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Having the Right Tool Makes all the Difference! 

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” Isaiah 40:8 

 Once again, a few weeks ago, I was reminded how important it is to have the right tool for the job. 

When we first moved into our house almost 10 years ago, the previous owner left his 

mulching mower for me to cut the grass. The house came with A LOT of grass to 

mow. The backyard slopes a great deal, so it’s not really safe to use a ride on mower. 

The owner talked about the physical benefits of walking and mowing with the self-

propelled machine. I bought into the idea of the exercise, but quickly, I didn’t like the 

mulcher leaving the clumps of grass clippings and the cut weeds to sift back into the lawn. So, I went out and 

bought a new lawnmower with a catcher. I wanted a reliable one at a reasonable price – so how could I go wrong 

buying a Craftsman? $300 bucks later and I figured I was back on the road to a beautiful lawn. Over the years, the 

mower ran fine, but I found myself frustrated at how the bag would quickly fill up – and if the lawn was damp, 

the grass would clog the chute. But I just figured that’s the way it was. So, over the years, mowing was a job that 

I didn’t really look forward to. Mowing became a hassle, something to endure and survive. I even began having 

thoughts that I need to consider moving and buying a smaller house and lot,  primarily because of the mowing 

and yard work. 

 Well, the front wheels of the Craftsman mower finally wore out. Miraculously, a tiny lawnmower repair 

place in Mt. Vernon had replacement wheels  – so I bought the wheels and figured I could get another five years 

out of that mower – yippee!!  A few weeks later I drove over a huge root that caused major damage. Looked like I 

drove the machine to its death. Later that week, I was talking to the Snowden’s and Ed said that he had three 

mowers and I could have one. He brought over a Honda, rear wheel-self propelled, with a composite deck, two 

speed transmission and a heavy duty catcher. It was used but in great shape and I happily paid him. All I can say 

is, “Having the right tool makes all the difference.!” The minute I started using the mower, it almost made mow-

ing fun. Almost! The engine was much more powerful than my previous one and threw the grass all the way to 

the back of the catcher. The catcher is almost twice as large so I only have to empty it half as much. The two 

speed transmission allows me to speed up on the straight-aways, so I can finish the job in 30% less time. The 

frustration is gone, no longer do I look at mowing as a hassle – and the best thing is – I don’t have to sell my 

house! 

 Time and again, whether it was helping with my remodel or my mower, Ed has shown me over and over how  

important it is to have the right tools for the job. 

 As I was enjoying newfound energy mowing, it made me think about our Christian faith and how critical it is 

that we have the right tools for our spiritual journey. Most importantly, God has given us the Holy Spirit to em-

power us on our way. Without the tool (person) of the Spirit – our walk of faith can become a job. Without the 

continual filling of the Holy Spirit, we end up trying to muster enough strength in ourselves and we usually end 

up frustrated and discouraged. As the Holy Spirit actively works in our lives, He propels us forward and we have 

greater ability to utilize other tools in God’s tool box – namely, prayer, Scripture, worship, and even service to 

one another. All of these tools energize our lives and give us a whole new experience with God. 

If you are in need of a new mower – I would recommend a Honda, and you might give Ed a call. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship ~ 8:45 am 
     Altar Communion 1st Sunday 

     Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

     Coffee Hour ~ 9:45 am 

     Sunday School ~ 10:15 am  

Contemporary Worship ~ 10:15 am  
Altar Communion 1st Sunday 

Processional Communion 3rd Sunday 

From Our Finance Chair 

Dear Congregation, 

 The finance committee is bringing you an-

other update. 

 Thanks to your prayers, and special gifts 

from several families, we are thrilled to report 

some good news. Recent offerings have brought 

us very close to our current expense needs. While 

we are still slightly behind our offerings needed 

for year to date, we are moving in the right       

direction. 

 On the downside, should the Student and 

Family Ministry position be filled, we would re-

alize a substantial shortage immediately. 

Please continue to pray that we meet our budget 

needs and fulfill our commitment to all of our 

missions. 

 It is a blessing to serve in a congregation 

such as we enjoy here at Our Saviour’s Lutheran. 

When confronted with a challenge, either spiritu-

al or financial, we can count on your prayers, fi-

nancial commitment, and willingness to do what 

it takes to solve any problem. That is the sign of a 

strong, healthy congregation.  

Ephesians 4:11-13 New International Version (NIV) 
 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the proph-

ets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers,12 to 

equip his people for works of service, so that the body 

of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in    

the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ. 

James 1:22 New International Version (NIV) 
 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so de-

ceive yourselves. Do what it says.  

I believe these two verses are being fulfilled 

through our congregation. 

