becky Wietzke,         

360-722-4377. Please let us know if you can join 

us so we know how much food to prepare.  

Women’s Fall 2018 Retreat 
Deposits of $50 need to be given to Irene Nelson 

by September 1st. Please make the check out to 

OSLC and designate “Women’s Retreat”. The total 

price this year is $171 which includes two nights 

and all your meals. The remaining balance will be 

due September 30.  

tel:206-714-7717
mailto:elsacarlisle@msn.com
tel:206-714-7717
tel:206-714-7717
mailto:elsacarlisle@msn.com


If You Are Away this Summer… 
Please contact the church office if you plan to 

be away for an extended time, so that we may 

hold your newsletter until you return. This will 

save postage costs. Also, make sure you keep 

the office updated with any address or phone 

number changes. Thank you! 

Our 2nd annual 2018 OSLC MISSION TRIP 

FAE SUMMER ACADEMY 

July 16-19, 2018. 8 AM to 1 PM 

at Skagit Valley Community College 

Volunteers will be assisting classroom teachers or providing 
kitchen support; assisting during specialized activities such 

as PE, book fair and field trips 

Please pray daily for them and for the  
children that will be served. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Men’s Fall Retreat — 2018 

September 28th, 29th, and 30th 

Ingall’s Creek Enrichment Center 
Peshastin, Washington 

 

Golf, pitch horseshoes, great food,  

relaxing atmosphere,  

meaningful conversation and study. 

New retreat center, great location,  

great bunch of guys! 

This is a time for men to get away from all the  

relentless activities and to-do lists and rest, reflect 

and renew ourselves with the priorities God would 

direct in our lives.  

Cost for the whole weekend is only $80/person. 

Invite a friend, son, grandson or someone who 

could benefit from some time away. (Anyone 

aware of someone needing scholarship, please 

contact Pastor Mark. We do not want finances get-

ting in the way of someone attending the retreat). 

RSVP to our church office,  

Pastor Mark or Marv Hansen. 

WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE! 

Ric Shallow and Lina Richert are planning  

the performance of 

“Amahl and The Night Visitors”. 

This will be a CHRISTMAS MUSICAL  

and not the OPERA version.   

To put on this type of production at our church 

funds are needed for costumes and sets. So, we are 

planning an Amahl and The Night Visitors      

GARAGE SALE! 

All proceeds will benefit the solar lamp and rain 

water catchment outreach of the Boscovet Project. 

The Garage Sale will be held at  

Ric & Julie Shallow’s home on  

August 24th, 25th & 26th. 

Located at 148 Russell Rd, Camano Island. 

To make an appointment for dropping off items, 

call (360)387-4007.   

Stay tuned for future announcements!   

See you at the Show!!! 

Josephine Annual Community BBQ  
July 20, 4 PM —- 7pm 

Mark down the date now and join us 

for loads of fun for everyone! We are 

serving up hamburgers, hotdogs and all 

the ‘fixin’s’. We also have a wine and 

beer garden, games for the kiddos, face painting, 

entertainment and music.  

If you could spare some time and energy to help 

volunteer for part of the evening, please let us 

know that too (360.629.2126). 

As always, thanks for your support for our         

Josephine Caring Community ministry! 



 
Our Prayers are with... 

Erling Skrinde; Cindy and Ron Taggart-

Deffinbaugh; Dale Tetlow; Kent and  Marina Fosnes 

(son and daughter-in-law of Sue Fosnes); Samuel 

(grandson of Mardi Jorgensen); Jim and Barb    

Sickler; Ron Nelson; Debra Spaulding (daughter    

of Margaret Ames); Haillie Oldhouse (great-

granddaughter of Carol Jensen); Frank Van   

Valkenburg (father of Candyce Sylling); Alex Megyery;  Marge 

Mitchell (friend of Kathy Shirlock); Leslie Krippaehne; Jon Buse 

(friend of Darlene Hofbauer); Rob S. Ulbricht and Bob Ulbricht; Bruce 

Larson (friend of Mike Brady); Emily McGlinchy (sister of Jeb);    

Bud Hutter; Beverley Klatt; Sandi Torrez; Jo Hoag; Jim Neher;       

Emily Brower (friend of Angela Libengood); Johnny O’Brien (nephew 

of Mickey Henderson); Steve Bodnar (friend of Kathy Beauchamp); 

Lauren Pickens; Steve Dams; John Gedstad (brother of Alex Gedstad); 

John and Kathryn Shirlock; Don Hickey (brother of Barb Sickler); Pat 

Jones; Wayne Larson; Al Orsland; Paul Walderhaug; Judy Anderson; 

Kip Gibson and family; Kenny Yoder (nephew of Donna Cook);    

Kim Anderson (son of Donna Hefty); Marilyn Shipley; Ray Erps;    

Ric Shallow; Doris Hatlen; John White; Jim Woodward (Charlie     

Sylling’s nephew); Eldon Allen; Gretchen Orsland 

Pastor Mark, OSLC staff, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Congregation, 

Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents,   

Government and Community leaders 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare for worship: 

July 1, 2018 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Lamentations 3:22-33 

Psalm 30 

II Corinthians 8:8-15 

Mark 6:21-43 

July 8, 2018 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 2:1-5 

Psalm 123 

II Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 

July 15, 2018 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 7:7-15 

Psalm 85:8-13 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:14-29 

July 22, 2018 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

July 29, 2018 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
II Kings 4:42-44 

Psalm 145:10-18 

Ephesians3:14-21 

John 6:1-21 

 

Altar Flowers in July 

Sunday, June 3, began the liturgical tradition of the Season After Pentecost. This season runs 

from the celebration of Pentecost to Reformation Sunday in October. The liturgical color of 

the season is green, which is also reflected in the altar paraments and the pastoral stole. For 

the altar flowers, the color green means that any color of flower may be used throughout the 

season. This is good news for the flower arranger because it means that we may use the wide 

variety  of colors and flowers that God created for our enjoyment and His glory. 

Celebrate the season with a donation in honor of a special occasion or in memory of a loved one. A donation 

of $30.00 is requested per Sunday. Please sign up on the Flower Chart in the narthex, and flower arrangers  

Lina Richert and Candyce Sylling will contact you. 

Congratulations to Jeb McGlinchy who was baptized June 10, 2018. Jeb is the son of Tim and Dell 

McGlinchy; and brother to Hannah, Emily, Jimbo, Dan and Grace McGlinchy. Grandparents are Jimmy 

and Eula McGlinchy, and Bill and Carol Ross. We have been blessed to have Jeb share his musical gifts in 

our worship at OSLC on several occasions. May the Lord bless the new life given to Jeb. 
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Vacation Bible Camp Family Picnics! 

July 27 and August 17, 2018—6 PM 

Vacation Bible Camp will be hosting a Family Food, 

Fun, and Faith picnics on July 27 and August 17 at 

6:00 p.m. on the playground. These are a follow-up 

outreach to VBC and a way to invite and welcome our 

neighborhood to spend time and get to know us.  If 

you are interested in assisting with the coordinating 

of this event, please email Becky Wietzke 

(rawietzke@yahoo.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship on the Green! 

July 29, 2018 

10:15 AM 

Gather with us as we will be 

holding our 10:15 AM  

Contemporary Worship  

 Service outside.* 

Chairs and blankets will be     

set up — come be a part of this   

special worship service! 

*8:45 Traditional Worship will 

be an indoors, regular service. 