Thank you, 

Randy Zielsdorf, 

Finance chair  



Van Trips 

 

 

 

Saturday, June 2 — 6:30 PM 

Bayshore Symphony/Skagit Valley College Choir 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Mt. Vernon 

Wednesday, June 6 — 9:00 AM 

Explore Lynden 

Friday, June 22 — 9:00 AM 

Granite Falls, by way of Darrington 

Please sign up on the sheets in the narthex. 

Questions: Call Robin Erickson, 360-941-1593. 

Let’s Dream 

Update on Project 

May 15, 2018 

 

 

Members of the long-range planning committee 

and those who were involved with the last remodel 

three years ago met April 3, 2018, for continued 

discussion and recommendations for improve-

ments and remodel of some rooms in our church. 

The main topics centered around floor covering, 

electrical, audio, video, windows and window  

coverings. Our building requires some general 

maintenance where we have fallen behind. How 

the fellowship hall and adjoining areas are utilized 

will be studied and evaluated to determine if re-

modeling is required. The needs of the pre-school 

will be considered. Other ideas include doing the 

work in phases, depending on available funds.   

The group decided that an architect is needed to 

provide a road map that will lead us to a final pro-

ject. 

 Jerry Crofoot and Ken Christoferson have 

been working to find the right person who has the 

time and expertise to be the architect for this pro-

ject. They are pleased that a well-qualified archi-

tect is interested in our project and will let us know 

soon if that works out.  

 Members with certain skills will be needed for 

the planning team. Please let Jerry and Ken know 

if you are  interested and what skills you could 

bring to this project, or if you know of someone 

who may be helpful.  

 The planning team recognizes the importance      

of communication with the congregation during  

all phases of the project. They will do their best   

to write informative articles for the monthly    

newsletter, Sunday bulletins and website. Your 

comments and questions are always welcome.  

Pray for the Let’s Dream project, that we may     

be good stewards of the beautiful building that   

has come down to us because of the love and care 

of those who were here many years ago. 

Gathering Place Dinners 

Next Opportunity... 

The next Gathering Place serving opportunity for 

OSLC is Thursday, June 7, 2018. Please let me 

know if you are interested in helping on that date.  

It is prep at 4:00 p.m., dinner at 5:30—6:30 p.m., 

and then cleanup. It is such a blessing to serve this 

important ministry to our community. 

Barbara Christoferson 

Sunday School News 

The last day of JAM Cafe' will be  

Sunday, June 10. 

Join us for ice cream, games, and fun as we 

celebrate our friendship in Christ!   

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all our Sunday School and Youth 

volunteers who helped share God’s love during 

this school year! Your gifts of time and talent 

are immensely appreciated by our children, 

their families and our congregation. 



Website—oursaviourschurch.org 

 It’s nice to hear that many of you are referring 

to our new website on a regular basis – whether to 

check the current calendar, read something in the 

newsletter, listen to a sermon, or read Pastor’s 

blog. If you can think of things you’d like to see  

on the website that aren’t there, or that you have 

difficulty finding, please let me know – we want 

the website to be a useful tool for our members.    

 If your committee, group, etc., has a presence 

on    the website, please inform me whenever you     

need something changed. It’s important that the 

information be current.  

Annette Bowden: (H)360-548-8513  

(C)509-531-4510 or am.annette@gmail.com  

Stephen Ministry 

 Stephen Ministers don’t take the summer off!! 

We are here, year around, to offer one-on-one sup-

port to those who find themselves in need of some-

one to talk with on a weekly basis. We have fifteen 

members of our congregation who have completed 

their training and have served in this capacity for 

over two years. We appreciate that many of you 

have placed your trust and confidence in your    

Stephen Minister and tell us that you have enjoyed 

the confidential caring relationship that has         

developed over time.  

 We have Stephen Ministers who are available 

if you who would like to arrange for this kind of 

care—men are assigned to men and women to 

women. Whether you are facing a serious illness, 

adjusting to single living after a long marriage,  

facing worries about ????? – someone is available 

to provide a caring environment. If you have   

questions or know you’d like someone to be there 

for you, contact one of our Stephen Leaders: 

Annette Bowden: (H)360-548-8513  

(C)509-531-4510 am.annette@gmail.com 

Carol Curtis: (H)360-387-1189  

(C)206-271-8535 curtisct@wavecable.com 

Tom Curtis: (H)360-387-1189  

(C)206-271-8536 curtisct@wavecable.com 

Pastor Mark: 360-629-3767 

Care Team Coordinators 

 Thank you to those who have volunteered in one 

or more ways to serve others in our congregation! We 

now have two coordinators. If you have, or know of,  

a situation where one of our care team members is 

needed, please call the office, during office hours, to 

make your request. Linda will pass the request along. 

 In what ways do our care team members serve our 

congregation? We have folks who are available to  

provide a meal in times of crisis, run an errand,    

make minor home repairs in an emergency, provide 

occasional transportation, pay a friendly drop-in visit, 

or reach out via email or phone to keep in touch with 

someone. In other words, they are ready to do the kind 

of things friends do for each other! 

Housing Hope Garage Sale 

Are you cleaning your cupboards, shop, or garage?    

The Stanwood Ambassadors for Housing Hope are 

sponsoring a garage sale in conjunction with OSLC 

July 14, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the parking lot of Our    

Saviour's. This is an opportunity to be part of the     

solution to homelessness. All proceeds will benefit    

the families of Lincoln Family Village, and Lervick 

Family Village. Bring the kids and enjoy the bouncy 

house, free hot dogs and see the ministries offered by 

OSLC. Please contact Dee Jonson at (360-652-7110) 

or Carol Jensen (425- 422-2244) for more information 

or if you'd like to donate items; no clothing please. 

Back by Popular Demand! 

Summer Potlucks—Starting July 11 

 In the summer, we tend to discontin-

ue many of our groups and studies – but, 

it’s still nice to get together to share a 

meal and visit. Since the 4th of July lands 

on a Wednesday this year, we’re going to wait and 

start our Wednesday evening potlucks on July 11 – 

we’ll plan to continue for about 6 weeks or so. If 

you’d like to join in the fellowship, please bring 

something to share for dinner—salad, main dish, des-

sert, etc. We try to start about 6 p.m. Someone will 

make coffee and we’ll all do the rest. Weather permit-

ting, we’ll eat outside. 



Come and be a part of a mission team        

right here at home!  

Our 2nd annual 2018 OSLC MISSION TRIP  

will be the  

FAE SUMMER ACADEMY 

July 16-19, 2018 

at Skagit Valley Community College 

OSLC Serving Opportunities: 

● Monday-Thursday, 8:00-1:00 At Skagit Valley 

College 

● Assist classroom teachers, work with health 

specialists, mentor, and provide kitchen      

support. 

● Mentor students from pre-school through 9th 

grade to prevent “summer “backslide”. 

● Build classroom community and leadership 

skills of students. 

● Assist during specialized activities such as 

meals, PE, book fair and field trips 

It is our great commission:   

Go into all the world. 

Serve with OSLC and bring along a friend! 

Serving together builds up our church for God’s Glory 

and builds our relationships with each other! 

Sign up or interested?? Call/ask any MOT members 

for more information: Cindy TD, Linda Contreras, 

Rose King, or Rich Huyler . 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Men’s Fall Retreat — 2018 

September 28th, 29th, and 30th 

Ingall’s Creek Enrichment Center 
Peshastin, Washington 

 

Golf, pitch horseshoes, great food, relaxing atmosphere, meaningful conversation and study, 

New retreat center, great location, great bunch of guys! 

This is a time for men to get away from all the relentless activities and to-do lists and rest, reflect and renew 

ourselves with the priorities God would direct in our lives.  

Cost for the whole weekend is only $80/person. Invite a friend, son, grandson or someone who could benefit 

from some time away. (Anyone aware of someone needing scholarship, please contact Pastor Mark. We do 

not want finances getting in the way of someone attending the retreat). 

RSVP to our church office, Pastor Mark or Marv Hansen. 

WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE! 

Ric Shallow and Lina Richert are planning  

the performance of 

“Amahl and The Night Visitors” 

This will be a CHRISTMAS MUSICAL  

and not the OPERA version.   

To put on this type of production at our church 

funds are needed for costumes and sets. So, we are 

planning an Amahl and The Night Visitors      

 

 

 

All proceeds will benefit the solar lamp and rain 

water catchment outreach of the Boscovet Project. 

The Garage Sale will be held at  

Ric & Julie Shallow’s home on  

August 24th, 25th & 26th. 

Located at 148 Russell Rd, Camano Island. 

Donated items can be brought to their home for 

storage in their garage. To make an appointment 

for drop off call (360)387-4007.   

Stay tuned for future announcements!   

See you at the Show!!! 



 

Please help us keep our prayer list current  

by contacting the office with updates.  

Our Prayers are with... 

Gary and Sandy Schreiner in the loss of Sandy’s mother, June Miller; 

Jo and Steve Hoag and family in the loss of Jo’s mother; Kent and  

Marina Fosnes (son and daughter-in-law of Sue Fosnes); Samuel 

(grandson of Mardi Jorgensen); Jim and Barb Sickler; Ron Nelson; 

Joyce Zeigen; Debra Spaulding (daughter of Margaret Ames);        

Haillie Oldhouse (great-granddaughter of Carol Jensen); Frank        

Van Valkenburg (father of Candyce Sylling); Erling Skrinde; Alex 

Megyery; Marge Mitchell (friend of Kathy Shirlock); Leslie           

Krippaehne; Jon Buse (friend of Darlene Hofbauer); Rob S. Ulbricht 

and Bob Ulbricht; Bruce Larson and Christie Robbin (friends of Mike 

Brady); Emily McGlinchy (sister of Jeb); Bud Hutter; Dale Tetlow; 

Beverley Klatt; Sandi Torrez; Jo Hoag; Jim Neher; Emily Brower 

(friend of Angela Libengood); Johnny O’Brien (nephew of Mickey 

Henderson); Steve Bodnar (friend of Kathy Beauchamp); Lauren   

Pickens; Steve Dams; John Gedstad (brother of Alex Gedstad); John 

and Kathryn Shirlock; Dean Fox (brother of Bob Fox); Don Hickey 

(brother of Barb Sickler); Pat Jones; Wayne Larson; Al Orsland; Paul 

Walderhaug; Judy Anderson; Kip Gibson and family; Kenny Yoder 

(nephew of Donna Cook); Kim Anderson (son of Donna Hefty);    

Marilyn Shipley; Ray Erps; Ric Shallow; Cameron Cozzi; Doris 

Hatlen; John White; Jim Woodward (Charlie Sylling’s nephew); Eldon 

Allen; Gretchen Orsland 

Pastor Mark, OSLC staff, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Congregation, 

Homeless, Armed Forces, Josephine and Warm Beach residents,   

Government and Community leaders 

Scripture Texts 

To better prepare for worship: 

June 3, 2018 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 5:12-15 

Psalm 81:1-10 

II Corinthians 4:5-12 

Mark 2:23—3:6 

June 10, 2018 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 3:8-15 

Psalm 130 

II Corinthians 4:13—5:1 

Mark 3:20-35 

June 17, 2018 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 

II Corinthians 5:6-17 

Mark 4:26-34 

June 24, 2018 
John the Baptist /  
    5th Sunday after Pentecost 
Malachi 3:1-4 / 

   Job 38:1-11 

Psalm 141 /  

   Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 

Acts 13:13-26 

   II Corinthians 6:1-13 

Luke 1:57-67 [68-80] 

   Mark 4:35-41 

Altar Flowers in June 

 Sunday, June 3, begins the liturgical tradition of the Season After Pentecost. 

This season runs from the celebration of Pentecost to Reformation Sunday in Octo-

ber. The liturgical color of the season is green, which is also reflected in the altar        

paraments and the pastoral stole. For the altar flowers, the color green means that 

any color of flower may be used throughout the season. This is good news for the 

flower arranger because it means that we may use the wide variety  of colors and 

flowers that God created for our enjoyment and His glory. 

 Celebrate the season with a donation in honor of a special occasion or in memory of a loved one. A dona-

tion of $30.00 is requested per Sunday. Please sign up on the Flower Chart in the narthex, and flower arrang-

ers  Lina Richert and Candyce Sylling will contact you. 

A Memorial Service for      

Gordon Pedersen is planned 

for Thursday, June 28,          

at 11 a.m. here at OSLC. 
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Vacation Bible Camp! 

“Shipwrecked”—Rescued by Jesus! 

 Vacation Bible Camp at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church will be held June 20-22 

from 9 a.m. to noon. Join us as we learn how Jesus rescues us when we are lonely, 

worried, or struggling. 

 Meet fun Bible Buddies as we travel through Castaway Sing and Play, Bible Dis-

covery, Imagination Station, Ship Rec Games, Tropical Treats, KidVid Cinema, and 

Sail Away Sendoff. Our mission project will be Operation Kid-to-Kid in partnership with 

World   Vision to provide seeds for farms in Kenya.   

 VBC participation is open to students who have completed four-year-old preschool through those who 

have completed fourth grade. Students who will be in middle school and high school next fall are encour-

aged to volunteer as Crew Leaders and Crews Assistants. To register, follow the link on the church website. 

 VBC is for everyone! All members are encouraged to volunteer in this ministry to the children of our          

community. From greeting to helping at activity stations, there is something for everyone. We need prayer 

partners! Volunteer opportunities can be found by following the VBC link on the website.   

 We will be hosting a VBC family/neighborhood picnic and activity night in July and August as a way of    

keeping in touch with our VBC children through the summer and into the fall. The dates are to be               

determined, but volunteers can sign up on the same website link. 

Above all, pray for this ministry and the families that will be loved and reached for Christ.  

To God be the glory! 


